
Vicki Bergeron has had some extra incentive to look for-
ward to the holidays this year. 

� e Luling woman along with her son Logan are behind 
the annual Teddy Cares teddy bear drive in which stu� ed 
bears are delivered to children who are being treated for 
cancer at local hospitals. � is year will mark a special 
milestone in the 16-year run of the drive, as for the � rst 
time since 2019, Bergeron will be able to make those teddy 
bear deliveries herself – and once again see the joy those 
gifts bring to each of the recipients. 

COVID restrictions prevented in-person deliveries from 
Bergeron in the past three years, but she’s kept the pro-
gram going nonetheless through that and made sure the 
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Keva Peters Jr. views the 
world through a di� erent 
lens – and he’s re� ning 
the talent that allows oth-
ers to see his point of view 
as well. 

Peters, a Destrehan 
High alum and also a 
graduate of Dillard, is 
studying � lm as a grad-
uate student at Florida 
State. He has big dreams, and even ear-
ly on, his work produced some acclaim. 
His documentary “� e Bigger Picture: 
African American Representation in 
Film” earned Most Outstanding Entry 
among Louisiana high school students 

in the 2018 National History Day com-
petition, which he said really sparked 
a desire to fully commit to the artform. 

In 2022, he released the short � lm 

Take Away Donuts owner Raj Jain re-
cently announced he aims to be back 
operating his popular Boutte area do-
nut shop sometime between late sum-
mer and early fall 2024. 

“I’m looking forward to [reopening], 
because I miss all of my customers,” 
Jain said. “To me, seeing my customers 
each day is like seeing my family every-
day – I miss all of them.” 

Both his business’ sign and the roof 
of Jain’s previously leased building at 
13441 US-90 in Boutte were damaged 
in 2021 after Hurricane Ida struck. 
� e hole created in the building’s roof 
seemed to be small at � rst, but the 
water that leaked inside afterwards 

created a much bigger problem. 
“Ida punched a very minor hole in the 

Destrehan alum 
pursuing � lmmaking dream

Boutte’s Take Away Donuts to make 
a sweet comeback later in 2024

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com
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Keva Peters Jr. (middle) on set of � lm. 

Exterior view of Takeaway Donuts prior to sustaining storm 
damage in 2021.
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17 years after 
his passing, 
Luling teen’s 
legacy lives
on through 
Christmas drive

Vicki Bergeron with son Logan. 

Fresh French Bread
and Pistolettes

Baked Daily
Check us out online at 
majoriasgrocery.com

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte

Open: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm • Closed Sunday • (985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com
Hot or Cold Grab and Go Meal Solutions Now Available!

DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR NOVEMBER 16 - 22, 2023

Pennsylvania Dutch
Egg Nog

liter
$19.99

ml
$10.99

Dr Pepper
24 pack cans

$8.99
We’re Family Owned &

Operated Since 1964

750

1.7

STORE HOURS ON 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 
24TH,  8 AM TO 2 PM. 
WE WILL BE CLOSED 
THANKSGIVING DAY.

WE WILL BE OPEN 
CHRISTMAS EVE

AND NEW YEAR'S EVE 
FROM

8 AM TO 4 PM.

SUPERMARKET
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$2.49/lb $2.49/lb

$10.99/lb

$12.99

$1.99/lb $1.99

$2.99/lb

$2.49/lb

$6.99

$2.99

$4.99/lb

$1.49/lb

Boneless Center Cut 
Pork Loin Roast

In Vac Bag

Spiral Sliced
Bone In Ham

Assorted Types

USDA Select Boneless
Rib Eye Steaks

Family Pack (Choice$13.99 /lb)

Veron
Smoked Sausage

3 lbs - All Types And Martin’s

Sanderson Farms 
Boneless Breast

Jumbo Pack

Food Club
Half & Half

16 oz

Boneless Center Cut 
Pork Chops

Family pack

Baby Back
Pork Ribs

1 piece frozen - Vac pack

Velveeta
Cheese Loaf
 Pre Priced $8.49

Jimmy Dean
Roll Sausage

16 oz - Assorted

USDA Select 
Boneless

Rump Roast

Boston Butt
Pork Roast

2 per vac pack - as is

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday
(985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com

No sales to dealers
Quantity rights reserved on sale items

We’re Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964
Fresh French Bread

and Pistolettes Baked Daily

Propane
Exchange

Now
AvailableCome in and see our 

unadvertised sale items
DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR
NOVEMBER 16 - 22, 2023

Limits may apply. Not all items will be available. No rainchecks. Due  to some limited availability and �uctuations in our supply chain, we may experience shortages.
Supplies are based on availability. Thank you for understanding. Not responsible for typographical errors.

STORE HOURS ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH,  8:00 AM TO 2:00 PM. WE WILL BE CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY.

SUPERMARKET

Majoria’s Catering reminds you that catering orders scheduled 
for pickup from December 20th through Christmas Eve, must 

be ordered and paid for by 4:00 PM on December 16th.
We thank you for your cooperation.

Food Club
Turkeys

Frozen - All sizes

$1.69/lb

WE WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEW YEAR’S EVE FROM 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM.
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$5.99

3lbs/$1.00

2/$4.00

$8.99

$1.69

89¢

$1.99

$4.49

$4.99

$1.99

2/$9.00 59¢$1.29 2/$3.00

$2.99

$2.99

Blue Bell Ice Cream
Half Gallon - Brown or Gold 

Rim & No Sugar Added

Sweet
Potatoes

Stove Top
Stu�ngs

Assorted - 6 oz

Food Club
Vegetable or 

Canola Oil -  Gallon

Pet
Evaporated Milk

12 oz

Green Giant  Cream or 
Whole Corn, Green 

Beans  - 14.5 to 15 oz

Ocean Spray 
Cranberry Sauce
Whole or Jellied - 14 oz

Tony’s Injectable 
Marinades
17 oz - Assorted

Charmin Toilet Tissue 
& Bounty Paper Towels 

Essentials - 6 Rolls

Bruce’s or Sugary 
Sam Cut Yams

29 oz

Coke Products
8 pack bottles or

12 pack cans

Ji�y
Corn Mu�n Mix 

8.5 oz 

Dubon
Petit Pois Peas

15 oz

Food Club
Broths And Stocks

Assorted - 32 oz

Blue Plate 
Mayonnaise

30 oz - 3 Types

Guidry’s
Cut Seasoning

16 oz

US #1
Yellow
Onions

US #1
Red Potatoes

5 lb

Large
Celery

Merlitons

2/$3.00

$2.99

$1.29

59¢

2/$5.00

$1.99/lb

$2.99/lb

$6.99

$2.99

$5.99

Grand
Biscuits

16.3 oz

Center Cut
Bone In

Pork Roast

Family Pack
Ground Beef

3 lbs or more

Veron
Andouille
Large or Link

Big Easy 70/90 Count 
Peeled Gulf Shrimp

1 lb

Rosina
Meatballs

18 to 26 oz - Assorted

Philly
Cream Cheese

8 oz

Veron
Craw�sh Boudin

2 lbs

Louisiana
Craw�sh Tail Meat

1 lb

Aluminum Foil
Roaster Pans
Rectangle or Oval

2/$5.00

$10.99

$9.99

4/$5.00
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St. Charles Parish Sheri� ’s 
O�ce (SCPSO) reported a local 
driver was involved in an auto-
mobile-railroad accident on the 
evening of Nov. 5 at the Ashton 
Plantation railroad crossing in 
Luling. 

As a result of the accident, 
railroad crossings at Ashton 
Plantation, Gassen Street, Paul 
Maillard Road, Sugarhouse Road 
and Queenie Drier were tempo-
rarily blocked while the train and 
tracks were inspected for damage. 

