
Mike Coggins and his company NMC 
Property are breathing new life into the old 
church at 201 Ellington in Luling, an almost 
100-year-old building that has led multiple 
lives in St. Charles Parish. Coggins will re-
open the old church building up later this 
month as an event venue after completing 
extensive renovations on the property. 

Coggins, who runs a family-owned con-
struction and renovation � rm, � rst came to 
know the old Ellington church building in 
October of 2015 after seeing it listed on a lo-
cal area Craigslist ad.

“I went out [to Post and Ellington], took a 
look at it, and fell in love with the building,” 
he said of his � rst encounter with the prop-
erty some eight years ago. “I like old archi-
tecture, and…always had a dream of [reno-
vating a property] like this.”
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St. Rose-based NOLA 
Paintball is the greater New 
Orleans area’s newest paint-
ball park. 

Located at 10390-D East 
Airline Highway in St. Rose, 
the facility is run by owner 
Ryan Chartin. Chartin is a 20-
year paintball enthusiast who 
also runs Pelican Paintball 
Pro Shop & Repair in Metairie, 
where he sells pro-style paint-
ball gear, equipment and supplies, 
while also o� ering repair services. 

“Owning the pro shop for approxi-
mately three years pretty much gave me 
the opportunity to open the [paintball] 

� eld,” Chartin said. 
NOLA Paintball’s two-acre � eld in 

St. Rose features three di� erent � elds 

Kelly Ford of Luling traveled from 
St. Charles, to St. Charles – and he 
took the scenic route. 

Ford, who is known locally for tak-
ing physical challenges and adven-
ture head on, recently added to his 
growing collection of memorable ex-
periences when he embarked on a 
solo kayaking and camping expedi-
tion that took him 356 miles on the 
Missouri River, starting in Kansas City 
and � nishing in St. Charles, Mo. 

“It was my � rst kayaking trip,” Ford 
said. “� e blu� s were real pretty. It 
was more turbulent than I expected 

St. Rose-based NOLA Paintball Park 
offers fun for all ages 

Luling man kayaks 356 miles 
on Missouri River
Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

TURN to 10A

TURN to 2A

Kelly Ford of Luling during his kayaking trip in Missouri. 

CHURCH on 5A

KAYAK on 7APAINTBALL on 7A
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Recent photo of the freshly renovated 
church building at 201 Ellington in Luling, 
soon to reopen as an event venue.
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Paintball enthusiasts at NOLA Paintball of St. Rose pose in with paintball 
guns and paintball head gear. 

Fresh French Bread
and Pistolettes

Baked Daily
Check us out online at 
majoriasgrocery.com

SUPERMARKET
13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte

Open: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm • Closed Sunday • (985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com

THIS WEEK’S HOT BUYS!

Hot or Cold Grab and Go Meal Solutions Now Available!

DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR AUGUST 10 - 15, 2023

Blue Plate 
Mayonnaise
30 oz

$4.49

Chicken 
Drumsticks
Family Pack

89¢/lb

We’re Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964
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Summer vacation may have been over for 
the teachers and employees of St. Charles 
Parish Public Schools, but it was clear to any-
one at the Lafon Performing Arts Center Aug. 
1 that their school spirit clearly hadn’t eroded 
over their time o� .

It was a lively crowd that afternoon as St. 
Charles Parish Public Schools hosted its an-
nual Beginning of the Year Employee Kicko�  
event, where district leadership welcomes 
school employees for their � rst day back to 
work, addresses upcoming goals and shows 
appreciation for what these educators do to 
prepare students for the future – all alongside 

a bit of pep rally-like hyping up for the year to 
come. 

� is year’s event saw elected o�  cials, busi-
ness and industry representatives in atten-
dance for the � rst time as invited guests of the 
district. A video was shown highlighting many 
of the district’s employees working with stu-
dents, and Superintendent Dr. Ken Oertling 
took the microphone to o�  cially welcome ev-
eryone back. 

“Our team is full of dedicated employees, 
such as you, who commit themselves each 

Recent Hahnville 
High graduate Lauren 
Steverson spent her 
2023 summer do-
ing something out 
of the ordinary for a 
college-bound high 
school graduate – she 
earned her private pi-
lot’s license at Texas 
Southern University 
as part of the LA-993 
Hahnville High School 
Air Force Junior ROTC 
program. 

� e St. Charles 
Parish native said she 
was attracted to � y-
ing from as early as 
second grade, and the 
desire never left her. 
While she does not have a mili-
tary family background, her de-
sire to � y has since steered her 
into the direction of a military 
aviation career.  

“I’ve wanted to be a pilot for 
– I’d say the majority of my life, 
and this [ROTC] program com-
pletely covered my cost of get-
ting a private pilot’s license, 
which is a very expensive thing to 
do,” Steverson said. “I had been 

looking into paying for it on my 
own, and it just wasn’t feasible 
without any sort of � nancial aid, 
so it was really, really nice.”

Steverson was named Cadet 
Flight Commander of Hahnville 
High’s Air Force Junior ROTC 
(AFJROTC) program, winning a 
scholarship to attend an eight-
week Flight Academy course 

‘All In’ speaker who inspired Giants’ 
Super Bowl run sets tone for school year

HHS grad wins ROTC scholarship, 
earns private pilot’s license 

Recent HHS graduate Lauren Steverson accepts an award this 
summer while at the Air Force Junior ROTC program, held at Texas 
Southern University.  
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TEACHERS on 8A ROTC on 8A
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Packed house at the Lafon Performing Arts Center for St. Charles Parish Public Schools’ Employee Kicko�  event. 
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$4.90

$10.99

$4.99

$1.79/lb

99¢

$1.79

$10.99

$7.99

$4.99

$1.99/lb

$1.99

$4.99

2/$7.00

$9.99/lb

Fresh Fryer
Leg Quarters

10 lb bag

Kingsford Match 
Light Charcoal

12 lb

Food Club
Medium Grain Rice

10 lb bag

Boneless
Chicken
Breast 

Powerade
Assorted

28 oz

Food Club Deluxe 
Shells or Mac & 
Cheese - 12 to 14 oz

Ocean Select 5 to 7 oz
IQF Swai Fillet

4 lb pack

Viva
Paper Towels

6 rolls

DiGiornio’s Pizza 
Assorted - Rising or Thin 

Crust 20.6 to 31.5 oz

Country Style Pork 
Ribs or Pork Steaks

Family pack

Sweet
Jumbo

Cantaloupe

A-1 or Heinz 57 
Steak Sauce

10 oz

Crystal Geyser 
Water 
24 pack

USDA Select Angus 
Boneless Rib Eye 
Steaks - Family pack

We’re Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964
Fresh French Bread

and Pistolettes Baked Daily

Propane
Exchange

Now
Available

Come in and see
our unadvertised

sale items
DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR

AUGUST 10 - 15, 2023
Limits may apply. Not all items will be available. No rainchecks. Due  to some limited availability and �uctuations in our supply chain, we may experience shortages.

Supplies are based on availability. Thank you for understanding. Not responsible for typographical errors.

