
Parish o�  cials recent-
ly estimated around 80 
percent of the Lakewood 
Drive reconstruction 
project is now complete, 
with the road currently 
on target to be opened 
back up on schedule in 
February. 

“As of Dec. 21, almost 
all roads are in place,” 
Samantha de Castro, St. 
Charles Parish Director 
of Communications said. 
“� e contractor will 

� e family of 17-year-old Hahnville High School senior Layla 
Scott recently announced the establishment of a memorial 
scholarship in her honor. 

A lifelong Boutte resident, Scott was one of two people shot 
to death on Nov. 19 at the corner of Esplanade and North 
Claiborne in New Orleans near a Tremé-area gas station. It was 
there in Tremé she and friends had gathered to observe a Ninth 
Ward second-line brass band perform. On that fateful Sunday, 
the teen had unknowingly stood near someone else that hap-
pened to be the target of approaching gunmen.  

“She was an innocent bystander,” Scott’s mother Shandra 
Scott said of the shooting. “[� e shooter was] aiming at a guy 
- one of her cousin’s friends – and they shot her; she was stand-
ing close to him.”

CPR was administered, but the 17-year-old later died at 
a nearby New Orleans hospital as the result of her gunshot 
wound. � e other male shooting victim who died on the scene 
was later identi� ed by the Orleans Coroner’s O�  ce as 24-year-
old Ahmontae Wishom. 
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Ama resident Irving Pierre Sr. 
was honored on Monday, Dec. 18 
by the St. Charles Parish Council 
for a long life well lived, as the St. 
Charles Parish native approach-
es his 100th-year birthday in 
mid-January. 

Pierre Sr. was born on Jan. 14 
in 1924, the same month the � rst 
ever Winter Olympics Games 
opened in France. He would be 
followed in birth two weeks later 
by world-renowned New Orleans 
jazz musician and singer Louis 
Armstrong, a famous � gure he 

Lakewood Drive reconstruction 
project in Luling nears completion

Ama veteran who will reach century 
mark honored for service, faith

TURN to 1B

TURN to 2A

Ongoing work where Lakewood Drive meets Highway 90, one of the last portions 
left before the reconstruction project is complete. Irving Pierre, Sr. with his special certi� cate of recognition from the St. 

Charles Parish Council.
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HHS senior Layla Scott.
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Hahnville High School’s Air Force 
Junior ROTC instructors and cadets 
were recently awarded an overall unit as-
sessment score of “Exceeds Standards,” 
the highest rating attainable, following a 
Dec. 4 formal unit evaluation conducted 
by the Department of the Air Force. 

As a result of the assessment, HHS 
Junior ROTC instructors MSgt. Richard 
Lochren and MSgt. Gene Moll were rec-
ognized for providing outstanding lead-
ership in administering the cadet-cen-
tered citizenship program. 

� e last time HHS’ Air Force Junior 

ROTC earned the rare “Exceeds 
Standards” distinction was more than 20 
years ago in 1999, Lochren mentioned.

“Having our cadets recognized with 
the highest inspection grade possible is 
a great feeling, one which I feel anyone 
who has ever been a part of JROTC here 
can take pride in,” Lochren said. “What 
I love about our course the most is that 
it focuses on helping students develop 
‘soft skills’ without even realizing it.”

Lochren’s counterpart, Moll, had simi-
lar sentiments regarding the HHS Junior 
ROTC cadets he led.

“� e cadets of the past four years have 
really poured their hearts and soul into 
making our program better,” Moll said. 
“It is great to see the cadets being recog-
nized for their hard work.”

� e Dec. 4 assessment visit provided 
feedback for the HHS Junior ROTC unit 
and assessed the group in areas such 
as compliance with various legal re-
quirements. Matters such as public law, 
Department of Defense and Air Force in-
structions, and written agreements be-
tween St. Charles Parish Public Schools 
and the Air Force were reviewed and 

scored for compliance during the recent 
visit. 

“Achieving an ‘Exceeds Standards’ is 
no small feat; it takes a team e� ort and 
lots of hard work,” Air Force Junior ROTC 
Regional Director Dr. Douglas McLane 
noted. “MSgt. Lochren and MSgt. Moll 
are clearly invested in the leadership and 
character development of their cadets, 
providing an unsurpassed level of men-
torship and guidance on a daily basis.”

Beginning with a modest 20 units 

� e holiday season brings lots of 
joy, loads of fun and entertaining 
festivities for all.  Unfortunately, 
in a � ash it can turn into a time of 
tragedy as well, and all it may take 
is a single poor decision.

While those who drink and drive 
while attending parties during the 
holidays may meet the � ashing 
lights of a police car and the con-
sequences of a DWI arrest, that 
doesn’t represent the worst po-
tential outcome. � e St. Charles 
Parish Sheri� ’s O�  ce is well aware 
of that, and in the philosophy of 
“an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of the cure,” it is once again 
o� ering parish residents free rides 
home this holiday season.

If one attends a party in St. Charles 
Parish and have had alcohol, he or she 
may call (985) 783-6807 and a depu-
ty will arrive to provide a ride home at 
no charge. It is an o� er that stands now 
through New Year’s Day. 

St. Charles Parish Sheri�  Greg 
Champagne said he hopes citizens will 
take advantage of the service, because 
the risk of driving drunk is simply never 
worth it.

“Citizens must recognize that they 
need a ride before they get behind the 
wheel,” said Champagne. “We o� er a free 
ride home to help keep citizens from 
driving intoxicated and make our streets 
safer.”

� e o� er does not stand, however, if 
someone has already hit the road and 
been pulled over by police or is involved 
in an accident — it is not a literal “Get 
out of jail free” card to play.

� at circumstance would still involve 
a ride, but not one anyone wants to take 
part in.

“If you do not call us for a ride and get 
behind the wheel while impaired, you 
can expect a ride to jail,” Champagne 
said. 