SPSCO sources said the acci-
dent was one of around �ve such 
railroad crossing accidents St. 
Charles Parish deputies handle 
each year, a sound reminder for 
local drivers to exert extreme cau-
tion around railroad crossings. 

“A train can pass at any time, do 
not ignore active warning signs,” 
Amanda Pertuis, SCPSO Public 
Information O�cer, said. “You should never go around 
crossing arms that are down or cross when lights are 
�ashing, even if you do not see a train - always expect 
a train.”

St. Charles Parish is home to around 84 miles of rail-
road tracks crisscrossing the parish, used by around 
�ve di�erent railroad �rms. 

Sources at the SCPSO said the Ashton Plantation 
railroad crossing accident occurred Nov. 5 after the 
vehicle approached the railroad crossing when lights 
were �ashing and crossing arms were down. �e driver 
did not see a train, went around the crossing arms, and 
was struck by an oncoming train on the vehicle’s rear 
driver’s area. 

“�e driver was checked out by 
St. Charles Parish paramedics but 
was not transported to the hospi-
tal,” Pertuis said. “�e vehicle had 
disabling damage and was towed 
by a local towing company.”

�e train involved had no dam-
age, and no passenger injuries 
aboard the train were reported. 

�e driver on Nov. 5 was fortu-
nate to leave the accident short of 
a vehicle but still alive. Many driv-
ers involved in railroad crossing 
accidents don’t always share the 
same fate. 

According to the DOTD, 
around 95 percent of all rail-re-
lated deaths in the United States 
involve either drivers trying to 
beat a train or people trespass-
ing on railroad tracks. Data re-
leased by the Federal Railroad 
Administration indicates 

Louisiana ranks fourth in the na-
tion for such highway-rail grade crossing fatalities. 

“It is illegal to go around lowered crossing arms, and 
violators will be cited and �ned for their deliberate neg-
ligence,” Pertuis said. “Please drive safely and obey all 
tra�c signals.”

St. Charles Parish hosted its second “Let’s Take Care 
of Business” meeting Tuesday, Nov. 7 at the Professional 
Learning Center on Highway 90, seeking input from 
parish business owners regarding zoning changes it is 
planning for the parish’s Highway 90 business corridor. 

Numerous business owners attended the meeting 
along with several parish o�cials and consultants 
hired by St. Charles Parish. 

St. Charles Parish o�cials are seeking to establish 
what is known as an overlay district for four miles of 
property running along Highway 90 in the Boutte and 
Luling areas, a stretch of highway that makes up argu-
ably the parish’s most visible commercial corridor for 
visitors and residents. 

Overlay districts are areas where local governments 
add additional requirements or modify requirements 
for pre-existing zoning areas. �e idea behind them is 
to create design standards for buildings, landscaping 

and signage so that over time, the property owners 
within the overlay district eventually adopt a more use-
able, cleaner and visually appealing look for visitors 
and residents. �e changes can help enhance property 
values and encourage residents and visitors to use the 
area more frequently.     

Foremost on business owners’ minds at the meeting 
was when they would be required to implement these 
changes and the cost of the changes. Local business 
owners at the meeting noted many of the proposed 
changes, such as changing signage out, adding new 
building facades, or improving parking - could quickly 
become expensive. 

St. Charles Parish o�cials at the meeting said they 
are currently exploring ways to help business owners to 
perform the improvements, such as potentially o�ering 
temporary tax freezes for a period of time. 

“Part of what we want to do is to kind of give some 

sort of incentive – and we’re looking at ways to give 
some incentive opportunities to existing businesses to 
make these improvements,” Parish President Matthew 
Jewell said.  

Similar overlay districts have been used as an urban 
planning tool in numerous United States cities like 
Milwaukee, Wis, Philadelphia, Penn. and in nearby ar-
eas like Je�erson Parish. Over time, Je�erson Parish 
successfully used an overlay district to help convert 
the look and feel of the popular commercial area along 
Veterans Memorial Boulevard. 

St. Charles Parish hired consulting �rm NY Associates 
to assess the Highway 90 corridor to better understand 
how an overlay district could best be implemented. 

Some of the suggestions brought up by NY Associates 
included tighter signage size and location requirements 

Luling area railroad accident highlights need 
for driver caution near railroad crossings

St. Charles Parish solicits input from local business 
owners for upcoming Highway 90 corridor changes

View of the Ashton Plantation railroad crossing in Luling, site of a recent railroad crossing accident.

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

HWY 90 on 8A

Commercial corridor in Luling along Highway 90 expected to be part of St. Charles Parish’s new outlay district changes in 2024.
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Unknown to most parish residents, 
the St. Charles Parish government has si-
lently wielded a secret weapon in recent 
years in its e� orts to bring more public 
works projects to the parish. Behind the 
doors of St. Charles Parish’s government 
o�  ces lies its small Grants O�  ce de-
partment that - with the help of just � ve 
employees - brings in tens of millions 
of dollars in outside funds to the parish 
each year. 

After St. Charles Parish recently re-
vealed its upcoming 2024 operating bud-
get, parish o�  cials disclosed around 
22 percent of its sizeable 2024 Special 
Revenue Funds will come from federal 
and state grant funding, accounting for 
over $23 million in grant funding alone 
next year, all secured with the help of the 
Grants O�  ce. 

“Since 2020, the parish’s Grants O�  ce 
has overseen around $96 million in 
federal and state grant funding for St. 
Charles Parish projects,” Carla Chiasson, 
St. Charles Parish Grants Director, re-
cently commented. 

� e parish’s Grants O�  ce has quietly 
been stacking its grants pipeline, with 
many more grant-funded projects yet 
to come. For a parish of just 52,000 peo-
ple, St. Charles Parish currently has a 
whopping $129 million in funding in its 
grant pipeline for various capital proj-
ects across the parish in various stages 

of application, awaiting approval for 
projects like drainage, road, residen-
tial elevations and water infrastructure 
improvements. 

One of the more common arrange-
ments among parish governments is to 
have grants o�  cers scattered through-
out various departments, oftentimes 
giving one employee multiple respon-
sibilities including grant writing to 
help attract grant money for individual 
divisions. 

St. Charles Parish has taken an op-
posite approach and has largely cen-
tralized its grants o�  ce in recent years, 
taking over much of the parish’s grant 
projects within one department. � is 
has allowed full-time grants o�  cers to 
specialize in certain types of grant appli-
cations and projects, streamlining pro-
cesses and helping its department take 
advantage of additional special purposes 
funding released by the federal govern-
ment following several natural disasters 
and storms in recent years. 

“We saw the value of grant funding and 
we know that the opportunity is there, so 
what we did – working with our Grants 
Director Carla Chiasson - we actual-
ly grew our grants department,” Parish 
President Matthew Jewell said. “� e 
Grants Department started with just two 

St. Charles Parish scores $23 million in 2024 grant funding 
with $129 million more in grant pipeline

(TOP): St. Charles Parish signage near the parish’s Highway 90 border.
(BOTTOM): Aerial view of St. Charles Parish’s iconic Luling Bridge spanning the Mississippi River.

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

GRANTS on 8A



/HERALDGUIDE /STCHARLESHERALD • SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM6A NOVEMBER 16 - 22, 2023 • ST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE

Obituaries
Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy 
publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Wirt
Clair Van Wirt stepped 

into the presence of 
her Lord and Savior on 
November 9, 2023.  She 
was born in Queens, New 
York City on June 7, 1934, 
and was the daughter of 
Madison Barker Wilbur 
and Mahala Haviland 
Howe.  As a young child 
growing up on Long Island, she lost her father at 
the age of seven, but was fortunate to spend her 
summers with her grandfather Wilbur on his farm in 
Saratoga, New York.  Clair attended Glens Falls High 
School and then Albany State Teacher’s College.  She 
met her husband-to-be Alfred Paul Van Wirt on a blind 
date at dinner in Glens Falls, New York with another 
blind dating couple – and he was the other gal’s date!  
They married October 19, 1955, and spent over 57 
years together until Al’s death in 2013.