SUPERMARKET

MONDAY........ Red Beans and Rice with Sausage
TUESDAY ....... Hamburger Steak and Mac & Cheese
WEDNESDAY . Italian
THURSDAY .... Fried Chicken
FRIDAY ...........Fried Seafood

 Hot Grab & Go Meals! 

No sales to dealers
Quantity rights reserved on sale items

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday
(985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com

Oscar Mayer
Wieners

Regular or Bun Length- 16 oz

$2.99
Chisesi

Ham Seasoning
12 oz pack

Imperial
Spread 

45 oz

Borden
Cheese Snack Bars

Assorted - 7.5 oz

Sweet
Oranges

4 lb bag

$4.99

$3.49

$2.99

$3.99

$4.99

$5.99

$5.49

$10.99

Veron
Smoked Sausage

14 oz - Regular, Hot or Green Onion 

Land O Frost
Ham or Turkey

1 lb - All types

Honeysuckle White
99.9% Lean Ground Turkey

1 lb

Manda
Smoked Sausage

3 lb - All types 

Cornershop Cuts
White American Cheese

(Store Sliced)

Big Easy IQF
Peeled & Deveined Shrimp

USA - 12 oz 21 to 30 count 

Bar S
Bacon Sliced 

Regular or Low Salt- 12 oz

Capri
Sun

Assorted - 10 packs

Alamance
Fun Pops

36 count

$5.99/lb

$5.99

$3.99

$3.99

$2.99

Whole or Sliced
Baby Bella Mushrooms

8 oz

2/$4.00
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Lifelong St. Charles Parish resident 
Randy Young, 49, became a business 
owner with his swamp tour company 
Ragin’ Cajun Airboat Tours in 2020, af-
ter managing a similar Je�erson Parish-
based swamp tour company for seven 
years. 

In spite of the 2020 COVID shutdown 
that a�ected his business for several 
months, after just three years, his young 
company has grown quickly to include 
two St. Charles Parish locations. He op-
erates from his main hub on Highway 90, 
and now also from his recently acquired 
second location on Highway 3127. At the 
heart of his business are a �eet of 15 air-
boats operated by 18 tour guides, includ-
ing himself. 

Each of his two locations o�ers a dif-
ferent experience to guests. His Highway 
90 location features standard airboats 
seating up to 10 people along with a 
few larger airboats seating up to 17 
guests. �e Highway 3127 location in-
cludes slightly smaller passenger boats, 
but with a more traditional swamp tour 
environment. 

“Our location on [Highway] 3127 is cy-
press and gum swamp, so you’re going to 
get a di�erent experience there – that’s 

what I would call a swamp tour,” Young 
said. “Highway 90 is more of an airboat 
tour and is a little bit more adventurous.”

Young’s Highway 90 location features 
around 2,000 acres of private proper-
ty, consisting mostly of marshland with 
live oak and willow trees but few cypress 
trees. 

“It’s completely shut o� and there’s 
no public access, which makes it really 
unique,” Young said. “It allows us to kind 
of cultivate everything that’s here to our 
liking; It’s our own little zoo.”

Safety, Young said, is a major princi-
ple he runs his company on, something 
he stresses every Friday in weekly safety 
meetings with his team of guides, along 
with regular water safety drills. He fo-
cuses on guests having a fun, educa-
tional but safe experience, rather than a 
speedboat thrill ride.

“�ere is a huge misconception that 
airboats are speed boats,” Young ex-
plained. “Most people from other parts 
of the country call them fan boats, but 
they’re not built to go fast.”

Young said guests on his tours can ex-
pect to see all sorts of wildlife, including 

Boutte resident Hattie “Sue” St. 
Claire, 79, is an avid crocheter with a 
purpose – she crochets custom-made 
neck scarves for the homeless in New 
Orleans and elsewhere.

St. Claire, who has lived in St. Charles 
Parish for most of her life, said she �rst 
learned to crochet at the age of nine. It 
was a hobby she carried on for decades, 
discontinuing only in her later years 
when her hands began to hurt after 
long periods of crocheting. 

She picked up her crochet nee-
dles once again a few years ago, when 
a member of Luling area New Life 
Community Church she attends told 
her about a ministry someone in her 
church started.

“�is lady’s name is Janice Blocker – 
she’s got this ministry where she makes 
neck scarves to send to New Orleans, 
and they give them out to people who 
are in the cold in winter time, and 
don’t have anywhere to live,” St. Clarie 
explained. 

St. Claire, who lives alone and can 
no longer drive due to her limited vi-
sion, felt this was an ideal project she 
had ample skills and time to help with. 
She initially made two or three neck 
scarves, and when her hands felt well 
enough afterwards, she decided to 
keep going. 

“It ended up that I made over 100 
scarves during the pandemic,” St. 
Claire said of one of her early batches 
of scarf work. 

Church members brought the 
scarves to New Orleans, where they 
were distributed to the homeless popu-
lation there. She has been a scarf-mak-
ing machine ever since, turning out 
hundreds of scarves for the homeless. 

In the fall of last year, church mem-
bers helped St. Claire ship around 100 
of her handmade neck scarves to an-
other church in New York state, an area 
with a much colder climate, where her 
scarves were distributed to homeless 
individuals there in need.

“She is just a very giving spirit,” 
Kathy Cedro, a fellow church member 
at New Life Community Church said 
of St. Claire, whom she has known for 
around 10 years. “She does not have a 
lot personally, but anything she has, 
she wants to share…and she likes to 
take care of people.”

�roughout the extreme heat of this 
summer, St. Claire has been busy at 
work stockpiling neck scarves to hand 
out once again to homeless in the New 
Orleans area, once the weather turns 

colder. 
St. Claire can typically make around 

one scarf per day, limited only by her 
hands which tend to �are up from ar-
thritis. She makes around 15 or 16 
scarves in a batch, which she then de-
posits at her church’s storage room for 
safekeeping, stocking up on yarn once 
again before making another batch. 

“I probably spend about three of four 
hours to make one [scarf],” St. Claire 
said. 

She makes the scarves using yarn do-
nated by local church members, choos-
ing patterns and designs based on 
whatever yarn she has available at the 
time. During football season last year, 
she made a number of purple and gold 
scarves in LSU colors. 

At 79, St. Claire said she will keep go-
ing, producing as many scarves as her 
body will physically allow her to make.  

“I plan to continue as long as I can,” 
St. Claire said. 

As to what she personally gets out 
of the project, St. Claire said wants 
the scarf project to bring warmth and 
kindness to the homeless she makes 
them for, and hopes that the scarves 
may also serve as a reminder to people 
who are more fortunate. 

“I’m hoping it makes people realize 
that there are some other good peo-
ple in this world, and to thank God for 
what they have, because most of these 
[homeless] people don’t have anything; 
they live in tents,” St. Claire said. “I 
just want [the homeless] to know that 
there’s someone, somewhere that loves 
them.”

Local residents wishing to donate 
yarn to St. Claire’s scarf project for the 
homeless can drop o� their yarn do-
nations at the New Life Fellowship 
Church, located at 134 Lakewood Drive 
in Luling. 