� e service gives people one less rea-
son to put themselves in line for that, or 
worse. � e message from the Sheri� ’s 

HHS Junior ROTC program accomplishes honor school 
hadn’t achieved in over 20 years

Sheriff’s Of� ce offers free ride 
service for holiday party-goers
Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Kahlil Turner Editor
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HHS ROTC on 7A

HHS Jr. ROTC cadets in uniform stand at full attention 
inside the HHS gym in a recent undated photo.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE on 7A
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St. Charles Parish Public School 
(SCPPS) students will enjoy a long holiday 
break in December and January; time o�  
began this month with an early dismiss-
al on Dec. 21 with students not reporting 
back to school until Jan. 8. 

Local students will have a total of 10 
weekdays o�  with the winter holiday 
break ending on � ursday, Jan. 4, fol-
lowed by a Professional Learning Day on 
Friday, Jan. 5. Students remain o�  on the 
Professional Learning Day, but teachers 
return to school for training before stu-
dents join them once again on Monday 
morning, Jan. 8. 

� is year’s SCPPS end of year break, 
when taking into consideration students’ 
10 weekdays o� , the Jan. 5 Professional 
Learning Day and three additional week-
ends the winter break encompasses, com-
bines for a grand total of 17 days o�  for St. 
Charles Parish students. 

While it may seem like a longer than 
usual holiday break for parents, school of-
� cials say the number of days o�  this year 
is nothing new.

“� is year’s break is the same length as 
it typically is,” Regina McMillan, SCPPS 
Director of Public Information, explained. 

For each of the last four school years, 
even following 2021’s Hurricane Ida, the 
school system has held to a 10-weekday 
holiday break, McMillan said. 

To help parents and their children from 
going stir crazy at home during this year’s 

long winter break, the St. Charles Parish 
Library has lined up numerous activi-
ties for local families for the � rst week of 
January 2024. 

“We have lots of free activities going on 
at the library, and some great opportuni-
ties to get out of the house with family and 
friends,” Maria Billelo, St. Charles Parish 
Library Adult Programming and Outreach 
Librarian, said. “From family activities 
like holiday-themed Bingo to LEGO Club, 
Storytime and giant board games, we have 
something for everyone during the school 
break.”

In what promises to be the library’s 
biggest event planned over the winter 
break, on Friday, Jan. 5 the St. Charles 
Parish Library will hold a Taylor Swift Eras 
Party from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the 
East Regional Library in Destrehan. � e 
all-ages event will feature themed activi-
ties throughout the library, ending with a 
dance party at the end of the night. 

St. Charles Parish students will receive 
their next big holiday break in February 
during carnival season, when they are o�  
the entire week of Feb. 12.  

For more details on the Christmas hol-
iday schedule or future holiday breaks 
during the 2024 school year, visit the 
SCPPS website at www.stcharles.k12.la.us. 
For more on upcoming special events and 
activities at the St. Charles Parish Library, 
visit www.myscpl.org. 

St. Charles Parish students 
enjoy long 17-day winter break

Lakewood Elementary School on West Heather Drive in Luling.

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Shelley Hennig’s 
star continues to 
shine – now bright-
er than ever. 

� e actress and 
St. Charles Parish 
native stars in 
the new Net� ix 
a c t i o n - c o m e d y 
Obliterated, which 
premiered on the 
streaming ser-
vice in November. 
� e eight-episode 
series featured 
Hennig as Ava 
Winters, a CIA of-
� cial who is tasked 
with leading her 
team through a perilous situation.

� e premise of the � lm sees an elite 
joint-special operations team assem-
bled from various branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces and intelligence 
services attempting to stop a deadly 
terrorist network from detonating a 
bomb that would level Las Vegas. � e 
team completes the mission and cel-
ebrates with a night on the town.

But they ultimately discover that 
the nuclear bomb they neutralized 
was fake, so the team must � ght 
through their intoxications to � nd 
the real one to save the day.

Filming for the show took place 
in July of 2022 in Las Vegas and New 
Mexico. � e creators of the show, Jon 
Hurwitz, Hayden Schlossberg, and 
Josh Heald are the minds behind the 
popular Net� ix series Cobra Kai. 

It’s the latest major role for Hennig, 
36, a former Miss Teen USA win-
ner who grew up in St. Rose and 
Destrehan. 

Her � rst big break as an actress 
came when she joined the cast of 
Days of Our Lives, taking on the role 
of Stephanie Johnson. Her perfor-
mance earned her an Emmy nom-
ination for Outstanding Younger 
Actress, the � rst of her two Emmy 
nominations.

Hennig is well-known for her time 
on the MTV series Teen Wolf as Malia 
Tate. She would remain a regular part 
of the show from the series third sea-
son until its seventh and � nal season.

She has also been a star on the big 
screen, earning her � rst movie roles 
in the 2014 horror � lms Ouija and 
Unfriended – the latter saw her with 
a lead role in a � lm that grossed near-
ly $50 million.

She would go on to earn roles in 
several other � lms, including Teen 
Wolf: � e Movie, a reunion � lm 
starring the cast of the popular TV 
series. � at � lm was released on 
Paramount+ in January of this year. 

� at is one of two movies released 
this year that Hennig is a part of, also 
including � e List. Last year, she por-
trayed the role of Alice in the � lm 
Gatlopp. 

Hennig is a graduate of St. Charles 
Borromeo School and Destrehan 
High School.

Her Miss Teen USA pageant victo-
ry in 2004 netted an acting scholar-
ship to the New York Conservatory 
for Dramatic Arts in New York City, 
something she has credited as a 
life-changing experience.

Net� ix show the latest 
highlight for Destrehan 
actress 

Shelley Hennig

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Hennig and co-star Nick Zano in Net� ix’s Obliterated. 
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pour the intersection of Lakewood and 
Heather Dec. 26 thru 31, and the remain-
ing curbside and driveways will go in af-
ter the New Year.”

� e long-awaited Luling road project 
was organized by parish o�  cials to give 
a full reconstruction of Lakewood Drive, 
from East Heather to Highway 90. 