Once married, Clair and Al moved to Charleston, 
West Virginia, and then to Luling, Louisiana where 
they lived until Al retired in 1996, then moving to 
Jonesborough, Tennessee.  Clair and Al also enjoyed 
time in the summers in the cool mountains of Cattail 
Creek, near Burnsville, North Carolina.  

Clair was a devoted wife and mother, and her great-
est role in life was with her family, raising their three 
boys Doug, Peter, and Tom.

Clair is a Christian, trusting in Jesus Christ as her 
Lord and Savior since she was 12 years old.  Her 
earthly body has died, but she is alive in the presence 
of God today, now rejoicing with her husband and 
many other friends and family who have gone before 
her.  She wants you to know that God loves you, and 
that Jesus died on the cross for your sins and rose 
again from the grave so that we can have victory over 
sin and death, and that you can trust in Him also.  
When discussing her �nal wishes, she said that she 
wanted “Jesus Saves” on her grave stone.  

While in Luling, Clair taught an  Explorer’s Bible 
Study class and had many ladies from different 
churches and denominations.  She used “Clair’s Bell” 
to ring during the meetings if discussions wandered to 
issues of differing opinions to maintain harmony.    

Clair and Al were also square dancers and were 
members of the local Louisiana square dance club 
“The Swamp Stompers”.

Clair was also a proli�c artist.  She took many class-
es from famous painters in the French Quarter of New 
Orleans, and used watercolor, acrylic, oil, charcoal, 
and even silkscreen for some of her work.  

Clair and Al both have countless good friends in 
their communities, and were members and attended 
Bible Center Church in Luling Louisiana, Trinity Baptist 
Church in Jonesborough Tennessee, and Bolens 
Creek Baptist Church in Burnsville Tennessee, and 
loved singing in the choir.  They were also fond of their 
Cattail Creek homeowner’s association regular din-
ners in the mountains. 

Clair was preceded in death by her husband Al, and 
is survived by her three sons Doug (Sharon), Peter 
(Debbie), and Tom (Penny); her seven grandchildren 
Steph (Hermes), Mike (Lizzie), Zoe (Farris), Raegan, 
Seth, Ian, and Olivia; her three great-grandchildren, 
Iris, Xavier, and Milo, her cousins, and many friends.

Clair’s funeral service of worship and thanksgiving 
will be held at Trinity Baptist Church; 260 Headtown 
Rd, Jonesborough, TN 37659 on Saturday, November 
18, 2023, at 1pm with visitation and reception follow-
ing.   The interment will follow at Fairview Cemetery at 
4pm; 1033 Leesburg Rd. Jonesborough, TN 37659.

Flowers may be sent to Dillow-Taylor Funeral Home; 
418 W. College Street; Jonesborough, TN 37659, 
and those desiring to send a donation may send it to 
Trinity Baptist Church P.O. Box 99 Jonesborough, TN 
3765, for the choir fund.

Condolences may be sent to the Van Wirt Family 
online at www.dillow-taylor.com.

Dillow-Taylor Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 
Jonesborough, TN 423-753-3821

Hogan 
Kenneth J. Hogan, 79, 

a native of Bayou Gauche, 
LA and a resident of 
Gray, LA, passed away on 
Monday, November 13, 
2023.

Visitation will be from 
5:00 pm until 9:00 pm on 
Thursday, November 16, 
2023 at Falgout Funeral 
Home, Raceland, LA and from 9:00 am until 11:00 am 
November 17, 2023 at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Paradis, LA. A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at 11:00 am with burial to follow in St. 
Charles Cemetery, Luling, LA.

He is survived by his companion, Betty Authement; 
daughters, Rhonda Hogan Boudreaux (Elray), Michelle 
Hogan Tate; son, Michael Hogan (Heather); grand-
children, Derek Cantrelle (Chelsi), Dustin Cantrelle, 
Christopher Tate (�ancé, Carley), Taylor Maise 
(Conner), Jourdyn Hogan (�ancé, Lee); step grand-
children, Dylan Burch, Brody Authement, Leland 
Authement, Ahri Authement, Taylor Boudreaux and 
Joshua Boudreaux; great grandchildren, Sloane 
Cantrelle and Hank Cantrelle.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty 
Melancon Hogan; son-in-law, Stephan Tate; parents, 
Andrew and Eunice Matherne Hogan; sister, Louella 
Deroche and brother, Bobby Hogan.

Kenneth enjoyed going to his camp, �shing, dancing, 
making trawl nets and �y tying. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran. He was a loving husband, father and grandfa-
ther who enjoyed spending time with his family.

Falgout Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Arrests
• Josh Hollywood, 23, of 19 Cynthia Street in 
Waggaman, was arrested Nov. 13 and charged with 
domestic abuse battery/child endangerment. He 
was a fugitive (three counts). 

• Dwayne Trahan, 31, of 127 Ormond Meadows Drive in 
Destrehan, was arrested Nov. 13 and charged with 
second degree battery, domestic abuse battery/
minor injury, simple battery and simple criminal 
damage to property. 

• Jared Matherne, 32, of Giacomo Street in Norco, was 
arrested Nov. 8 and charged with domestic abuse 
battery/child endangerment. 

• Michelle Cain, 48, of 515 Barreca Street in Norco, 
was arrested Nov. 10 and charged with distribution 
of Klonopin, possession of marijuana and posses-
sion or distribution of drug paraphernalia. 

• Sarah Willis, 43, of 224 Central Avenue in Houma, 
was arrested Nov. 7 and charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, possession or distribution of 
drug paraphernalia, and traf�c violation. She had an 
attachment. 

Sheriff’s Reports
Suspects are innocent until proved guilty in a court of law 
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roof, but it brought with 
it a bunch of water,” Jain 
explained. “�e power 
was out for about three 
to four weeks, and we 
were not able to quickly 
come in and clean the 
building – so the water 
inside the building just 
accumulated and began 
to develop mold and 
mildew.”

�e roof and interior 
of his building eventually 
would need to be stripped bare given 
the severity of the resulting water dam-
age. Take Away Donuts’ building now 
sits along Highway 90 with an open roof 
and four bare walls, patiently waiting 
for contractors to restore it to working 
order once again. 

In the �rst 18 months following the 
storm, it seemed Jain’s business might 
not reopen. As a tenant in the building, 
his insurance proceeds were minimal, 
and his longtime landlord – whom he 
had made several attempts to purchase 
his business’ building from 
over the years – delayed re-
pairing or selling while she 
waited on the outcome of 
delayed insurance proceeds. 
His landlord later opted to 
sell the building to local in-
vestor Mike Nabut. 

In June of this year Nabut, 
who was friends with the Jain 
family, agreed to sell Jain his 
purchase agreement, which 
allowed Jain to �nally pur-
chase the Highway 90 loca-
tion he had long sought to 
own for decades. 

With the building �nally his and two 
years following Hurricane Ida now in 
his rearview mirror, Jain quickly began 
navigating some of the same painstak-
ing storm recovery issues this fall many 
other locals before him had already 
faced. Construction, building codes, 
engineering, �nancial matters, permit-
ting and other complications all need-
ed to be addressed in order to get his 
business back up and running, moving 
parts that have begun to slowly pick up 
pace. 

�e local businessman said he has 
just a few �nal issues to address before 
he can put his restoration project out to 
bid with local general contractors. 

Jain �rst purchased Take Away 
Donuts around 1985, an opportunity 

he stumbled upon via a local classi�ed 
advertisement. By then, the business 
had already been operating on Highway 
90 for six or seven years with its prior 
owner. 