Local resident creates booming 
swamp tour business in Luling 

Boutte resident uses crochet 
skills to help homeless

Ragin’ Cajun Airboat Tours guide stops for guests during a tour to observe alligators in their native habitat. 

Sue St. Claire with an a selection of recent neck scarves she 
created for her church’s homeless neck scarf project. 

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Kahlil Turner Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Bundle of Sue St. Claire’s 
neck scarves recently 
stitched, complete with 
name card.

SWAMP TOUR on 9A

DAVE MILLET

985.331.9077
DAVEMILLETINSAGENCY.COM

INSURANCE AGENCY
Metairie • Boutte • Destrehan • Marrero

Slidell • Hammond • Gonzales • LaPlace • Spring�eld

13491 Highway 90, Suite 1A • Boutte  (Across from Walgreens)
WE ARE BACK IN OUR OLD LOCATION!
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According to St. Charles Parish history website 
scphistory.org, the property was initially used as 
the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church starting 
around 1926. It would continuously be used as a 
church until 1969, when St. Anthony of Padua church 
moved its Luling location to its current larger site on 
Angus Drive. 

“It’s been interesting to see the di� erent ages of 
the parish come through,” Coggins said of curious 
St. Charles Parish locals who have stopped by as he 
renovated the building. “People would always stop 
in and look through it – if they were of a certain age, 
they remembered it being a church, or they got mar-
ried there, or they were baptized there. If they were a 
little younger, they might remember it as a dance hall 
– which it was until the 70s.” 

After being used as a dance hall, the church prop-
erty would go on later to become a kindergarten 
school, then a warehouse building when Coggins 
purchased it. 

Coggins initially rented the property for around 
a year, then purchased it from its prior owner, 

local investor and entrepre-
neur Rick Whitney. During the 
last eight years, Coggins used 
the property as a warehouse 
for his family’s construction 
business. After purchasing the 
old church building, he began making minor improve-
ments, and following Hurricane Ida, made the decision 
to make signi� cant renovations to the property in or-
der to convert it into an event venue. 

A tree struck the exterior of the church building fol-
lowing Hurricane Ida, damaging the street side of the 
structure and causing signi� cant damage to a portion 
of the building’s exterior. After seeing the damage, 
Coggins said he was determined to repair it properly.

“I spent several months trying to � nd someone that 
was talented enough to rebuild it like it was before, 
to make sure the front façade stayed the [same] way,” 
Coggins said. 

He said he kept the original footprint of the build-
ing intact as much as he could during renovations and 

made most modi� cations in the rear of the old 
church building, in order to remain in compli-
ance with � re marshal standards. 

“We’ve added bathrooms and sort of subdivid-
ed the back area for di� erent purposes, because 
it was really just two large open rooms originally,” 
Coggins said.

His crew also added a few o�  ces inside the 
building. 

When the building took on damage following 
Hurricane Ida and had to be gutted, he un-
covered a special surprise, taking him back 
in time as he opened up the old walls. His 
construction crew discovered a hidden 
remnant of the old St. Anthony church, the 
majority of which had long been removed 
by the building’s prior owners after having 
had several di� erent uses over the years. 

“We actually found a Latin prayer nailed 
to the wall that had been there for 55 years 
or so, that [the prior owners] put pan-
eling over,” Coggins said. “So, we took it 
down and we’re going to frame it and put it 
[back] in the building.”

� e building renovation was an involved 
two-year process for Coggins, whom he said took the 
help and involvement of many people, including par-
ish o�  cials, input from local investor Whitney, and nu-
merous others who helped the project move along. 

� e freshly renovated building was having � nal inte-
rior touches added to it as of press time. Coggins said 
his building at 201 Ellington will commercially now be 
known as “� e Old Church,” and will host its � rst event 
on Aug. 18, an art show and exhibition put on by the 
Paul Maillard Business and Arts Initiative. 

“We’re open for reservations e� ectively immediately,” 
Coggins said proudly.

For more details on the building and event venue, 
visit Coggins’s company on the web at oldchurchluling.
com or via Facebook under “Old Church Luling.” 

CHURCH from 1A

Older black and white photo of St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, year unknown, taken sometime in its earlier 
years between 1926 and 1969. RIGHT: Black and 
white image of the church interior before it was 
decommissioned as an o�  cial Catholic Church, taken 
sometime before 1969.

Wedding party poses at a wedding held inside St. Anthony of Padua Church sometime 
prior to 1969.
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Arrests
• Jose Aguilera-Espinoza, 45, of 319 South 
Flannery Road in Baton Rouge, was 
arrested Aug. 4 and charged with mo-
lestation of a juvenile under 13 years 
of age.

• Justin Badon, 38, of 300 Paul Maillard 
Road in Luling, was arrested Aug. 5 and 
charged with DWI, reckless operation 
without accident, unauthorized entry of 
an inhabited dwelling, criminal trespass 
and traf� c violation. 

• Justin Watson, 31, of 508 Luling Avenue 
in Luling, was arrested Aug. 6 and 
charged with domestic abuse battery/
child endangerment. 

• Carl Naquin, 52, of 5064 Shrimpers Row 
in Houma, was arrested Aug. 6 and 
charged with domestic abuse battery/
child endangerment. He was a fugitive. 

• Kent P� ster Jr., 44, of 145 Johnson 
Street in St. Rose, was arrested Aug. 
6 and charged with battery of a police 
of� cer, resisting an of� cer with force or 
violence, disturbing the peace and sim-
ple assault. 

• Donald Sumlin, 52, of 200 Clement 
Street in New Sarpy, was arrested Aug. 
7 and charged with criminal trespass, 
simple arson and unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle. 

Sheriff’s Reports
Suspects are innocent until proved guilty in a court of law 
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– a concept �eld, a speedball �eld and a jellyball �eld. 
While paintball has traditionally only been available to 
kids beginning at age 10 and up, jellyball is a relatively 
new type of play designed with younger age groups in 
mind.

“Jellyball is for kids �ve and up,” Chartin said. “�e 
jellyball has a softer capsule that is a little gentler on 
younger kids; it’s a smaller projectile.”

�e softer jellyballs are clear, water-�lled with no pig-
ments, while a typical paintball is larger and �lled with 
a mix of polyethylene glycol (PEG), other non-toxic 

material and dye. Unlike 
standard paintball equip-
ment, jellyball guns have 
no external canisters and 
are much lighter, perfect 
for younger kids. �e wa-
ter-�lled jellyballs are 
lighter, Chartin said, and since they are much smaller 
“it doesn’t really hurt; little kids can enjoy it without 
having to worry about getting hit.”

Chartin said with his jellyball �eld, he’s seen an in-
�ux of parents having birthday parties for 
their children, allowing the parents to ac-
tively participate. 

“Jellyball is a very, very new thing – but 
I’ve seen more parties come in and bring 
their kids that are maybe seven or eight 
years old, and the parents end up having 
more fun than the kids; they [all] ended 
up having a blast,” Chartin said. 