Lakewood Drive is a well-traveled 
mixed-use Luling street that previously 
had numerous bumpy, rough patches 
along with regularly occurring drain-
age issues. � e road project called for 
contractors to completely repave the 
street with a new eight-inch road base 

topped with another eight-inch layer of 
Portland cement concrete pavement, 
and further involved minor drainage 
and sewer repair. 

After multiple discussions with the 
Department of Transportation and 
Development (DOTD), parish o�  cials 
said several tra�  c upgrades will also be 
added where Lakewood meets Highway 
90 as part of the project. 

“� e current northbound lanes exiting 
Lakewood had one dedicated lane for 
tra�  c that could turn left, go straight to 
Barton Avenue, or turn right,” de Castro 
explained. “� e new con� guration will 
have dedicated lanes for both turns and 

northbound tra�  c. DOTD will also reset 
the signal settings to re� ect the change 
from one lane to three, making the inter-
section easier for all motorists to use.”

In a springtime town hall presentation 
held before work began, the road proj-
ect’s contractor, Byron E. Talbot, laid out 
the project’s projected timeline, estimat-
ing completion to fall sometime around 
February 2024 - which so far appears 
to be on target. Road contractors now 
appear to be working on Phase 5 of the 
project, which according to parish road 
plan documents, is the � nal leg of the 
project. 

“� e original completion date was 
mid-February 2024, and we are on track 
to have the road open then,” de Castro 
said. “Additional cleanup, lane striping, 
and � nishing touches will carry on until 
April, but should cause minimal inter-
ruption to tra�  c and residents.”

Some St. Charles Parish residents ac-
customed to typical road construction 
project delays and tra�  c inconvenienc-
es have commented the project has 
moved along better than expected.

Luling resident Kirk Sciacca, who lives 
in the nearby area and travels Lakewood 
Drive regularly, said work on the project 
has so far exceeded his expectations for 

a road rehaul project of this type. 
“I thought it progressed a lot quicker 

than I initially assumed,” Sciacca said 
of the Lakewood Drive construction 
project. “� ey’re doing a good job…� e 
hours that the road crews have been 

working, how they’ve managed to keep 
the road open, and the overall tra�  c 
� ow seems to be working well.” 

“Layla was a soft-hearted person, and she was a very 
friendly person,” Shandra said. “She volunteered at 
nursing homes and with the elderly – she would spend 
her summers and holidays doing that.”

Like many teenagers her age, Scott enjoyed shop-
ping, her mother said fondly, and had recently begun 
modeling. She held a part-time job at the local Wendy’s 
restaurant in the evenings and on weekends.

Shandra referred to her daughter as a “miracle baby,” 
as she was told by doctors she would not be able to bear 
additional children due to complications from a blood 
disorder. � irteen years following the birth of her � rst 
child, Shandra became unexpectedly pregnant with 
Scott, and had to administer doctor-prescribed injec-
tions six times per day to herself in order to maintain a 
healthy pregnancy. 

“I was pregnant right during the midst of Hurricane 
Katrina,” Shandra said. “It was chaos, and we called 
her a miracle baby because she survived [all of those 
conditions].”

Shandra said her daughter had a habit of helping 
and bringing home troubled local teenagers, whom the 
Scott family would help and sometimes give tempo-
rary shelter to while their young guests sorted out their 
family problems. 

Scott enjoyed traveling - the teenager had just re-
turned from a trip from Miami before she died - and 

was already planning a cruise with friends following 
her upcoming graduation. 

� e Scott family has set up a scholarship fund, the 
Layla Arshan McCray Scott Memorial Scholarship, in 
her memory, and is currently collecting donations to 
fund its � rst round of scholarships it plans on giving to 
two HHS students in the spring. 

“Layla would have graduated this year, so I want the 
class that she would have graduated with to bene� t 
from this,” Shandra explained. 

� e memorial scholarship, Shandra said, will require 
students to write gun-violence prevention related es-
says as part of the application process. 

Given her daughter had planned to attend vocational 
school for physical therapy in 2024 following her grad-
uation at HHS, Shandra said the scholarship plans to 
award two $1,500 scholarships – one for a typical col-
lege student and one for a vocational-bound student 
like Scott. 

For more information on the scholarship set 
up by family members in Scott’s honor, or to do-
nate to the scholarship fund, visit GoFundMe un-
der the title ‘Layla A Scott Memorial Scholarship” 
or via the link https://www.gofundme.com/f/
layla-a-scott-memorial-scholarship. 

SCHOLARSHIP from 1A

Layla Scott in a recent HHS senior portrait photo. 

LAKEWOOD from 1A

DAVE MILLET

985.331.9077
DAVEMILLETINSAGENCY.COM
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Arrests
• Demorial Hicks, 43, of 14 Jasmine 
Lane in St. Rose, was arrested Dec. 
21 and charged with simple burglary 
– motor vehicle (two counts) and 
attempted single burglary – motor 
vehicle.  

• David Dempsey, 63, of 165 Marks 
Avenue in Ama, was arrested Dec. 
20 and charged with illegal use of 
weapons or dangerous instrumentali-
ties – weapons law violations.  

• Trey Payne, 27, of 6826 Veterans 
Boulevard in Metairie, was arrest-
ed Dec. 20 and charged with video 
voyeurism.  

• Veronica Zulli, 37, of 10 Horseshoe 
Lane in St. Rose, was arrested 
Dec. 16 and charged with posses-
sion of hydrocodone and traf� c 
violation. She was a fugitive with an 
attachment. 

Sheriff’s Reports
Suspects are innocent until proved guilty in a court of law 
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has now outlived by 52 years. 
As the third of nine children, his 

earliest memories as a young man 
were when he played local sports.

“I used to play baseball,” Pierre 
Sr. said. “We had a team, our com-
munity, that I used to play on, and I 
played out�eld – center�eld.”

He later served in World War II 
in the United States Army as an en-
gineer, where he was stationed in 
France, Spain and England. 