“Hard work and persistence paid o�,” 
Jain said, who had worked in the hospi-
tality industry in his native India before 
�rst immigrating to the United States 
in the early 1980s. “�e community 
loved me…people realized - this guy’s 
got a better product, a better attitude 
and better people working for him.”

With loyal employees in his employ, 
sales continued to improve throughout 
the 1990s. Jain later introduced his own 
donut shop version of the Mardi Gras 
king cake around 2000 – which quickly 
became a hit with locals. 

“Since 2000, every Mardi Gras season 
we would sell out of king cakes; we just 
could not keep up with demand,” Jain 
mentioned. 

bears were delivered. 
“People would come to me and ask, 

‘Hey, are you still doing it?’” Bergeron 
said. “With COVID and the storm, it was 
hard to really ask for help, but we man-
aged to keep it going. I’m really excited 
to be able to go back and do it in full 
again.”

It’s a labor of love for Bergeron, and 
just as it brings smiles to the faces of the 
children on the receiving end, it creates 
joy for her as well during a time that is 
otherwise quite di�cult for her and her 
family. 

At the very heart of Teddy Cares is 
Bergeron’s son, Kyle. 

Dec. 30 of this year marks 17 years 
from the day of Kyle’s passing following 
a 22-month battle with leukemia. He was 
just 18 years old. 

Following his passing, Bergeron and 
Logan brainstormed ways to honor and 
continue Kyle’s memory—“We hoped 
to do something that would make him 
proud,” Bergeron said — and something 
clicked in Logan’s mind that’s since be-
come a tradition.

“He just blurted it out. ‘Mom, we’ve 
gotta get our money together that we’d 
spend on him, that you’d spend on us for 
Christmas, and bring Teddy bears to the 
kids at the hospital,’” she said. “He just 
knew that’s what we had to do, and there 
wasn’t any question. I feel like (Logan 
and Kyle) they still have that thing, that 
connection going on (as twins).

“�at �rst Christmas, we didn’t feel 
like celebrating. We didn’t know how 
we’d get through Christmas without 
Kyle. And (Logan) came up with that 
idea to bring the teddy bears. We’ve been 
doing it ever since.”

Bergeron said Kyle had a very soft spot 
for the younger children going through 
the same painful and exhausting treat-
ments he had to endure.

As many as 300 bears have been de-
livered in a given year to brighten the 

holidays for hospitalized children and 
their families. �rough the Teddy Cares 
drive, sponsors are secured for each bear 
for $15, and each sponsor may name 
the bear. Often, the bears are named in 
memory of loved ones who have passed. 
In recent years, Teddy Cares has expand-
ed with gift cards going to several recipi-
ents – Bergeron said that addition came 
with older children/teenagers in mind.

Bergeron has said there is little in the 
world that matches the feeling of see-
ing a child’s face brighten when receiv-
ing their bear, which she delivers to local 
hospitals the Saturday before Christmas. 
Even beyond that, she said the process is 
truly a rewarding one as it allows a con-
nection with families battling the same 
great adversity that her own knows all 
too well.

�e community has embraced the 
Teddy Cares drive – seven St. Charles 
Parish schools are involved and help 
raise money for the drive. 

At one of those schools, Mimosa Park 
Elementary – where Bergeron works as 
a para-educator – she recently talked to 
the students in a presentation during 
the schoolwide community’s monthly 
meeting. During that presentation, she 
spoke about Kyle’s life.

“I read it to them like a story,” Bergeron 
said. “I want to tell you a story about a 
boy named Kyle, a 16-year old boy who 
loved to sing and dance and who was 
very active in community theatre.”

She told them about how he lives on 
after his passing through Teddy Cares. 
A nurse who cared for Kyle during his 
cancer battle joined the presentation 
and spoke about what it was like seeing 
the children at the hospital receiving the 
bears and what it meant to them. 

“One neat thing was that we high-
light a character trait for every month, 
and this month was gratitude,” Bergeron 
said. “So, she was able to build o� of that 
as she talked about it, how the bears put 
a smile on their face.”

�ose interested in sponsoring have 
several avenues to do so. Local busi-
nesses accepting sponsor sheets and 
donations are Mariono’s, Cherry Lane 
Boutique, First National Bank USA in 
Boutte, Roussell’s Fine Jewelry and Pit 
Stop Saloon.

“It’s a di�cult time for us, but this just 
makes me get up and go,” said Bergeron. 
“Of course, the sadness hits at this time 
of year, but this is my drive. It keeps me 
going and I know that Kyle is 100 per-
cent behind this – it’s what he would 
have wanted and I know he would be so 
proud to see how far its come.”

TAKE AWAY from 1ATEDDY CARES from 1A

Local investor Mike Nabut poses with business owner Raj Jain and Jain’s spouse after 
selling his Takeaway Donuts building purchase agreement to the Jain family.

Logan and Kyle Bergeron

DAVE MILLET

985.331.9077
DAVEMILLETINSAGENCY.COM

INSURANCE AGENCY
Metairie • Boutte • Destrehan • Marrero

Slidell • Hammond • Gonzales • LaPlace • Spring�eld

13491 Highway 90, Suite 1A • Boutte  (Across from Walgreens)
WE ARE BACK IN OUR OLD LOCATION!
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along Highway 90, building façade re-
quirements for new development, along 
with additional lighting, landscap-
ing, drainage and parking changes for 
Highway 90. 

O�  cials said current business own-
ers along the Highway 90 corridor are 
expected to be “grandfathered” in and 
would not be required to make any of the 
new changes until a new policy trigger 
event such as a substantial renovation, 
new development or change in owner-
ship occurs. � e exact triggers of what 
will require business owners to comply 
with the new regulations have not yet 
been decided upon by parish o�  cials. 

Jewell said at the meeting he hopes to 
further develop and then implement the 
new overlay district regulations some-
time in 2024. 

St. Charles Parish has already 

completed a portion of its three-phase 
plan of clearing out overgrown areas 
along Highway 90 between the highway 
and the railroad. Once complete, Jewell 
said at the meeting the parish may later 
add drainage or landscaping improve-
ments to the cleared area as part of the 
overall Highway 90 overlay district plan. 

“We’re committed to continuing that 
[beauti� cation and clearing] project – it 
does take a lot of man hours, it does take 
a lot of crew and equipment to [com-
plete],”  Jewell said at the meeting, com-
menting that parish workers are taking a 
pause on the project while they attend to 
addressing other areas before returning 
back to the clearing work in the coming 
months. “I think it does look a lot better 
– we’ve gotten a lot of compliments from 
residents.”

HWY 90 from 4A

“Free Game” that he pro-
duced. Peters also in-
terned on set for the 
Edward Buckles direct-
ed � lm “Katrina Babies,” 
a documentary stream-
ing on HBO Max that 
delves into the impact of 
Hurricane Katrina on the 
youth of New Orleans. 

Currently, Peters’ eyes 
are set on his next proj-
ect, a short � lm inspired by his expe-
riences with COVID-19. Peters con-
tracted the illness twice, but the � lm 
is more focused on how the introduc-
tion of COVID a� ected the world and 
how people reacted day-to-day to the 
situation. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s going to be a hor-
ror � lm, but I’m going to shoot it like 
one,” Peters said. “Just human inter-
actions when it � rst happened – how 
people would look at you after a simple 
cough or sneeze.”

Peters, 22, said he was fortunate that 
his two bouts with COVID didn’t mate-
rialize past relatively mild symptoms. 
But as was the case with so 
many others, his college expe-
rience was altered due to the 
many measures necessitated 
by the illness. 

Nonetheless, he continued 
to explore and harness his love 
of � lmmaking. Free Game was 
Peters’ capstone project at 
Dillard, and it represented the 
� rst short � lm that he directed 
by himself.