Chartin’s other two �elds, featuring a 
speedball �eld and a concept �eld, are 
the traditional paintball �eld setups. 
Speedball is the most recognized type of 
paintball game using in�atable bunkers 
placed in di�erent con�gurations on the 
�eld to challenge players, requiring team 
communication, speed and agility. Most 
tournaments are held on speedball �elds. 

“[Speedball] is mainstream, what 
you see on TV – shooting fast, the tour-
naments; 90 percent of [how paintball 
is shown on television] is speedball,” 
Chartin said. 

His concept �eld, also called a “rec �eld,” is designed 
for occasional, recreational players or birthday parties 
using a di�erent con�guration. 

Contrary to its name, there is no actual paint in 
a paintball; industry experts say the “paint” inside 
a paintball is closer to laxatives than actual paint. 
Chartin said in prior years paintball has also been mis-
understood regarding the “sting” of a paintball. Using 
proper protective equipment, paintball is a fun and safe 
sport, Chartin said, and typically does not hurt. 

When someone makes a comment about a paintball 
stinging them, it’s normally because “people either don’t 
store it properly or it is an older paint, or it’s a cheaper 
brand of paint,” Chartin said. “A lot of the [paintballs] 
that I have currently are a lot softer of a shell.” 

Paintball is great exercise, Chartin said, similar to 
High Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) workouts, 
which involve intervals and short bursts of speed. 

“You’re outside, you’re being active, you’re having fun 
with it,” Chartin said. “I like promoting [jellyball and 
paintball] parties because it promotes the kids getting 
outside and not sitting behind a tablet, gets them inter-
acting with their parents.”

For more information on NOLA Paintball, visit 
www.nolapaintball.com or on their business page via 
Facebook. 

PAINTBALL from 1A

Speedball �eld at NOLA 
Paintball, consisting of 
primarily in�atable bun-
ker units. LEFT: Paintball 
players take cover 
behind barriers on NOLA 
Paintball’s concept �eld.

LEFT: NOLA Paintball signage on display at the park’s St. Rose location. ABOVE: A large group of paintball players pose during a 
paintball event at NOLA Paintball.

… I got a little nervous a 
couple of times where my 
kayak turned on its side 
(after hitting submerged 
rock). So, it got exciting at 
times.”

It’s the kind of ex-
citement Ford lives for. 
Previously, the Luling 
resident tackled the 
Appalachian Trail in 
2021. �e 2,190 mile jour-
ney took him 5 months 
and 18 days to complete.

Some might have tired 
out after that – Ford 
couldn’t wait to take on 
his next challenge, how-
ever. In 2022 he rode his bike from Luling to San Diego, 
Calif. with a couple he met during his �rst expedition. 
He’s biked across Georgia, across Missouri and from 
Portland, Oregon to Mount Rushmore in South Dakota. 

�ese are tests of endurance and fortitude. 
“75 percent of it is mental,” Ford said. “You just can’t 

break down. If you keep your mind in the game, you’re 
gonna be alright. Don’t ever quit on a bad day. If you’ve 
got to rest, rest, but don’t quit – you’ll make it.”

Most might say it’s easier said than done. 
“I love to see the facial expressions,” Ford said of the 

people he tells about his plans. “But I try to tell people, 
you can do this, anybody can do this – you just have to 
go.”

While he says he tries to not plan too much in 

advance, some foresight is necessary as he goes. 
“You do play it by ear a bit when it comes to resup-

plying food. You make sure you have �ve days on you 
and look at some maps to see where the next towns are, 
then see how many miles a day you need to go and pre-
dict when you should get there. It’s part of the game.”

Ford fast-tracked his retirement from Bayer two 
years ago to be able to spend more time backpacking 
and biking.

�e Appalachian Trail, meanwhile, represented his 
very �rst backpacking trip.

Ford hiked 100 miles on that 2020 journey. 
A major hiking goal Ford has his eyes on is complet-

ing the Triple Crown, which is often considered the 
pinnacle of the hiking world.

To complete the feat, 
a person must hike the 
Appalachian Trail, Paci�c 
Crest and Continental 
Divide trails. �e task typ-
ically takes at least three 
years, with �ve or six 
months dedicated to each 
trail.

He’s done the �rst. �e 
second will likely begin 
in February for him as he 
plans to embark on the 
Paci�c Crest, which will 
take him from Mexico to 
Canada, 2,600 miles in 

total. 
“�is last one was like 

training for that,” Ford said. “I’ll start from Mexico and 
at least get the desert part of it done. It’s a good time to 
do the Mojave. I’ll have to make up my mind when I get 
to the Sierras if I want to go deal with six to eight feet 
of snow … I may �ip �op and start another section �rst 
while the snow melts.”

Aside from the thrill of it all, something Ford said 
makes these experiences priceless is the people he 
meets along the way. 

“I’ve made a lot of friends all over the country,” he 
said. “You don’t come across many people who want 
to do these things until you go out there and you’re in 
it, and that’s when you’re gonna meet them. You come 
across some great people, free spirits.”

KAYAK from 1A

Kelly Ford captured many sights during his kayaking trip along the Missouri River. 
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and every day for the bene�t of our stu-
dents, this community, their families, for 
this state and for this country,” Oertling 
said. “�ank you for being part of this 
profession … hopefully today you’ll be 
inspired and have an opportunity to re-
�ect on just how important your role in 
on our team – whether you’re a custo-
dian, an administrator, a maintenance 
worker … your role is just as important 
as anyone else sitting in this 
room.”

Oertling then introduced 
Gian Paul Gonzalez, a social 
studies teacher from Union 
City, N.J. and – as those on 
hand at the Lafon Center 
would quickly learn – a power-
ful motivational speaker. 

Gonzalez, a former All-
American basketball player at 
Montpelier State who played 
in the NBA Summer League 
in 2007, turned down o�ers 
to play professional ball in or-
der to continue working with 
at-risk youth. He found unex-
pected notoriety in 2011 when 
he was credited as an inspiration for the 
New York Giants’ Super Bowl champion-
ship run that season. 

Prior to the Giants Christmas Eve 
game with the New York Jets, Gonzalez 
delivered a speech during the Giants’ 
chapel service where he handed each 
player a poker chip, instructing each to 
write his number on one side of the chip 
and write what he wanted to be commit-
ted to on the other side. He then shared 
with the team the meaning behind the 
poker phrase “All In.””. He inspired them 
to be committed and put all their “chips” 
on the table to achieve their goal. 

“When the Giants called me up, I 
thought it was a prank,” Gonzalez said. 
“I’m teaching ninth grade world histo-
ry and social studies. Obviously, sure, 
you called me up to talk to Eli Manning 
about Julius Caesar.”

�e Giants “bought in” ’ to 
“All In.” �e team beat the Jets 
decisively and Giants defen-
sive end Justin Tuck credited 
Gonzalez’s speech as a motiva-
tor. �e team did not lose an-
other game that season, one 
that culminated with a 21-17 
victory over Tom Brady’s New 
England Patriots in the Super 
Bowl. 

Gonzalez was featured on 
ESPN on Super Bowl Sunday 
and has had notable appear-
ances on Fox News, ABC and 
CNN.