After returning home from the 
war, he married Evelyn Gri�n in 
1946 and went on to have six children. 
Pierre Sr. is now a proud great grandfa-
ther to 14 great-grandchildren. 

�e Ama native worked for build-
ing materials manufacturer Celotex 
Corporation for decades, putting 
in a 42-year career before retiring. 
He and his wife operated an Ama 
grocery store for 50 years, and lat-
er Pierre’s Beauty and Barber Shop 
on River Road in Ama, which his 
grandson now runs. 

An ardent Baptist churchgoer, 
Pierre Sr. was baptized at Ama’s Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church in 1950, and 
became a deacon there �ve years 
later. He was elevated to the posi-
tion of Head Deacon of his church 
in 1957, a position he held for 63 
years. 

As an active member of the 
community, Pierre Sr. served as 

president of the Mt. Pilgrim’s Society for 
13 years where he and the group’s mem-
bers provided services for the elderly, 
poor and needy. He would later become 
active in the American Legion Post 509 

in Ama, where he served in a vari-
ety of leadership roles including 
commander. He is also a member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
organization, where he served as 
treasurer. 

Pierre Sr. will celebrate his 100th 
year of life on Jan. 14 with his family, 
which is when he said he plans to 
“wake up and see the day.”

�e centenarian did not sub-
scribe to a special diet to reach 100, 
but mentioned he had given up 
eating fatty meats like pork years 

ago, avoided alcohol and had given up 
his smoking habit sometime around 40 
years ago. 

Pierre Sr.’s best advice for younger gen-
erations today in living their best life 

was to respect others, �nd a local 
church to belong to – then attend 
regularly.

“�at’s the best thing – church,” 
Pierre Sr. said. “Serve and go [to 
church].”

As a man of the world on the 
cusp of hitting triple digits, Pierre 
Sr. said he reads every day, par-
ticularly his Bible. He cited from 
memory one of his favorite passag-
es, Psalms 37:25, as follows: “I have 
been young, and now am old; yet 
have I not seen the righteous for-
saken, nor his seed begging bread.”

PIERRE from 1A

(TOP): Irving Pierre Sr. as a younger man. (BOTTOM): Pierre Sr. 
in uniform.

Pierre Sr. poses in a recent holiday photo with family and friends.

Pierre Sr.’s Ama-area grocery store he and his wife ran for decades.

O�ce is clear: take the free ride home, or 
a costly one to jail. 

According to Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD), the period between 
Christmas and New Year’s is the worst 
for drunk driving fatalities. �e situation 

has worsened in recent years, with a 9 
percent increase in drunk driving deaths 
in 2020. In 2021, overall tra�c deaths 
were the highest recorded since 2006, 
indicating more dangerous roadways 
overall. Yet, despite Americans feeling 

vulnerable to drunk drivers, 48 percent 
admit that they drink more alcohol at 
family holiday parties than at any other 
time of year.

It’s been estimated that alcohol-relat-
ed accidents are responsible for 25,000 

injuries between �anksgiving and New 
Year’s Day. And New Year’s Day alone 
shows 2.4 times the amount of deaths re-
lated to drunk driving.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE from 2A

in 1966, the Junior ROTC program has 
grown to include 870 units worldwide, 
with 90,000 high school cadets partici-
pating, led by more than 1,500 instruc-
tors. �e group has units located all over 
the United States, Guam, and select-
ed Department of Defense Dependent 
Schools in Europe and the Paci�c. 

�e Air Force Junior ROTC program 

is considered to be a citizenship pro-
gram rather than a recruitment pro-
gram, open to grades eight through 12. 
Students who participate in the program 
do not incur any military obligation. 

According to the Department of 

Defense, Junior ROTC students who lat-
er decide to join any department of the 
military after high school are entitled to 
advanced military promotion to a grade 
no less than E-2 after successfully serv-
ing at least two academic years inside 

the high school program. 
For more information on the Airforce 

Junior ROTC program, visit www.af.mil. 

HHS ROTC from 2A

HHS’ Jr. ROTC on the big screen at the Smoothie Center in New 
Orleans.

Junior ROTC cadets and instructors pose in front of a large military plane while visiting a nearby Air Force base.
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HOLIDAY
SUBSCRIPTION
SALE

BEST PRICE
OF THE YEAR!

$17.50 

PER GIFT

Toll-free 800-538-4355

*  Promotion valid until December 31, 2023. 
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery of � rst issue.

Buy 1 subscription for $34.99 (52 issues), 
for yourself or a friend, and give additional gifts 
at half price - that’s just $17.50 per gift.
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One of the most deco-
rated signing classes in 
Destrehan history had 
the spotlight at DHS last 
week, as the school held 
its annual early signing 
day ceremony for �ve 

standout student-ath-
letes heading to the next 
level – and �ve champi-
ons, at that.  

Destrehan football saw 
linebacker Kolaj Cobbins 
put pen to paper to sign 
with the LSU Tigers; safety 
Anthony Robinson sign-
ing with Ole Miss; o�en-
sive tackle Jayce Mitchell 
en route for Tulane; and 
running back Shane Lee 
heading for Nicholls 
State. All four players 
helped fuel Destrehan’s 
2022 state championship 

victory and 2023 run to 
the quarter�nals, and all 
four are headed to play 
Division I college football. 
�e four are part of a se-
nior class that went 47-4 
on the football �eld, with 

just one regular season 
loss – that coming in the 
very �rst game of 2020, 
and none since.  

Likewise, it was a proud 
day for Destrehan swim-
ming, as state champi-
on Colin Candebat inked 
with Henderson State. 

Candebat earned state 
crowns in the 100 breast-
stroke and 200 individual 
medley events, recording 
times of 58.12 and 1:52.98 
respectively.  

Cobbins, nicknamed 
“Tut,” has long been one 
of the most sought after 
recruits in the state. He 
committed to LSU just 
prior to the beginning 
of his senior season as 
a Wildcat, and the four-
star recruit made good 
on that commitment on 
signing day.  