“� e message behind that � lm is 
that life is short, and it’s important to 
be thankful for what you have,” Peters 
said. “It’s about dealing with grief, and 
communication. So much happens be-
cause people don’t know how to com-
municate their feelings when they’re 
angry. � e issue escalates, but a simple 
conversation can solve so much.” 

Peters said that creating the � lm, 
which can be viewed currently on 
YouTube, was one of the truly exciting 
experiences of his life.

“It sounds cliché, but that was a case 
where I felt I had this story burning 
inside me and I just had to get it out,” 
Peters said. “People seemed to really 
like it – the people who watched it and 
the people who worked on it enjoyed it, 
and it was something I enjoyed. Just a 
great learning experience, and that � lm 
kind of solidi� ed the fact that I wanted 

to further my education in this.”
Peters applied to several � lm schools 

following Dillard, and initially he 
seemed destined for USC, which he 
called his dream school. 

Ultimately, however, Florida State 
proved to make more sense – as a con-
servatory program, it allowed him to 
choose his own discipline – in this case, 
to study to become a � lm director. 

He said that since that � rst docu-
mentary he � lmed while at Destrehan, 
he’s grown greatly as a � lmmaker. In 
fact, he said the craft itself has also lent 
to his own personal growth. 

“I understand my voice and what I 

want to say,” Peters said. “As you con-
tinue to do this, of course the techni-
cal aspects are going to improve. But if 
you don’t know how to use those tools, 
what good are they? I know now, more 
than any other point, what I want to 
say and what I want to create – I know 
myself better, so I have a clear under-
standing of my artistic identity.”

He has high ambitions for the future, 
but that doesn’t distract him from his 
love of the grind and the journey to get 
there. 

“Filmmaking gives me the opportu-
nity to continue learning more about 
myself and more about the world,” he 
said. “I’m able to express myself and 
communicate that. It’s art. I love being 
a part of that sense of community with 
people, being able to have people who 
gravitate toward things I create. I love 
it and I don’t see that ever changing.”

FILMMAKING from 1A

Local business owners provide input to parish leaders and consultants at a recent meeting discussing St. Charles Parish’s future 
Highway 90 overlay district. 

GRANTS from 5A

people – I think we’re up to � ve now.”
When federal and state grant pro-

grams require local governments to 
comply with certain stipulations to keep 
its grant funding, the St. Charles Parish 
Grants O�  ce assists with that as well, 
making sure parish departments receiv-
ing grant funds remain in compliance to 
keep the money � owing in.

� e parish’s return on investment for 
the spend on its Grants O�  ce has been 
tremendous, enough to make super in-
vestors like Warren Bu� et jealous. 

“When you compare the Grants 
O�  ce’s operating budget from 2020 
to 2023 to the funding awarded, the 
o�  ce has secured $50 in funding for 

every dollar spent on the Grants O�  ce,” 
Chiasson said. 

Jewell acknowledged there are sever-
al expensive public works projects, such 
the parish’s drainage master plan project 
carrying a hefty $500 million price tag, 
that the parish could not begin to tackle 
without the use of federal grants. 

‘St. Charles Parish can’t fund [large 
$500 million projects] itself – no parish 
can,” Jewell said. “We really have to rely 
on grant funding to help us stretch our 
taxpayer dollars, which we have been 
doing. And I think St. Charles Parish – 
not just with my administration but with 
previous administrations – has found a 
lot of success in that.”

Keva Peters on set. 

Ask for information at Market Welcome 
Booth, call or email. SNAP Bene�ts + 
Matching up to $20 available at BOTH 
Markets.

For our Vendor List, Newsletter
Sign-Up, Recipes and more,

Visit our web site.
www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org 

or see us on Facebook

UNIQUE GIFTS
EXTENSIVE
PRODUCT

SELECTION!

For more information call 504-782-8517

United Way Partner follow us on

Debit &
Credit Cards

Accepted

German Coast Farmers’ Market Match Program

We Accept

SNAP

8am - Noon
Destrehan Library

160 W. Campus Dr.
Destrehan

1pm - 5pm
St. Charles Parish

West Bank Bridge Park
13825 River Road

Luling

Saturday
Market

UPCOMING
ENTERTAINMENT

Wednesday
Market

November 18th
Musician, Kyle Labat
Cooking demo by
Chef Richard Kiral
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Semaj Walker of Destrehan chases down a Terrebonne ballcarrier. 
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It’s been 24 victories in 
a row for the Destrehan 
Wildcats, a tremendous 
accomplishment by any 
standard. 

But the number this 
team has an eye on is two 
– as in a second straight 
championship in a row. 

�e team’s Division I 
non-select state champi-
onship defense o�cial-
ly begins Friday night at 
Wildcat Stadium as No. 
3 Destrehan hosts No. 
14 seeded Belle Chasse 
in a round two playo� 
matchup. 

Destrehan will be 
playing well-rested. �e 
Wildcats’ 10-0 record in 
the regular season earned 
them a bye week in round 
one – each of the top four 
seeds in the bracket were 
o� in the playo�s’ open-
ing week. 

And indeed, the team is 
one week healthier in one 
very key regard. Starting 
running back Shane 
Lee is expected to make 
his return to the lineup 
this week according to 
DHS head coach Marcus 
Scott. Lee, a senior who 

has been the engine of 
the Wildcats’ o�ense 
since his sophomore sea-
son, has piled up several 
big rushing nights over 
Destrehan’s postseason 
runs. He missed the �nal 

three games of the regular 
season due to injury, but 
Scott said Lee is well-rest-
ed and ready to go.

“He could have played 
the last two weeks there 
– we wanted to be cau-
tious,” said Scott. “We’re 
very excited to have him 
back.”

At the same time, 

running back Shane 
Ward carried the load in 
Lee’s absence, leaving him 
all the more experienced 
for when his number is 
called over the next sever-
al weeks. 

“We’re in very good 
shape with those two,” 
Scott said. “(Ward) is 
comfortable now. He’s 
carried it for us a few 
weeks in a row and he 
embraced it. 

Last season, Destrehan 
sprung out of the bye 
week with a 35-14 win 
over Dutchtown. 

�ere is always a “rest 
vs. rust” debate com-
ing out of a bye – the 
Wildcats have proven to 
handle it well before as 
a program, though Scott 
has cautioned that this is 
a di�erent group with nu-
merous new starters from 
a year ago, so nothing can 
be taken for granted. 

No. 14 seeded Belle 
Chasse dominated its 
�rst-round game against 
No. 19 Parkway, earning a 
43-16 win to advance.  

�e Cardinals (7-3) en-
ter on a four-game win-
ning streak, allowing just 
24 points over those four 
games. Belle Chasse’s 

three losses all came at 
the hands of strong oppo-
sition in Shaw, Newman 
and Vandebilt Catholic.  

�is has been a danger-
ous early round team in 
recent years. Last week’s 
win represents the �fth 
time in �ve years that 

Belle Chasse has reached 
at least the second round 
of the state playo�s, high-
lighted by a quarter�-
nal run in 2021 – one the 
Cardinals are attempting 
to match with a win over 
Destrehan. Head coach 
Stephen Myers has been 

at the helm of the Belle 
Chasse program for more 
than a decade and has 
maintained a tradition of 
success. 

Jaedon Voisin is the 
central �gure on o�ense. 

Destrehan readies to host 
Belle Chasse in round two
Cardinals led by powerful running back; Wildcats start title defense off of bye week
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Destrehan center Michael Reed. 

“Their run 
game is 
outstanding. 
(Voisin) is a 
dynamic player 
who can play 
running back 
or quarterback 
- it makes 
them tough to 
prepare for.”