�e Giants helped Gonzalez 
establish a larger platform to spread his 
inspiring message – including this trip 
to Luling, where he shared an under-
standing with his fellow educators re-
garding purpose. 

“Sometimes, it just feels lonely, doesn’t 
it? Not long ago, someone walked up to 
me and told me, ‘I think you’re wasting 
your time. Please don’t take any o�ense 
… there’s not a lot of pro�t in public ed-

ucation.’ But that’s not why you do it … 
anyone can do something that’s conve-
nient and comfortable. We stay commit-
ted to something even when we’re not 
guaranteed success. We expect excel-
lence, even if we don’t get it, we’re trying,” 
Gonzalez said.

Oertling – after noting to the attend-
ees that it was Gonzalez’s birthday, re-
sulting in a warm ovation – went on to 
reinforce many of the points Gonzalez 
touched on during his talk. Some jobs 
may seem big and others small, but all 
carry great importance in building an 
overall culture and positive environment 
that will set students up for success.

TEACHERS from 2A

Gian Paul Gonzalez

Dr. Ken Oertling

ROTC from 2A

through the Air Force. She was one 
of just 300 JRTOC scholarship recipi-
ents selected to attend the program at 
Texas Southern University this sum-
mer out of more than 1,500 applicants 
nationwide. �e JROTC cadet was se-
lected based on her high school GPA 
of 3.0 or higher, a �tness score in the 
upper half of cadets she competed 
against and completion of an Aircrew 
Quali�cation Test, which tests how ca-
dets solve problems. 

“As part of successfully completing 
the program, she received her private 
pilot’s license and six college credits,” 
Richard Lochren Jr, Air Force Senior 
Aerospace Science instructor, said. “A 
private pilot’s certi�cation allows an 
individual to �y a private aircraft any-
where as long as they are in compli-
ance with the airspace regulations set 
by the country of destination.” 

�e Air Force paired with Texas 
Southern University for this summer’s 
program, given the Houston-area uni-
versity also has an established aviation 
program. Cadets like Steverson from 
all over the country stayed in dorms 
on campus, attending a varied com-
bination of ground school classes and 
�ight lessons every day from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Better than getting her pilot’s li-
cense, Steverson said, was the chance 

to network with so many other 
like-minded aviators and aviation in-
dustry contacts through the JROTC 
program, some of those contacts just 
beginning their aviation careers like 
her.

“I would say the best the best thing 
[about the eight-week program] was 
just being there, honestly – not even 
the actual �ying, but getting to make 
connections with the people there,” 
Steverson said. “Seeing the di�erent 
people that worked at the airport, we 
had a lot of really cool military aircraft 
- it was just overall a really positive 
experience.”

Starting this fall, Steverson will be 
going to Norwich University, a private 
senior military college in Vermont she 
is attending via a separate scholarship. 

She said her ultimate career goal 
after college is to become a United 

States Navy pilot. To 
become a Navy pilot, 
she will still have to 
compete with oth-
er cadets like her-
self. One of the key 
requirements to 
be considered for a 
Navy pilot slot is to 
earn 60 initial �ight 
hours, of which she 
has already earned 
45 documented �ight 
hours. Without own-
ing her own plane, 
racking up so many 
�ight hours on her 
own would have been 
quite pricey, and is 
yet another way the 
JROTC program has 
helped advance her 
training.  

“Getting to 45 
[hours] completely 
paid for, that signi�-
cantly increases my 
changes of getting a 
pilot slot later on,” 
Steverson said. 

Steverson men-
tioned following her military service, 
she hopes to continue her career in 
aviation, and possibly one day become 
an airline pilot.

“I just want to �y planes,” Steverson 
said of her career aspirations. “I’m very 
appreciative of the Air Force for having 
programs like this – the nation is fac-
ing a massive pilot shortage, and pro-
grams like this are really going to help 
in the long run.”

Steverson celebrates earning her private pilot’s license in front of one of the single-engine planes she trained on. 

Lauren Steverson in aviator uniform poses with mascot item in front of an historic 
aircraft on display. 
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snakes, turtles, migratory birds depending on the time of year, deer, pigs, possums, 
armadillos, rabbits, raccoons, and most importantly – alligators. 

“Anytime a guest sees a 10- or 11-foot alligator, they light up…make no mistake, 
that is the star of the show,” Young said of his tours. “People look forward to seeing 
them, but there’s also [when] we pull up to a little family of raccoons; those generally 
draw some good cheers as well.”

After acquiring his Highway 3127 location in April of this year, Young is currently 
hard at work expanding his business. He plans to soon o� er traditional covered boat 
tours with narration at his new location. He recently placed an order for a few cov-
ered boats, and now awaits delivery. 

“I’m praying that will be a reality…hopefully by next 
summer, with the way everything is going right now to 
get boats built,” Young said, with current vessel delivery 
times estimated to be around 12 to 18 months.

Young said he may one day also develop a live animal 
exhibit, hoping to create more of a natural, free-ranging 
environment using fencing rather than cages.

For St. Charles Parish residents that have not previ-
ously been on an airboat or ever taken a swamp tour, he 
o� ered an open invitation.  

“I would say for anybody that reads this, take it from 
me - be a tourist in your hometown,” Young suggest-
ed. “And that doesn’t mean you have to go to the city 
of New Orleans or Harrah’s Casinos – there are things 
right here in your own backyard that you have taken for 
granted your whole life…get your kids out for an hour 
and a half on the weekend or weekday when they’re 
bored to death during the summer – you’d probably be 
amazed.”

For more details on Young’s swamp tour operation 
in St. Charles Parish, go to www.ragincajunairboat-
tours.com  or contact Ragin’ Cajun Airboat Tours via 
Facebook. 

SWAMP TOUR from 4A

Large group of tourists prepare to embark on a swamp tour at one of Ragin Cajun Airboat Tours two locations.

Swamp tour guests pose in one of Ragin’ Cajun Airboat Tours’ airboats while docked.

A tour guide pauses to educate guests while 
brie� y adrift in a Ragin’ Cajun Airboat.

Ask for information at Market Welcome Booth,
call or email. SNAP Bene�ts + Matching up to
$20 available at BOTH Markets.

For our Vendor List, Newsletter Sign-Up,
Recipes and more, Visit our web site.
www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org

or see us on Facebook

UNIQUE GIFTS
EXTENSIVE
PRODUCT

SELECTION!

For more information call 504-782-8517

United Way Partner follow us on

Debit &
Credit Cards

Accepted

German Coast Farmers’ Market Match Program

We Accept
SNAP

8am - Noon
Destrehan Library

160 W. Campus Dr.
Destrehan

1pm - 5pm
St. Charles Parish

West Bank Bridge Park
13825 River Road

Luling

Saturday
Market

Wednesday
Market
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Hahnville head volley-
ball coach Mendi LeBoeuf 
sees the hitting, the pass-
ing, serving and defen-
sive ability in her players 
that give the Lady Tigers 
a chance to repeat as 
district champions, but 
there’s another element 
to this group she’s most 
pleased with. 