An explosive edge-rush-
er who expanded his 
game in pass coverage as 
a senior, Cobbins is eager 
to join the Tiger defense. 

“Deep down inside, I 
felt like LSU was the place 

for me since day one,” 
said Cobbins. “I’m from 
Louisiana. I feel like I’m 
a boot boy, and I’ve got to 
go put on for my state.” 

Cobbins said the Tigers 
have indicated they plan 
to use him in a similar role 
as he had at Destrehan. 

“�e Jack position ... 
pass rush, pass drop (cov-
erage), play the end – I’ll 
be all over. Jack of all 
trades. 

“Going to the SEC, I 
feel like that’s where the 

big dogs play at. I want to 
play against the best com-
petition to improve my 
game and get to the NFL.” 

Another SEC sign-
ee was his teammate, 
Robinson, who signed 
with coach Lane 
Ki�n’s Ole Miss Rebels. 
Robinson did it all in his 
tenure with the Wildcats 

and, like Cobbins, was on 
the national recruiting 
radar early on in his prep 
career, showing his ath-
leticism and tremendous 
ball skills throughout.  

While Robinson signed 
to add his skills to the 
Rebel defense, Robinson 
– who played wide receiv-
er, cornerback, kick and 
punt returner and run-
ning back for Destrehan 
during his Wildcats ten-
ure – noted he may have 
put the idea of a few of-

fensive snaps to Ki�n’s 
ear.  

“He’s an o�ensive mas-
termind,” Robinson said 
of Ki�n. “I’m not going 
to play o�ense, but I did 
ask jokingly if I could get 
a couple touches.” 

Robinson called the 
signing a dream come 
true.  

“Coming from 
Louisiana, Ole Miss is one 
of those known, recog-
nized schools,” Robinson 
said. “I thank God for 
this opportunity ... it felt 
like home. I’ve been there 
a couple of times and 
they’ve always shown me 
great hospitality.” 

Mitchell has been a cor-
nerstone of a Destrehan 
line that has proven the 
backbone of the Wildcats’ 
physical o�ensive iden-
tity. �e 6’4, 285-pound 
Mitchell is excited to stay 
close to home and said 
Tulane’s change at head 
coach from Willie Fritz 
did not sway him away 
from joining several for-

mer DHS teammates with 
the Green Wave.  

“You won’t �nd a better 
degree than at Tulane,” 
Mitchell said. “Coach 
(Jon) Sumrall is a winning 

head coach. Coach (Dan) 
Roushar is a good o�en-
sive line coach, so you 
won’t �nd better in that 
area either. It’s an op-
portunity to stay close to 
home.” 

Having several former 
Wildcats on the roster, he 
said, is a plus. 

“�ey said it was ul-
timately my choice,” 
Mitchell said. “I feel like 
(having them there) just 
gives me a better idea 
about expectations, team 
chemistry, what’s actually 
taking place in the locker 
room.” 

�en there’s Lee, who 
has been a true franchise 
player for Destrehan. 

Head coach Marcus Scott 
once said Lee has been 
“the best player in St. 
Charles Parish for a long 
time.” �e running back 

Five state champions sign in 
decorated class at Destrehan
Wildcat stars make their respective next stops of�cial at signing day ceremony
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Kolaj Cobbins, Anthony Robinson, Colin Candebat, Shane Lee and Jayce Mitchell on their signing day at DHS. 

Colin Candebat

Shane Lee

Kolaj Cobbins

“Deep down inside, I felt like 
LSU was the place for me from 
day one. I’m from Louisiana ... 
I’m a boot boy, and I’ve got to go 
put on for my state.”

— Kolaj Cobbins

“I feel like this is gonna be a 
really good �t for me ... I’m 
looking to prove all those other 
teams wrong - I feel like I’m 
underrated.”

— Shane Lee

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

SIGNING to 2B
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After losing its � rst match of the sea-
son, Hahnville bounced back in a big 
way by notching back-to-back victo-
ries on the road to move to 7-1-2 on the 
season. 

� e Tigers defeated Hammond, 4-1, 
and Lakeshore, 3-2, to close out 2023 on 
a high note and continue what’s been 
another very strong season. � ose wins 
came on the heels of the Ascension 
Christian tournament, where Hahnville 
tied University Lab 1-1 and fell to Baton 

Rouge 4-2.
It was a monstrous week for Owen 

Fontenot, who scored � ve total goals 
over the two victories. 

Fontenot led the way against 
Lakeshore – the junior scored two goals 
in the win. Kyle Waits scored a goal as 
well, while Andreas Tregre and Bennett 
Asperin each notched assists. 

Against Hammond, it was a three-
goal e� ort for Fontenot, who combined 
with Daniel Bowman to tally the Tigers’ 
four goals on the night. Tregre had two 
assists, Bowman one and Trevor Breaux 
added another. 

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Fontenot leads way for Tigers 
in back-to-back wins
Junior has scored 16 times this season

It was a truly uncommon - and dominating - feat for the J.B. Martin 8th grade girls soccer team this season, as the Cougars 
� nished their season undefeated and un-scored upon. The Cougars defense allowed no goals all season, making 2023 truly a year 
for the record books at the school.

Your
Community,
Your 
News

www.HeraldGuide.com
— and —

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

Delivered weekly to your door Call 1-800-538-4355 for subscription 
Call 985-758-2795 advertising information.

SIGNING from 1B

joined Destrehan with high expecta-
tions, became the rare DHS athlete to 
earn considerable playing time at the 
position as a freshman, and has been the 
o� ensive focal point of Destrehan for the 
past three seasons.  

Lee now heads to play for a former 
Destrehan head coach in Nicholls’ Tim 
Rebowe. Lee says he is ready. 

“I think this is gonna be a really good 
� t for me,” Lee said.  

He acknowledged he is fueled by the 
perception some have that he lacks pro-
totypical measurables for a college rush-
er at 5’10, 200 lbs.  

“I’m looking to prove all of those other 
teams wrong – I feel like I’m underrated,” 
Lee said. 