— Marcus Scott on 
Belle Chasse

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

WILDCATS on 6B
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No. 1 Bank in Louisiana

BOUTTE
13386 Highway 90

985.785.8411
www.fnbusa.com

No. 1 Bank in Louisiana
by Bank Performance Report

Awarded 5 Star 
“Superior” Rating

by Bauer Financial, Inc.

NO
HASSLE
PERSONAL
SERVICE
No. 1 ranking  based on Net Interest 
Income, Efficiency, Asset Quality, 
Return on Equity, Non-Performing 
Assets and Return on Assets

WE’RE FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1964
SUPERMARKET
Majoria’s

PROPANE
EXCHANGE

NOW
AVAILABLE

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte
OPEN

Monday - Saturday: 8 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday

785-2431 • 785-2441
FAX: 785-8884

MONDAY
Red Beans and Rice

with Sausage
TUESDAY

Hamburger Steak and 
Mac & Cheese

WEDNESDAY
Italian

THURSDAY
Fried Chicken

FRIDAY
Fried Seafood

HOT GRAB & GO
MEALS! 

OffenseOffenseOffense
Shane Lee
Running back

Jackson Fields
Quarterback

Destrehan’s powerful rusher projects 
to return this Friday night after miss-
ing the � nal two games of the regular 
season. � e running game is the base 
on which so much of Destrehan’s of-
fense � ows, be it rushing yardage or 
the play action passing attack, and de-
fensive fears about Lee and the DHS 
o� ensive line open everything up. 

In just his sophomore season, Fields 
has emerged as one of the state’s most 
proli� c passers. He spreads the ball 
around to a talented group of receiv-
ers and backs and has also proven to 
be a threat to take o�  and run. Friday 
night represents his � rst playo�  start.

destrehan
PLAYERS toWATCH

Offense
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TODAY’S CAR CARE

985-785-9510
CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT

THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
TODAYSCARCARE.COM

COMPLETE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICES
90 MIMOSA AVE

AT HWY. 90
GEAUX TIGERS
& WILDCATS

LaDentalCenterBoutte.com

WE’LL SEE YOU... TODAY!

(985) 758-5110
14243 Hwy 90 East • Boutte

(1/2 mile from Hahnville High School)

✓ Emergencies & Walk-Ins Welcome
✓ Friday And Saturday Appointments
✓ Interest-Free Financing
✓ In-Network With Most Dental 

Insurance & Medicaid
✓ Sedation To Ease Anxiety
✓ Denture Services Available 

(Fabrication, Repairs & Relines)

A Team of General Dentists and Specialists 
Working Together to Care for Your Entire Family

Quynh Nguyen, D.D.S.
Joseph Le, D.D.S.

Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr., D.D.S.
Ronald A. Mancuso, Jr., D.D.S.

Minh Do, D.D.S.
Joleen Phan, D.M.D.

Khanh Luong, D.D.S., M.S. – Orthodontist
Luis Moncada, D.M.D. – Periodontist

YOUR
DENTAL
HOME
TEAM

defensedefensedefense

Kolaj Cobbins
Linebacker

Anthony Robinson
Defensive back

Cobbins has only become more dom-
inant over the years since breaking 
into the lineup early in his Destrehan 
tenure. � e LSU-committed line-
backer/edge rusher wrecks opposing 
gameplans, generating sacks, fumbles 
and – as he did against Terrebonne 
in district play – even the occasional 
pick six out of his coverage. 

Robinson is this team’s jack of all 
trades. � e Mississippi State commit-
ment primarily plays defensive back 
for the Wildcats – as both a safety and 
cornerback – but also is a very dan-
gerous returner in the kicking game 
and a threat at wide receiver or run-
ning back alike on o� ense. 

destrehan
PLAYERS toWATCH

defense
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Don’t dare blink when St. Rose native 
�anh Le enters the cage for a �ght – the 
mixed martial artist has a knack for end-
ing things quickly. 

Actually, the better description would 
be “multi-time world champion” �anh 
Le, who captured the ONE Fighting 
Championship interim featherweight 
title last month in dominant fashion, 
beating Ilya Freymanov by submission in 
just over a minute at Lumpinee Boxing 
Stadium in Bangkok, �ailand.

“�at (stadium) has such a rich histo-
ry with so many amazing �ghters who 
have fought there,” said Le. “�e cool and 
di�erent thing there is it’s only a com-
bat sports arena – it was made for this. 
(Winning there) is de�nitely one thing I 
can cross o� my bucket list.”

His resume in the cage suggest Le is 
made for this, too. 

�e early �nish is commonplace for 
Le, who is 14-3 as a professional �ghter. 
All of those 14 wins have seen Le �nish 
his opponent, with 10 of those ending in 
round one. 

�ere was one relatively uncommon 
wrinkle in his win over Freymanov – it 
was the �rst submission win Le secured 
since a 2014 win over Matt Vaughn, the 
second pro win of Le’s career. All of his 
other �nishes came via KO/TKO.

“A lot of people haven’t seen my grap-
pling, but it’s been getting better and bet-
ter over the years,” Le said. “I work with 
some really good guys. My team here 
at my gym in Metairie, LeBros MMA, 
Shawn Gayton and the guys at Mid City 
MMA … I had Ryan Hall in my corner for 
this �ght, and he’s been a huge help for 
me.”

Fittingly, Le �nished Freymanov with 

a heel hook – which is the calling card 
of Hall, who is nicknamed “�e Wizard” 
and defeated MMA legend B.J. Penn with 
the hold. 

“It was nice to show it o� to him, kind 
of some kudos to him for his help over 
the years,” Le said. 

�is was the third time Le has won 
championship gold. In January of 2018, 
he won the LFA Interim Heavyweight 
Championship by TKO over Bobby 
Mofett. In October of 2020, he defeated 
Martin Nguyen by TKO to earn the ONE 
Featherweight World Championship.

Prior to the Freymanov matchup, Le 
was scheduled for a July rematch with 
Tang Kai, who earned the Featherweight 
Championship from Le last year by deci-
sion. A knee injury sidelined Kai, howev-
er, and along with it that matchup. �e 
interim championship win puts Le on 
course to collide with Kai again once the 
latter returns, for a title uni�cation bout. 

Le’s unique �ghting style has left few 
prepared to last with him in the cage. His 
punches land hard, but there’s a science 
behind it all. 

“My brother (Vinh Le) and I worked 
together to create a really unique style 
that emphasizes my best traits and the 
things I do well,” Le explained. “�ings 
like moving our opponents throughout 
the ring, creating gains that the oppo-
nent isn’t quite able to keep up with … 

basically, moving you into our strikes. If 
I can get you moving toward what I’m 
throwing at you, that really ampli�es the 
power I have.”

�at knockout blow comes when the 
opponent least expects it. 

His resume tends to make one think 
about o�ense. But often, the best o�ense 
is a good defense. Le’s �ghts often end 
with that one knockout blow, but he’s 
not charging in to trade blows. 

“You can hit hard, and I can hit hard 
… whether a guy is known for knockouts 
or not, this is a grown man who trains to 
�ght for a living. He can de�nitely knock 
me out,” Le said. “I’m glad I get a lot of 
�nishes and it entertains people, but at 
the same time, I’m here to make a living 
for my family, �rst and foremost.”

Le calls his approach an assassin-like 
mentality. 

“I’m posted up in a window. You have 
no idea where I’m at,” Le said. “I pop out 
that window for a split second, I hit my 
target and go home.”

Each �ght is a completely di�erent an-
imal, Le said. While in some cases, these 
�ghts last mere seconds, the preparation 
leading up to that is in large part where 
Le earns his victory money. He prides 
himself on knowing his opponent and, 
along with his team, crafting the right 
game plan to defeat each speci�c foe. 