“� is group plays to-
gether no matter what is 
happening on the court, 
no matter what is going 

on. � ey really support 
one another and cheer 
each other on. When you 
have players who are so 
supportive of each other, 
it can be a really powerful 
combination when you’ve 
also got some really good 
players,” she said.

� e Tigers do indeed 
have some really good 

players, though the pro-
gram did see a strong 
senior class graduate in 
2023 that included stand-
out hitter and middle 
blocker Ella Wilkie. 

Four players who 
started last season re-
turn though, including 
Mariah Mott – a name 
anyone who observed a 
Tigers game last season 
will remember well. Mott 
emerged as a force at the 
net next to Wilkie last 
season, racking up kills 
and blocks, and LeBoeuf 
said Mott has taken an-
other step forward this 
summer as she prepares 
for her junior year. 

“I think she’s going to 
be a problem for people 
right o�  the bat,” LeBoeuf 
said. “It’s been a lot of fun 
watching her over the 
course of the summer. 
She’s explosive, powerful 
and she’s equally smart. 
She’ll go hard after three 
or four balls, then change 
it up with a tip … she’s 
adding more variety to 
her game and she’s go-
ing to give people a lot of 
trouble.”

LeBoeuf said Mott has 
worked hard and upped 
her serving, passing and 
defense and is evolving 
into an all-around threat. 
She’ll also command a 
lot of attention from de-
fenses, which should 
open things up for her 
teammates.

Kylie Spurgeon will 
be another vital player 
for Hahnville. Spurgeon 
played as a defensive spe-
cialist last season and 
now steps into the libero 
position for 2023. 

“I think under Kylie’s 
leadership, we’ll defend 
well,” LeBoeuf said. 

Ebby Zeringue returns 
as the team’s setter and 

Tigers enter 2023 with eye 
on defending district crown
Junior star Mott 
leads strong 
returning group
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Mariah Mott of Hahnville

“This group 
plays together 
no matter what 
is happening 
on the court. 
They really 
support each 
other ... it can 
be a really 
powerful 
combination 
when you’ve 
also got some 
really good 
players.”
 — Mendi LeBoeuf

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

TIGERS on 12A

TODAY’S CAR CARE

985-785-9510 CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
TODAYSCARCARE.COM

Complete Automotive Services
90 MIMOSA AVE 

AT HWY. 90
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MARCH 1-3, 2024
RAISING CANE’S RIVER CENTER

For exhibitor information, contact showservices@louisianasportsmanshow.com

BATON ROUGE, LA

44TH ANNUAL

PRESENTED BY

LOUISIANA’S OLDEST & LARGEST 
FISHING & HUNTING SHOW
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When Destrehan and Hahnville face 
o� next prep baseball season, the games 
will certainly be heated once again – but 
each player might view the opposition 
through a slightly di�erent lens. 

�ese Wildcats and Tigers, after all, 
were teammates this summer. 

�at unique twist was added onto 
one of prep baseball’s most intense ri-
valries when DHS coach Chris Mire 
and HHS coach Jared Vial agreed to 
try a new approach with their summer 
ball itinerary. Each school put together 
an 18U team (�e Renegades East and 
Renegades West, respectively) and a 16U 
team (under the same name) to play out 
a schedule of games in June. Following 
that, Mire and Vial each took 10 players 
from their teams for 18U and 15U age 
groups to form an All-Star Renegades 
collaborative. 

�e �rst week saw the Renegades 
travel to Hoover, Alabama. �e second 
saw the older group play in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi and the younger group to 
Lafayette. �e third and �nal tourna-
ment saw both teams travel to Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

“We thought about playing in the 
Crescent City League again,” said Vial, 
noting the local league HHS played in 
last summer. “But given the talent we 
each had coming in and the talent we 
currently have at both programs, and 

the chance for additional exposure 
to colleges and recruiting, we wanted 
to give ourselves the best opportuni-
ty to compete against the best possible 
competition.”

While the idea of the two rival squads 
joining forces might seem unnatural to 
some, the pairing of coaches was cer-
tainly anything but. Vial served as assis-
tant coach on Mire’s sta� at Destrehan 
prior to returning to his alma mater 
to take the helm of the HHS baseball 
program. 

“We wanted to come together with 
guys we felt were ready to play against 
some really high level competition,” 
Mire said. “�e best way to do that was 
to combine rosters like an All-Star team. 
�ose three weekends in July saw us play 
some highly competitive tournaments 
across the Southeast. 

Both the 18U and 15U teams faced o� 
against teams featuring several college 
committed players, meaning wins would 
need to be truly earned. 

�e 15U team went 7-6 and show-
cased the bright future both the Tigers 

and Wildcats will be ushering in during 
the coming years. 

�e 18U team, meanwhile, never tru-
ly had a chance to play with its entire 
roster intact, between injuries and oth-
er commitments requiring some lineup 
shu�ing from weekend to weekend. In 
spite of that, the Nashville tourney saw 
the Renegades go unbeaten in pool play 
and march all the way to the tourney 
semi�nals. 

“�e guys we had who were left stand-
ing by the end, they really stepped up,” 
Mire said. ‘It was really good experience 
for those guys and I think it let them 
know how good they could really be, giv-
en that competition.”

As always, however, the summer is a 
tool to learn what a program can expect 
from its returning players for next prep 
season. 

Mire noted Jonah Haslauer surged 
in summer ball, and though Haslauer 
was only able to play on one of the three 
weekend tournaments in July, his sum-
mer performance as a whole brings 
forth plenty of optimism.

“He had a really good summer. I 
thought he had a bit of a down year in 
prep, but he really bounced back, espe-
cially on the mound. He threw really well 
for us,” Mire said. 

Brady Mire and Jayse DeGruy were two 
others Mire said stepped forward in a big 
way. 

“I think Brady is starting to really �g-
ure out who he is as a player. He’s playing 
the way we thought he could. Jayse had 
a strong summer last year, then a strong 
prep season and followed that up with 
another big summer. He’s starting to get 
some looks at the next level,” Chris Mire 
said. 

Hahnville’s Truman Moyer improved 
his batting average from .315 in the prep 
season to .425 over the summer weeks. 

“He played really well throughout the 
summer process,” Vial said. 

Beau Parker hit .375 during the sum-
mer, while Noah Chauvin continued 
his strong pitching from prep ball, Vial 
said. Talan �eriot was strong again 
as well, Vial said, though his time with 

the team was split with other travel ball 
commitments. 

Vial said though the teams joined 
forces, the competition was still ongoing 
– just in a di�erent way. 

“I think it just makes the rivalry in 

the spring even better,” said Vial. “(In 
practice) you’re trying to outdo that 
Destrehan player. In the spring we’re 
competing against each other, but here 
you’re trying to outdo one another. 
Nobody wanted to underperform.”

Mire echoed the idea that it only 
makes the prep games between the 
archrivals better. 

“I think it changes the dynamic from 
an animosity to a respect … you know 
these guys and you know their talent, 
and now you know you have to step your 
game up. I think it leads to better base-
ball and better games,” Mire said.