Candebat, meanwhile, said that when 
he received the o� er from Henderson 

State – his � rst major o� er of the recruit-
ing process – it was like a weight was re-
moved from his chest. � is has been a 
dream of his – a dream now realized as 
he heads to Henderson State.  

“I got my o� er in September – it 
meant a lot to me and a lot to my mom,” 
Candebat said.  

He said he felt con� dent that if he exe-
cuted as he had while training, he could 
� nd success at last month’s state cham-
pionship swim meet. Still, the reality of it 
was thrilling, he said. 

“I really wanted to win that for 
Destrehan,” said Candebat of the second 
of his two crowns, the 100 breaststroke. 
“Going into that night, I had to step up. I 
knew it would be close, maybe by point-
� ve. I ended up going 58 high and (his 
opponent) went 59 low.” 

Hahnville starters in 3-2 victory over Lakeshore
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Lockdown defense for J.B. 
Martin in unbeaten season

It’s been a huge season overall for for 
Fontenot, who has now scored at least 
one goal in six consecutive games – with 
a total of 11 goals in that span. He has a 
team-leading 16 goals this season and 

has scored in all but one of his team’s 10 
matches. 

Hahnville is now 21-4-3 since the be-
ginning of last season. 
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Kahlil Turner Lifestyles Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Residents encouraged 
to recycle Christmas trees 
for coastal restoration

After all the cookies are eaten and gifts un-
wrapped, St. Charles Parish residents cleaning 
up their holiday mess this year have a once-per-
year opportunity to feel good recycling their 
Christmas trees and participate in coastal res-
toration at the same time. 

From now until Jan. 11, St. Charles Parish resi-
dents can help with the recycling e� ort by drop-
ping o�  their Christmas trees at the designated 
collection bins inside the East and West Bank 
Bridge Parks. Curbside pickup of Christmas 
trees will also be available for residents from 
Jan. 8 - 11.

Parish o�  cials advised all Christmas trees to 
be recycled should be stripped of lights, orna-
ments and stands. Flocked or painted trees can-
not be accepted for recycling, as the trees col-
lected are later placed into local bodies of water, 
where the chemicals on such trees can harm the 
environment. 

Like many other types of recycling programs, 
parish o�  cials say recycling Christmas trees 
each year is an environmentally friendly prac-
tice with clear advantages. 

“It’s a two-fold bene� t,” Earl Matherne, St. 
Charles Parish Planning and Coastal Zone 
Administrator, explained of the parish’s tree re-
cycling program. “Number one, it does bene� t 
the environment when we get it put out there 
[in local coastal areas and marshlands]. And 
number two – it keeps all that huge volume of 
useable material from going into the land� ll.” 

Discarded Christmas trees collected for re-
cycling this January will be installed into local 
marshland areas where they are needed to help 
build up habitat inside St. Charles Parish. 

Areas in need of extra help are � rst identi� ed, 
and then have pens installed, consisting of a 
double row of wooden slat fences, usually four 
to 6 feet tall o�  the water bottom and connect-
ed on the ends. Each pen is built to be between 
75 and 150 feet long. Christmas trees collected 
after the holidays are placed inside each pen, 
which helps the coast and marshland heal itself 
as water � ows through them. 

“� e whole idea of these pens is that you use 
them in pairs or in greater numbers – four or 
� ve di� erent pens in an area – that trap moving 
water and slow it down enough, so the sediment 
falls out of it,” Matherne said.

Over a period of years, trees from the pro-
gram at one time successfully built up between 
10 and 20 acres of newly created ground in the 

La Branche area. � e Christmas trees col-
lected this year will still be used inside 
St. Charles Parish but will now be sent to 
the Simoneaux Ponds area near Bayou 
Gauche, where they will be used to help 
create an improved and diverse habitat for 
� sh, ducks and other wildlife. 

� e tree recycling program was previ-
ously state funded, but as of around 2017, 
the parish began taking full control and 
funding it exclusively with St. Charles 
Parish tax dollars. 

“� e parish has decided it’s an import-
ant enough thing that the parish pays for it 
100 percent,” Matherne explained. “We do 

RECYCLING to 4B

Christmas trees dropped o�  by parish residents last year at one of 
the parish’s two tree collection locations.

VACANT LAND AVAILABLE COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
PARCELS

Lots 886-888 Shamrock. Approx 43.21 Acres - Des Allemands $1,495,000.00
Lots 928 & 51 Hwy 306 Approximately 24.8 Acres - Des Allemands $550,000

3A-1-A RIVER RD - Approximately 58 Acres - Ama - $875,000
2467 LA 306 HY - Approx. 425 Acres - Des Allemands - $5M

RESIDENTIAL ACREAGE LOTS
5 Sunset Ridge Lane - 150/124.16X1533.21/1520.10 -$375,000

4 Sunset Ridge Lane - 5.3 Acres - Des Allemands - $375,000
3 Sunset Ridge Lane -150/121.45x1561.69/1546.13 -$375,000

2 Sunset Ridge Lane - 5.41 Acres - off Grand Ridge Rd - Des Allemands - $375K
1 Sunset Ridge Lane - 217/150x1455.63/1577.92 - horses allowed - $375,000

COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE
105 River Point Drive - Destrehan - approx 2000 sq. ft - $225,000

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS AVAILABLE NOW!
126 Lakewood Drive - Unit 38 - 2 bdrm-1.5 bath - Luling - $1115 mo
126 Lakewood Drive - Unit 29 - 2bdrm - 1.5 bath - Luling - $1115 mo

146 Hickory St. - Boutte - 3 bdrms - 1.5 bath - $1200 mo
406 Early Street - 2 bdrm - 1 bath - corner lot - $1250 mo

500 Kinler Street - 3 bdrm - 1 bath - Section 8 accepted - $1300 mo.
WISHING ALL A RENEWED SENSE OF 

HOPE AND GOALS FOR 2024!  

ENJOY LIFE'S MOMENTS!