“Your camp is 75 percent about 

strategy,” he said. “�e rest is making 
sure you’re in shape, that you’re making 
weight. But strategy is what separates 
you from the pack. In this sport, every-
one hits hard. Everyone’s strong, every-
one’s fast.

“I’m de�nitely a huge part of my own 
coaching. I think about the game, think 
about myself and what I’m great or not 
great at. I �nd a lot of �ghters don’t do 
that well. I �nd the best �ghters do that 
really well.”

Le’s tactics are always evolv-
ing. Sometimes he’s found inspira-
tion via some of the biggest names 
in the sport – MMA greats like Isreal 
Adesanya, Georges St. Pierre, Alexander 
Volkanovski and Stephen “Wonderboy” 
�ompson. He’ll borrow from them, but 
most often, it’s that one-on-one work 
with his training partners and coaches 
like brother Vinh, Gayton, Hall and UFC 
contender Cory Sandhagen, who Le was 
preparing to work with this week. 

His next �ght has not been set just yet, 
so the champ is back home to enjoy the 
holidays for the time being – just not too 
much.

“You don’t want to get too heavy be-
tween �ghts,” Le said. “You don’t know 
when that call might come. But hopeful-
ly we’ll have that date and venue by the 
beginning of the year – I de�nitely want 
to get back in there ASAP.”

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

St. Rose �ghter a knockout artist 
in MMA cage, multi-time champion

Thanh Le after Featherweight Championship victory. 

All 14 of his pro wins are by knockout or submission

WILDCATS from 1B

�e running back �gures to see a big workload, and to see him it’s little question as 
to why – his 6’3, 250-pound frame can handle the job. Voisin is a two-way player who 
also stars at linebacker. He is a Southeastern commitment.  

“�eir run game is outstanding,” said Scott. “(Voisin) is a defensive kid, too. He can 
also play quarterback, so it makes it tough to prepare for. He’s a dynamic player. �ey 
look to get the numbers advantage at the point of attack and they’ve very technically 
sound in what they like to do.

“�ey play several kids who can line up in di�erent spots – they’re interchangeable. 

�ey played three kids at quarterback last game – some of that is because of injury, 
but we have to be ready for all of them.”

Amari Ambrose starts at quarterback and Jacob Black is his top target. 
Linebacker Cedric Harris and defensive lineman Savion Barthelemy lead the way 

on defense.  
“(Bartelemy) is very active,” said Scott. “(Harris) makes a lot of plays for them.”
In last week’s win over Parkway, Voisin got his team rolling with a 67-yard touch-

down run. �at was the �rst of his four touchdown runs on the night. 

Le earned championship gold with this heel hook last month. 



5BST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE • NOVEMBER 16 - 22, 2023

Scenes
from the sidelines
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Kahlil Turner Lifestyles Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Local businessowner Monica Carruth 
embodies the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship in St. Charles Parish, having found 
a viable opportunity in a trending pre-
sentation medium for meat and artisan 
cheese trays – known as charcuterie 
boards - and created an entire business 
around them. 

� e Montz resident’s business sprout-
ed up just two years ago from a cre-
ative food hobby she picked up almost 
unexpectedly. In 2021, Carruth began 
to observe charcuterie boards gaining 
popularity on social media feeds every-
where and saw them as a great way to 
show creativity with food presentation. 
Charcuterie boards resonated with her, 
and she soon began experimenting, cre-
ating her own charcuterie boards for 
various gatherings at her home with 
friends and family. 

“People began asking me to make 
them for them, and then I started sell-
ing them - and it got a little too busy to 
be doing it out of my kitchen at home,” 
Carruth said.

She began looking for a permanent lo-
cation for her business and found it in a 
renovated 1940s era commercial build-
ing on River Road in Norco, with high 
ceilings and concrete walls, a space she 
moved into early this year. 

Carruth was able to take a large back 
room in her new Norco location and 
turn it into what she calls “� e Parlor,” 
using it as a dining room with what she 
says now has a “loungey, parlor feel.”

Her charcuterie board o� erings tend 
to include a wide range of foods present-
ed on them, each garnished in an art-
ful way – featuring items like artisanal 
cheeses and meats, to fruits and nuts. 
Bluebird Boards’ charcuterie boards can 
be custom-tailored for guests that prefer 
certain types of cheeses or certain types 
of foods to be included or excluded, de-
pending on their tastes. 

Carruth’s custom charcuterie boards 
are available for purchase year around, 
for holidays, special events and various 

Bluebird Boards: 
Serving up charcuterie boards and unique 
lunch fare in Norco

BOARDS to 10B

WARM GREETINGS ON  THE OCCASION OF THANKSGIVING.
A little gratitude is all we need to spread happiness and positivity 
around us. I am very thankful to have had the opportunities in 2023 
to realize several goals and the love and support of many to achieve 
them. May this festive season be full of laughter and celebrations, 
feasts, and festivities for you and your loved ones...
Happy Thanksgiving to ALL!
Regina H Allemand

REGINA H.
ALLEMAND
A REALTOR WHO CARES

Visit My Website: ReginaAllemand.latter-blum.com

Licensed in state of Louisiana

CALL TODAY! CELL:
985.764.8744 504.495.2452
116B OAK LANE • LULING, LA 70070
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Author Laura Carroll visits
St. Rose Elementary

Author Laura Carroll recently vis-
ited St. Rose Elementary kindergar-
ten and Pre-K students to share the 
book she wrote Rainbow Rodney. She 
shared the story and talked about 

being special and it’s okay to be di�er-
ent with the students.  Pictured are St. 
Rose Elementary students, Ms. Macy 
Aucoin and Ms. Laura Carroll with 
Rainbow Rodney.
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Justin and Alaina Ward Kolton and Kason wrapped up SCP fall soccer 

Penelope at Thibodauxville Chili naps Dominic Gomez and his dad at the rodeo Saturday night

Cullen Owens in Chicago at Lincoln Park playground

Joseph and Ma-Ma at the JB Martin Veterans program

Ryleigh Smith in Destrehan Theatre’s production of  “Three Musketeers” The Jurados celebrate the addition of baby Rose Geaux LSU and Sophia

Ethan wrapped up his fall soccer seasonReid, Kaiden and Liam have fun campling Ashleigh tours colleges for next year 

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.  
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

         acebook  
MEMORIES

13386 US-90 • Boutte, LA • 985-785-8411Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH

Herald-Guide FREE CHECKING • FREE CHECKS • FREE GIFT
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St. Charles Art Guild Artist of the Month November 2023

Ethel Schoeffner Elementary choir 
students showed their patriotism

Fourth and Fifth grade choir stu-
dents from Ethel Schoe�ner Elementary 
showed their patriotism at Valero for a 
special Veterans Day Breakfast. Students 

were proud to express their gratitude to 
all those who have sacri�ced to serve 
and defend our country.

FIRST PLACE, TIE
Glenn Higgins
IBIS
Oil

Mary Loftus
Morning Wane
Oil

SECOND PLACE, TIE
Ann Clement
Macaw
Watercolor

Gerry Gieseler
Colorful Cactus
Watercolor

Becky Henderson
Gazing Ahead
Acrylic

THIRD PLACE
Darlene Kieferle
No Time Like Tea TIme
Charcoal

Winners will be on display at the St. Charles Parish East Regional Library, 160 W. Campus Drive, Destrehan, LA 70047 for the month of November.

gatherings. Her business can also �ll 
larger orders for catered events includ-
ing non-charcuterie board items. 

Another main facet of Bluebird 
Boards is the Norco business’ dine-
in or to-go lunches, available from 
Tuesday through Friday. 

“I typically do a di�erent sandwich 
every week, and I do a di�erent salad 
every week,” Carruth mentioned. “One 
of my really popular items is a loaded 
hummus box, and I’ve also been do-
ing something called a Mexican Street 
Corn Chicken Salad that has been pop-
ular, �ying o� the shelves.”