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Rivals team up for summer ball
Destrehan, Hahnville combined for trio of tournaments

“I think it just makes 
the rivalry in spring 
even better. You’re 
trying to outdo (each 
other) ... nobody wants 
to underperform.”

—Jared Vial
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Jayse DeGruy of Destrehan

Noah Chauvin of Hahnville

LeBoeuf said she’s done a 
great job connecting with 
he team’s hitters on the 
�oor and with her team-
mates as a leader o� of it. 

�ose three combine 
with middle blocker 
Katelyn Dufrene to form 
a strong and experienced 
core for Hahnville.

While Mott is central 
to the HHS o�ensive at-
tack, LeBoeuf likes how 
varied the attack has 
looked in practices and 
scrimmages. 

“We can move the ball 
around. We have people 

who can put the ball on 
the court and we pass 
pretty well out of serve re-
ceive, which is very help-
ful for us,” she said. 

�is is also a 
hard-working group that 
understood it was losing 
some �repower from last 
season’s district cham-
pionship roster and has 
been determined to keep 
the team’s momentum 
going nonetheless. 

“We lost six seniors, 
and these kids have 
worked so hard with a 
goal of not allowing our 

play to dip while replac-
ing as much o�ense as we 
are,” LeBoeuf said. 

Perhaps most excit-
ing of all for LeBoeuf and 
Tiger supporters alike 
is this is a team that will 
lean heavily on a strong 
junior class – the major-
ity of this team will be 
in place for the next two 
seasons. 

“It will be fun to contin-
ue to watch them grow,” 
LeBoeuf said. 

Hahnville’s �rst match 
takes place Aug. 29 
against Morgan City.

TIGERS from 10A
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At 85 years old, Hahnville artist Lorraine 
Gendron says she is now busier than ever, turning 
out hundreds of folk art pieces each year, some-
times working in her art studio until 9 or 10 p.m. 
just to keep up with demand. 

A self-taught artist, Gendron previously created 
folk art pieces utilizing Mississippi River mud, but 
due to back problems she discontinued collecting 
river-based material. She now mostly creates folk 
art using wood cutouts as her primary medium, 
which her 91-year-old husband still cuts for her in 
various shapes and patterns. 

Her folk art features classic Louisiana and New 
Orleans area themes in acrylic paint, such as horse-
drawn carriages found in the French Quarter, pel-
icans, depictions of French Quarter food vendors, 
jazz musicians, and various Mardi Gras themed 
pieces. She now takes wholesale orders and spe-
cial orders, including certain Mardi Gras krewes 
both locally and from Alabama. 

“I’ve done all the Mardi Gras royalty in Mobile,” 
Gendron mentioned. “� ey usually [each] want 
their portrait on a wood cut out.”

At one time Gendron sold most of her pieces on 
consignment in local area gift shops and by trav-
eling a craft show circuit all over the local area. 
She doesn’t travel as much these days, as her rep-
utation has spread far enough that she is able 
to make a comfortable living directly from her 
Hahnville home art studio. Her patrons now ap-
proach her directly to purchase her art.

Gendron � rst began her art career in the 1980s 
when the region experienced economic hardship 
after oil prices collapsed. With oil later falling to 
as low as $12 a barrel in 1986, her husband Louis, 
who was the breadwinner of her family at the 
time, worked as an oil and gas pipe� tter and was 
temporarily out of work during a portion of that 
era. � ey had options to pick up work outside of 
Louisiana but chose not to move. 

“I was raising a grandson, so we didn’t want to 
leave,” Gendron said, who at the time did not yet 
have custody of the child. “So, we went to craft 
shows to see if [my folk art pieces] would sell…

Hahnville Artist 
Lorraine Gendron: 
A Lifetime of Folk Art, From Mardi Gras to the White House
Kahlil Turner Lifestyles Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

ARTIST to 14A

ST. CHARLES PARISH VACANT LAND AVAILABLE

Beautiful opportunity for those who 
want acreage. Sellers will install water 
lines along Sunset Ridge Lane. 
Purchaser is responsible to run onto 
property for dwelling and private water 
treatment plants, etc. Horses are 
welcome! $375,000

This 425 + Acre Tract is a Developer Opportunity or an 
Agriculture dream! Fronting @ Hwy 306 measuring 
2974’ x 4325’ X 955’ X 1855’ X 2298’ X 1653’ X 
554’ X 5549’. For more Details SEE: www.
StCharlesParishAcerage.com. Measurements are 
approximate - Buyer is to satisfy themselves with 
specific measurements and zoning.  $5,000,000

From Hwy 18 the property reaches the 50 Arpent 
line. Investor or Developer Opportunities! 35+ 
acres of this beautiful property is quite doable for 
development. A subdivision was planned, and 
vision can be shared. Zoned: Open Land - 
possibilities are endless. Seller maintains mineral 
rights. $875,000

Primed for development - Present Raw land 
abutting to developed areas where Utilities 
are available. Very small area with Wetlands. 
Purchaser is to satisfy themselves with SCP 
P&Z as to suitability of property. Zoned R1B & 
R1AM  $550,000

Primed for Development - No Utilities are 
currently run to property. Utilities are 
available to the abutting subdivision. There is 
approximately 1 acre on this lot that is 
wetlands. Purchaser must satisfy themselves 
with SCP P&Z. Zoned R1B and R1AM  
$500,000

Located off the Bayou Gauche Road - just across 
from the WPA Road. Utilities are NOT on property, 
but available to the area of nearby subdivision. 
This price includes lot 951 and the adjoining lot 
928. There is approximately wetland of an acre. 
Seller will not do delineation Current Zoning is 
R1AM and R1B. $550,000

2 SUNSET RIDGE LANE 
DES ALLEMANDS

2467 LA 306 HIGHWAY
DES ALLEMANDS

3A-1-A RIVER ROAD
AMA

888 SHAMROCK DRIVE
DES ALLEMANDS

887 SHAMROCK DRIVE
DES ALLEMANDS

928 & 951 HIGHWAY 306 
DES ALLEMANDS

PRICE DECREASEDVACANT ACREAGE VACANT ACREAGE VACANT ACREAGE VACANT ACREAGEVACANT ACREAGE
REGINA H.
ALLEMAND
A REALTOR WHO CARES

Visit My Website: ReginaAllemand.latter-blum.com

Licensed in state of Louisiana

CALL TODAY! CELL:
985.764.8744 504.495.2452
116B OAK LANE • LULING, LA 70070
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people liked it and they paid for it, [and] it’s been that way ever since.”
Her art career has since led her to several unexpected places. One 

of her pieces was recently featured on a 2021 four-part Smithsonian 
Channel documentary called One � ousand Years of Slavery. Former 
New Orleans mayor and National Urban League President Marc 
Morial was featured on the documentary, where the subject of his an-
cestry and the heavy topic of slavery was covered. 

“His family was enslaved at the Whitney Plantation, and they used 
my work to � ll in the spot where they didn’t have a picture, [since] I did 
the reproduction of the 1811 Slave Rebellion,” Gendron said.