REGINA H.
ALLEMAND
A REALTOR WHO CARES

Visit My Website: ReginaAllemand.com

CALL TODAY! CELL:
985.785.0336 504.495.2452
13371 HWY 90 • STE B • BOUTTE

Licensed in state of Louisiana
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Chronic pain is pain that continues for an extended 
period of time or is constantly recurring. It is the lead-
ing cause of disability in the U.S. Chronic pain can last 
more than three to six months and can even last for 
years. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), in 2019, 1 in 14 adults experienced 
high-impact chronic pain. � is translates to having 
pain most days or every day in the past three months 
that limits daily life or work activities. 

 Injury, underlying medical disease and in� amma-
tion can cause complex chronic pain impacting daily 
functions such as job duties, hobbies and everyday liv-
ing. Often, pain management physicians treat a wide 
range of chronic pain conditions, including lower back 
pain, upper back pain, neck pain, joint pain, head-
ache, nerve pain, muscle pain, sports-related injuries, 
work-related injuries and cancer-related pain. Pain 
management physicians use diagnostic procedures to 
evaluate patients and con� rm the origin of pain to de-
termine treatment. 

 Interventional pain management entails a holis-
tic approach to treating chronic pain with treatment 
plans tailored to the patient. Di� erent methods, in-
cluding physical therapy, medications, acupuncture, 
chiropractic care, massage and psychology support, 
are utilized for treatment. Interventional techniques 
and approaches are used to target speci� c conditions 
or sources of pain. � ose with chronic arthritis, muscle 

pain, nerve-related pain, headaches 
and back pain may bene� t from in-
terventional pain management. 

 A variety of treatments are available through inter-
ventional pain management. Ranging from epidural 
steroid injections, peripheral joint injections, muscle 
injections, never blocks and nerve ablation of the spine 
and peripheral to minor surgical procedures. In inter-
ventional pain management, physicians can perform 
peripheral nerve stimulation, spinal cord stimulation, 
sacroiliac joint fusion and kyphoplasty or vertebroplas-
ty. Some treatments can be repeated in intervals de-
pending on the procedure, patient and pain level. 

 � ese techniques are designed to help control pain 
for long periods and improve function. Interventional 
pain techniques and procedures can be an alternative 
to surgical procedures. Patients may also be able to 
participate in more physical therapy and exercise with 
pain relief. 

 Interventional pain management is available at 
Ochsner Health. It can help address chronic pain with 
the hope of improving quality of life. 

Dr. Gerges Azer obtained a medical degree from 
the Faculty of Medicine at Alexandria University in 
Alexandria, Egypt. Dr. Azer completed a residency at 
the Cleveland Clinic in Florida and three fellowships, in-
cluding chronic pain research at the Cleveland Clinic in 

Ohio, regional anesthesia/acute pain, and chronic pain 
at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) in 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Azer obtained two board certi� cations 
in anesthesia and pain medicine. Dr. Azer practices in-
terventional pain medicine at Ochsner Health. To sched-
ule an appointment with Dr. Azer at Ochsner St. Anne 
Hospital (141 Twin Oaks Dr, Raceland) and St. Charles 
Parish Hospital (1054 Paul Maillard Rd, Luling), call 
1-866-624-7637 or visit www.ochsner.org.

BY: GERGES AZER, MDBY: GERGES AZER, MDBY: GERGES AZER, MDBY: GERGES AZER, MD
    OCHSNER HEALTH    OCHSNER HEALTH

Managing Chronic Pain

� e Senate and the House have re-
turned to work but are unlikely to 
get much done before the Christmas 
break— which means January is going to 
be busy.

To recap, Congress passed a short-
term budget package before the 
� anksgiving holiday to avoid a shut-
down. But that gives legislators until 
January 19 to pass some of the budgets 
(Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development) and until February 2 to 
pass other parts (Defense, Health and 

Human Services).1
Congress will leave D.C. before 

December 25 and will return to 
Washington on January 9, which leaves 
only a handful of days before the � rst 
deadline. House Speaker Mike Johnson 
has indicated that there will be no more 
short-term packages.1

In addition to the regulator spend-
ing bills, Congress is expected to act on 
funding proposals for Israel, Ukraine, 
and the southern border.

If it sounds like a lot of “January head-
line risk,” you may be correct. So be 

prepared for some volatility. We can 
hope for the best, but history suggests 
Congress may take its time working 
through the many issues. 

1. FundStrat.com, November 20, 2023

Ryan R. LeBlanc
O�  ce: 504-305-2080
12225 Highway 90, Suite A
Luling, LA 70070
LPL Financial Advisor/Branch Manager
www.leblancwealthmanagement.com 

Provided by Ryan R. LeBlanc

Congress Set For A Busy January

St. Rose Elementary’s 
2023-2024 Teacher of the Year

Jacob � ompson 
was chosen as St. Rose 
Elementary’s 2023-2024 
Teacher of the Year.  
Coach � ompson teach-
es Physical Education 
at SRE.  Pictured from 
left to right are Principal 
Shonda Harris and Coach 
� ompson.

all of the funding on it, and every tree 
stays here – we don’t take trees from 
other places.”

Having administered the program 
for many years, Matherne said the 
strength of the local economy is usu-
ally a good indicator of how many 
Christmas trees they will collect each 
year. St. Charles Parish, the long-
time administrator said, collectively 

tends to buy more Christmas trees 
when residents are � ush with cash at 
Christmas time. 

“On really good years where every-
thing’s booming…we’ll see anywhere 
between 8,000 to 10,000 Christmas 
trees,” Matherne said. “In the past 
couple of years that have been a little 
slower – we’re looking more like 4,000 
to 5,000 [trees collected].”