With her menu o�erings, Carruth 
aims to give locals interesting lunch 
options, much of it lighter, healthier 
fare “that you can’t �nd anywhere else,” 
she said. 

In September of this year, Carruth 
began o�ering private cheese tasting 

events for groups of 10 or more in “�e 
Parlor,” combining it with a murder 
mystery twist.

“It’s interactive, so the guests that 
come for the cheese tasting are part of 
the mystery – everyone that comes in 
is a suspect,” Carruth said. 

Once the “criminal” has been ex-
posed at the end, guests are able to 
purchase additional quantities of the 
cheese o�ered in the cheese tasting, 
which she also sells in her shop. 

Bluebird Boards is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at its 15616 River Road, Suite B loca-
tion in Norco. Carruth mentioned her 
group cheese tasting events and cus-
tom or catered orders can be booked 
ahead of time by calling the business or 
by visiting Bluebird Boards’ Facebook 
page online.  

BOARDS from 7B



APARTMENT FOR RENT.  
Mother In Law Style, 1 bedroom 1 
bath, Mimosa Park Area, Furnished 
(if needed), All utilities included, 
$800/month, Woody (985)422-
4523

APARTMENT FOR RENT - 
Small Apartment for Rent $800/
month + Damage deposit. Kitch-
en furnished, safe neighborhood, 
Available now. (985)331-5021

RENTALS - 3 bd 1 bath, Ama. 
Trailer lots for rent & Horse barn for 
rent. (504)559-0568

APARTMENT FOR RENT - 2 bd 
1 bath, $1100 month plus deposit, 
Safe Neighborhood, Destrehan, La. 
, Available Now, 985-703-0291

11B
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Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday • CALL: 985-758-2795 • Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.comCommercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE, 
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE, 
NOTICES, PET NOTICES, 
LOST & FOUND ADS!

Rental Real Estate
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Graduate of 
The Juilliard School
See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Voice Lessons

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996     (504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Place Your Service, Employment, 
Boat, Car, Garage Sale Ads Here.  

985-758-2795

Place Your
Service Ad Here
985-758-2795

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,

 Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco
We do it all from the 

ground up.
Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured! 

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629

Services

Services

Services Services

Services

Services

BUSH 
HOGGING 

(up to 100 acres)
• Industrial Plant Maintenance
• Concrete Crack & Haul
• Lots cleared & maintained
• Bobcat Service - debris haul
• Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
• Licensed Chemical Spray Applicator

Industrial-Commercial
Residential

STEVE 504-554-9570

Employment Employment

Time

Do you have time for God in a day? We 
all should, because we all have the same 
time. But too many times we think we 
are too busy & God understands, yes 
He does, but that is not a good excuse 

for any of us, look at all He gives us 
to praise & adore Him in one day, so 
let us use it wisely. No excuse for us, 
He took time to die for us & su�ered 

above all of us to help us go to Heaven 
to spend eternity with Him. Take time 
to pray & talk to Him every time you 

possibly can. His ears are opened wide 
& so is His heart to take you in, as we 
are the apple of His eyes. Let’s not fail 
Him, He never fails us for sure. Amen

Edna Matherne

Prayers Prayers

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD FOR 
LESS THAN YOU THINK

For more information 
Contact Yvette Dunn 
985-758-2795 
or ydunn@lasmag.com

BY OWNER, AS IS

125/127 Dixie Dr.
Des Allemands, La
(Bayou Gauche Area)

4 bd, 2 bth, 2240 Sq ft.
Lots 100x140 each

$248,000
Call: 985-665-4000

HOUSE & 
EXTRA LOT
FOR SALE

LOTS FOR SALE. Lots 8 & 9 
Gassen St., Luling, La. , Each lot is 
60 x 105, Call (985)785-0909, (504) 
273-9041

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Custodian

Carver Early Learning Center

Initial Deadline: November 16, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-2024 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Title 1 Family Center Liaison

Luling Elementary School

Initial Deadline: November 17, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-2024 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Paraeducator

RJ Vial Elementary School

Initial Deadline: November 16, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-2024 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Speech Language/Pathologist

Various School Locations

Positions are for the 2024-2025 School Year
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2024-2025 School Year 

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Speech Language/Pathologist

Various School Locations

Positions are for the Spring 2024 
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-2024 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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HOLIDAY
SUBSCRIPTION
SALE

BEST PRICE
OF THE YEAR!

$17.50 

PER GIFT

Toll-free 800-538-4355

*  Promotion valid until December 31, 2023. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of � rst issue.

Buy 1 subscription for $34.99 (52 issues), 
for yourself or a friend, and give additional gifts 
at half price - that’s just $17.50 per gift.
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ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notice deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. for the 
following issue. To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
or by email legals@heraldguide.com
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Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV

504-512-3355
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, District V

504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,

Division B
985-240-0031

hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Beth Billings 
Councilwoman, Division A

985-603-4068
bbillings@stcharlesgov.net

Julia Fisher-Cormier
Councilwoman, District VII

985-308-0366
jcomier@stcharlesgov.net

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI

985-240-0172
b�sher@stcharlesgov.net

Dick Gibbs
Councilman, District III

504-330-4262
dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net

La Sandra Darensbourg 
Gordon

Councilwoman, District I
985-240-0213

lgordon@stcharlesgov.net

Matthew Jewell
Parish President
985-783-5000

president@stcharlesgov.net

Mary K. Clulee
Councilwoman, District II

504-330-3237
mclulee@stcharlesgov.net

1C

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Melvin Leroy Price’s heirs or descen-
dants, please contact the Law O�ce of 
Joseph Rochelle at 110 Avenue of Oaks, 
Destrehan, LA 70047, or by calling 985-
722-4003.

Publish: November 9 & 16, 2023

Public Notice

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Michael Washington, Jr., please con-
tact the Law O�ce of Joseph Rochelle 
at 110 Avenue of Oaks, Destrehan, LA 
70047, or by calling 985-722-4003.”

Publish: November 9 & 16, 2023

Public Notice

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
Karla L. Lewis A/K/A Karla L. Judd 
A/K/A Karla Lockhart Judd’s and 
Walter Lewis’ Heirs or Descendents, 
please contact Don Paul Landry, APLC, 
Attorney, at 1308 Paul Maillard Rd./P.O. 
Box 21, Luling, 70070 or by calling (985) 
785-5494.

Publish:  November 9 & 16, 2023

Public Notice

I,  Andre Grant Holt, have been con-
victed of  Forcible Rape,  Date of Con-
viction: 08/21/1996 and Aggravated 
Incest 8/21/1996. My address is: 105 S. 
Kinler St., Boutte, La. 70039 . 

RACE: Black 
SEX: Male 
DOB: 06/13/1968 
HGT: 5’7”
WGT: 180
HAIR COLOR: Bald
EYE COLOR: Brown

PUBLISH: November 9 & 16, 2023

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice

PUBLISH: November 16, 2023

Public Notice

Public Notice

PUBLISH: November 16, 2023
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Public Notice

PUBLISH: November 16, 2023
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Public Notice

PUBLISH: November 16, 2023

PUBLISH: November 16, 2023
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Public Notice

PUBLISH: November 9, 16 & 23, 2023



23CST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE • NOVEMBER 16 - 22, 2023

Public Notice

To subscribe, call 1-800-538-4355 or visit www.heraldguide.com
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What Do You Get?
• Immediate, daily access 

to our news, features, sports 
and lifestyles stories

• Years of archived content 
at your fingertips

• St. Charles Herald-Guide 
delivered to your mailbox weekly

• Digital edition delivered to your 
inbox every Thursday morning

IN PRINT
& ONLINE!

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

www.HeraldGuide.com or toll free 1-800-538-4355