Her 1811 Slave Rebellion painting was certi� ed to be a historical-
ly accurate depiction by university history professors with a focus 
on slavery history; the work remains on display inside Destrehan 
Plantation. 

Her folk artwork has been featured at the White House for multiple 
di� erent events, under several presidents’ tenures. Photos of Gendron 
and former First Lady Laura Bush hang in her hallway after one of her 
trips to Washington D.C. Her work was also on display each year 
at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival for decades. 

After having led a career as a working artist for several decades, 
Gendron says she has no intentions of slowing down at this junc-
ture in her life. 

“I used to tell people I’m going to live to be 120 [as a joke],” 
Gendron said. “Well, I might just do that now,” she chuckled.

ARTIST from 13A
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John, Annalise, Charlee and grandma at Pepper’s Pizzeria Dean and Lilly Bourgeois at Cafe Du Monde 

Athena at the Splash Pad The Robert boys started school and daycare this 
week

Joseph Dugas Blassing of the Backpacks at New Life Community Church

Aiden, Ava, Ashlynn and Athena at the splash pad

Brae’Lynn’s � rst day of Pre K

Inside is the place to be for Snoopy Dominic Gomez went to the Touch-A-Truck event at the Children’s Museum
Casen tries to stay cool during the heat wave by enjoying 
a snowball

Kolton and Kason sliding out of summerJale Danos loved the Children’s Museum Maverick Ward

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.  
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

         acebook  
MEMORIES

13386 US-90 • Boutte, LA • 985-785-8411Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH

Herald-Guide FREE CHECKING • FREE CHECKS • FREE GIFT



APARTMENT FOR RENT - 
Small Apartment for Rent $800/
month + Damage deposit. Kitch-
en furnished, safe neighborhood, 
Available now. (985)331-5021

RENTALS - 3 bd 1 bath, Ama. 
Trailer lots for rent & Horse barn for 
rent. (504)559-0568

2BD/1 BATH - 3bd/2 bath- Brand 
New Rental. Call (504)390-7800 
o/a

16A
AUGUST 10 - 16, 2023

Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday • CALL: 985-758-2795 • Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.comCommercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE, 
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE, 
NOTICES, PET NOTICES, 
LOST & FOUND ADS!

Rental

/HERALDGUIDE /STCHARLESHERALD • WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM

Graduate of 
The Juilliard School
See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Voice Lessons

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996     (504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Place Your Service, Employment, 
Boat, Car, Garage Sale Ads Here.  

985-758-2795

Wanted

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,

 Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco
We do it all from the 

ground up.
Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured! 

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629

Services

BUSH 
HOGGING 

(up to 100 acres)
• Industrial Plant Maintenance
• Concrete Crack & Haul
• Lots cleared & maintained
• Bobcat Service - debris haul
• Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
• Licensed Chemical Spray Applicator

Industrial-Commercial
Residential

STEVE 504-554-9570

Employment

Employment

Employment

Employment

Garage Sale

GARAGE SALE. Sat., August 12 
& Sunday, August 13. 8am - 12pm. 
112 Lakewood Drive, Luling, La 
70070. Plenty of Everything. (Lots 
of Household items, clothes, shoes, 
toys (new), gadgets)

I WANT! FIGS. CALL (504)390-
7800

Place Your  
Real Estate 

Ad Here
985-758-2795

Birthday Birthday

St. Charles Parish Public Schools is soliciting applications 
for future employment of certi�ed teachers.
View vacant positions as well as positions

being �lled by retired teachers
on the school district’s website: www.stcharles.k12.la.us.

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Secondary Math Teacher

Hahnville High School 

Initial Deadline: August 10, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Payroll Manager
Business O�ce 

Initial Deadline: August 10, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Middle School Literacy Interventionist

6th-8th Grade Harry Hurst and JB Martin Middle Schools
Central O�ce 

Initial Deadline: August 9, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Social-Emotional Learning Coach

Luling Elementary School

Initial Deadline: August 9, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of: 
Vocal Music Teacher

Luling Elementary School

Initial Deadline: August 11, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Our office focuses on real estate law and 
closings so experience with banking or real 
estate is preferred but not required. Must 
have good computer skills and experience 
with checkbooks, spreadsheets, and office 
miscellaneous tasks.
Salary is negotiable based on experience.
Send resumes to: resume@dufrenelaw.com

Brandt J. Dufrene, Jr., Attorney at Law
13386 Hwy 90 • P.O. Box 512 • Boutte, LA 70039
Phone 985-785-0004 • Fax 985-785-8429

OPEN
POSITION:
Legal Secretary

Full time position 
Monday - Friday

9 - 5

is looking for enthusiastic 
individuals to join our team. 

Bene� ts Include:
• Health Insurance
• Life and Accidental Death Insurance
• Access to A� ac Insurance Plans
• 401(K) Plan with company match
• Competitive Pay

• Paid Vacations
• Paid Sick Time
•  Up to eleven paid Holidays 

per year
•  Free or discounted 

banking services

• Lending
• Lending Assistants
• Main Corporate Of� ce Personnel

•   Electronic Banking
•   Executive Assistant

To apply please send resume to info@fnbusa.com or mail to P.O. Box 508, 
Boutte, LA 70039 or apply in person at 13386 Hwy 90, Boutte, LA 70039

We have career opportunities in various departments:

You’re no 
longer just 
a vintage,
now you’re 
a classic!

Happy 80th
Birthday Dad!!
August 12th

Love, Lee & Alissa

Place Your
Merchandise Ad Here

985-758-2795
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ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notice deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. for the 
following issue. To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
or by email legals@heraldguide.com
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Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV

504-512-3355
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, District V

504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,

Division B
985-240-0031

hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Beth Billings 
Councilwoman, Division A

985-603-4068
bbillings@stcharlesgov.net

Julia Fisher-Cormier
Councilwoman, District VII

985-308-0366
jcomier@stcharlesgov.net

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI

985-240-0172
b�sher@stcharlesgov.net

Dick Gibbs
Councilman, District III

504-330-4262
dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net

La Sandra Darensbourg 
Gordon

Councilwoman, District I
985-240-0213

lgordon@stcharlesgov.net

Matthew Jewell
Parish President
985-783-5000

president@stcharlesgov.net

Mary K. Clulee
Councilwoman, District II

504-330-3237
mclulee@stcharlesgov.net

1B

Public Notice

Publish: July 27, August 3 & 10, 2023

Public Notice

Public Notice

Publish: August 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2023

Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice

Publish: August 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2023

Public Notice

Publish: August 10, 2023

Public Notice

Public Notice

Publish: August 3 & 10, 2023
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Public Notice

Publish: August 10, 2023

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Publish: August 10, 2023

Public Notice
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Publish: August 10, 2023

Public Notice

Publish: July 13 & August 10, 2023
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Public Notice Public Notice

Publish: August 10, 2023
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SUBSCRIBE NOW!

& ONLINE!

www.HeraldGuide.com or toll free 1-800-538-4355

Keeping the people 
of St. Charles Parish 
connected, since 1873