RECYCLING from 3B
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Sutton was ready for Christmas Athena at Burger King

The Fernandez 
family enjoys the 
Festival of Lights in 
Natchitoches

Reindeer Roman

Rosie and her 
granny meet 
Santa

Melah is ready to see The Nutcracker

Killian and Luna visit with SantaTerrence Jr. and the Grinch

Luke and Margaret

Cullen and Ka’Jai make gingerbread cookies

Khye, Croix and Keegan get Letters from Santa

Kensi and teddy decorate gingerbread houses



6B
DECEMBER 28, 2023 

- JANUARY 3, 2024

Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday • CALL: 985-758-2795 • Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.comCommercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE, 
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE, 
NOTICES, PET NOTICES, 
LOST & FOUND ADS!

Real Estate
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Graduate of 
The Juilliard School
See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Voice Lessons

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996     (504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Place Your Service, Employment, 
Boat, Car, Garage Sale Ads Here.  

985-758-2795

Place Your Service, 
Employment, 

Boat, Car, Garage Sale
Ad Here. 

985-758-2795

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,

 Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco
We do it all from the 

ground up.
Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured! 

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629

Services Services

Services Services

Services Services

BUSH 
HOGGING 

(up to 100 acres)
• Industrial Plant Maintenance
• Concrete Crack & Haul
• Lots cleared & maintained
• Bobcat Service - debris haul
• Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
• Licensed Chemical Spray Applicator

Industrial-Commercial
Residential

STEVE 504-554-9570

Place Your 
Service, 

Employment 
Ads Here

985-758-2795

Employment Employment

Place Your  
Real Estate 

Ad Here
985-758-2795

SENIOR CITIZENS 
20% DISCOUNT

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Charles Social

Concerns Thrift Shop
1601 Paul Maillard Road

Luling, LA
Open 9 - 3:45 Mon - Sat

Amazing Love, Grace & Mercy

Our loving Heavenly Father sends 
us His love, grace & mercy to all His 
children who follow Him daily. Are 

you following Him? It is your choice & 
God’s will that you do. Don’t fail Him 
dear ones, He is going to reward you 
one day. Look forward for that day to 

come. Only the pure in heart & love & 
follow Him will be able to get all that 

is promised us. He paid dearly for that 
so you can inherit the Kingdom of God 
& all He has for you. How can you ne-
glect such love, grace & mercy he gives 

us? We sin, we ask for forgiveness & 
He hears & answers our prayers. How 
long can we keep doing that? Let’s all 

stop that now? Amen

Edna Matherne

Prayers Prayers

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD FOR 
LESS THAN YOU THINK

For more information 
Contact Yvette Dunn 
985-758-2795 
or ydunn@lasmag.com

Now accepting applications for position of: 

Head Football Coach & Safe Schools Mentoring Liaison
Hahnville High School

Initial Deadline: January 12, 2024
POSITION WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-2024 

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BY OWNER, AS IS

125/127 Dixie Dr.
Des Allemands, La
(Bayou Gauche Area)

4 bd, 2 bth, 2240 Sq ft.
Lots 100x140 each

$248,000
Call: 985-665-4000

HOUSE & 
EXTRA LOT
FOR SALE

Merchandise

Street Strider Eliptical Bike 
with trainer and tools. 

Asking $800.00. 
Head board and foot board 
rails. Ethan Allen $50.00. 
Please leave message 

(504)874-2759



DECEMBER 28, 2023 
- JANUARY 3, 2024

ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notice deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. for the 
following issue. To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
or by email legals@heraldguide.com
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Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV

504-512-3355
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, District V

504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,

Division B
985-240-0031

hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Beth Billings 
Councilwoman, Division A

985-603-4068
bbillings@stcharlesgov.net

Julia Fisher-Cormier
Councilwoman, District VII

985-308-0366
jcomier@stcharlesgov.net

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI

985-240-0172
b�sher@stcharlesgov.net

Dick Gibbs
Councilman, District III

504-330-4262
dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net

La Sandra Darensbourg 
Gordon

Councilwoman, District I
985-240-0213

lgordon@stcharlesgov.net

Matthew Jewell
Parish President
985-783-5000

president@stcharlesgov.net

Mary K. Clulee
Councilwoman, District II

504-330-3237
mclulee@stcharlesgov.net

7B

Public Notice

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Lonny Schaubhut, please contact the 
Law O�ce of Joseph Rochelle at 110 
Avenue of Oaks, Destrehan, LA 70047, 
or by calling 985-722-4003.”

Publish: December 21 & 28, 2023

Public Notice

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Milton J. Detillier’s heirs or descen-
dants, please contact the Law O�ce of 
Joseph Rochelle at 110 Avenue of Oaks, 
Destrehan, LA 70047, or by calling 985-
722-4003.”

Publish: December 21 & 28, 2023

Public Notice

“Anyone with information as to the 
whereabouts of Jane Royal or any heirs, 
successors, or assigns, contact Megan M. 
Richardson, Attorney 985-240-9773. 
IMPORTANT RIGHTS INVOLVED.”

Publish: December 28, 2023 & Janu-
ary 4, 2024

Public Notice

“Anyone with information as to the 
whereabouts of Dollinda S. Scott or 
any heirs, successors, or assigns, contact 
Megan M. Richardson, Attorney 985-
240-9773. IMPORTANT RIGHTS 
INVOLVED.”

Publish: December 28, 2023 & Janu-
ary 4, 2024

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice

Public Notice



/HERALDGUIDE /STCHARLESHERALD • SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM10B DECEMBER 28, 2023 - JANUARY 3, 2024 • ST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice
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Publish: December 28, 2023
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Public Notice
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Publish: December 28, 2023 To subscribe, call 1-800-538-4355 or visit www.heraldguide.com

• News
• Lifestyles
• People

• Classi� eds
• Sheri�  Sales
• Sports

We’re the 
Heart of 

St. Charles Parish
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What Do You Get?
• Immediate, daily access 

to our news, features, sports 
and lifestyles stories

• Years of archived content 
at your fingertips

• St. Charles Herald-Guide 
delivered to your mailbox weekly

• Digital edition delivered to your 
inbox every Thursday morning

IN PRINT
& ONLINE!

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

www.HeraldGuide.com or toll free 1-800-538-4355




