
SERVING ST. CHARLES PARISH SINCE 1873

JULY 27 - AUGUST 2, 2023

vol. 150 | NO. 30 | 75¢
Subscribe at www.HeraldGuide.com

/HERALDGUIDE /STCHARLESHERALD • WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM

On July 9, longtime Luling resident Billie 
Tusa, known as ‘Bo’ to friends and family, died at 
the age of 94 while living at the SummerHouse 
Ashton Manor assisted living facility. At the 
time of her death, several oil paintings of exqui-
site detail hung on the walls of her apartment– 
works of art few realized until now were paint-
ed with Tusa’s own brush. 

� e paintings, some attending her funeral 
would later learn, were part of a much larger 
body of artistic work she had painted herself 
over the latter part of her life. 

“She was just a very friendly, sweet lady - very 
reserved,” Junie Champagne, who had regu-
lar contact with Tusa the last two years of her 

With his company just a few 
years old, 22-year-old Bayou 
Gauche video game designer 
Grant Dunn and his development 
studio Dunn Games has now de-
signed and released a handful of 
online games on gaming platform 
juggernaut Roblox. His business 
now supports � ve remote em-
ployees, some reporting to work 
each day from as far as the United 
Kingdom.

Roblox, trading on the New York 
Stock Exchange with the ticker RBLX, 
is a $2.34 billion revenue online gam-
ing platform similar to Microsoft’s 
Xbox, where around 66 million active 

daily users from around the world log 
in each day to play from a selection of 
approximately 50 million games.  

As a platform of games, Roblox relies 

Luling artist’s hidden talents 
revealed in stunning oil paintings

Bayou Gauche game designer makes 
waves on Roblox with Dunn Games

Floral oil painting by Billie Tusa, one of the numer-
ous oil paintings she produced during the latter 
part of her life. 

Promotional image of Farming and Friends game on Roblox, 
released by Dunn Games. 
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Fresh French Bread
and Pistolettes

Baked Daily
Check us out online at 
majoriasgrocery.com

SUPERMARKET
13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte

Open: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm • Closed Sunday • (985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com

THIS WEEK’S HOT BUYS!

We’re Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964

Hot or Cold Grab and Go Meal Solutions Now Available!

DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR JULY 27 - AUGUST 1, 2023

Luzianne Tea
Assorted Family
Size Bags
22-24 count

$2.69/ea

Majoria’s Own
Hogsheads
Cheese
Hot or Mild

$6.59/lb

Luzianne Tea
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�e year 1923 was 
an important one in 
American culture: it was 
the year the �rst base-
ball game was played 
in the original Yankee 
Stadium in New York 
City; the year media gi-
ant Warner Brothers 
was established and the 
year the now ubiquitous 
Time Magazine was �rst 
launched. 

For Destrehan resident 
Robert Tranchant Jr., 
1923 remains an import-
ant year in history, but for 
an entirely di�erent rea-
son – it was the year of his 
birth, one century ago. 

Born in New Orleans 
on July 23 in 1923, 
Tranchant celebrated 
his 100th birthday with 
friends at the German 
Coast Farmers Market 
on Saturday. Known af-
fectionately by Farmers 
Market regulars as “Mr. Bob,” Tranchant 
says his earliest memory as a young boy 
was when he and his eight siblings lived 
near the corner of Milan and Magazine 
Streets in New Orleans.

“I used to walk [ from Magazine 
Street] to [Audubon Park] quite often, 
that I can remember very well,” he said 

�e St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church Cemetery in Destrehan, re-
ferred to as the “Little Red Church 
Cemetery,” holds the distinction of be-
ing the oldest cemetery in St. Charles 
Parish and bills itself as the oldest 
German cemetery in the South. 

Situated prominently along River 
Road, its origins can be traced back 
to 1740 when the �rst church was es-
tablished at that location. While the 
nearby church would be burned and 
rebuilt two more times over the cen-
turies, the cemetery along River Road 
has endured as a physical link to St. 
Charles Parish’s past. 

Ronald Rodrigue, longtime ad-
ministrative assistant at St. Charles 

Borromeo Church, believes the older 
cemetery plays a vital role in the par-
ish’s stability. 

“[�e cemetery] kind of stabiliz-
es our parish, at least I see that in my 
mind, because people come and go,” 
Rodrigue said, regarding careers and 
other life events that may lead some 
residents to leave St. Charles Parish. 
“But eventually they always come back 
home, particularly to be buried here 
with the family of their loved ones that 
have passed before.”

�e old German cemetery was 
originally associated with a log cabin 
chapel, constructed in Destrehan in 
1740. Later destroyed by �re in 1806, 
the church was rebuilt the same year 

and painted red, and be-
came known as the “Little 
Red Church.” �is iconic 
structure became a well-
known landmark along 
the Mississippi River un-
til it was overcome by 
�re once again in 1921. 
�e church was rebuilt 
in 1922 and rededicated 
as St. Charles Borromeo 
Church. 

According to 

Destrehan World War II vet celebrates 
100th birthday with friends, memories

Oldest German cemetery in the 
South preserves parish’s rich history

WW II Veteran Robert Tranchant Jr poses Saturday with friends and family at the 
German Coast Farmers Market, in celebration of his 100th birthday. 
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TRANCHANT on 9A View of a centuries-old tomb, one of many older surviving tombs at the St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church cemetery along River Road. 

CEMETERY on 10A

SUPERMARKET

Wishing all students 
and teachers a great 
school year!

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte
(985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com
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$1.49/lb

$2.99

$4.99

$7.99

$8.29

$3.89

$12.99

$4.99

2/$3.00

$1.29/lb

$4.49

$2.69/lb

$10.99

$4.49/lb

Economy Cut Sirloin 
Pork Chops

Family Pack

Simply Done 
Original Bleach

81 oz

Food Club
Medium Grain Rice

10 lb bag

Chicken Wings
5 lb Bag

That’s Smart 
Vegetable Oil

128 oz

Red Seedless Grapes 
2 lb Clamshell

Veron Smoked 
Sausage

3 lbs All Types

Blue Bell Fudge 
Bars, Moo Bars, or 
Krunch Bars - 12 Pack

Duncan Hines Brownie Mix
Family Size - Chocolate Fudge, 

Chewy, or Milk Chocolate

Sanderson Farms
Family Pack Drumsticks

or Thighs

Blue Plate 
Mayonnaise
30 oz. - 3 types

Summeripe
Peaches

Coke Products
24 Pack

USDA Select 
Boneless Shoulder 

Roast

We’re Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964
Fresh French Bread

and Pistolettes Baked Daily

Propane
Exchange

Now
Available

Come in and see
our unadvertised

sale items
DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR

JULY 27 - AUGUST 1, 2023
Limits may apply. Not all items will be available. No rainchecks. Due  to some limited availability and � uctuations in our supply chain, we may experience shortages.

Supplies are based on availability. Thank you for understanding. Not responsible for typographical errors.

SUPERMARKET

MONDAY ........ Red Beans and Rice with Sausage
TUESDAY ....... Hamburger Steak and Mac & Cheese
WEDNESDAY . Italian
THURSDAY .... Fried Chicken
FRIDAY ...........Fried Seafood

 Hot Grab & Go Meals! 

No sales to dealers
Quantity rights reserved on sale items

13413 Hwy. 90 • Boutte
OPEN: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday
(985) 785-2431 • www.majoriasgrocery.com

Veron Pork Boudin
2 lb

$8.99
USDA Heavy Beef 

Boneless Sirloin Steaks
Family Pack

Food Club Heavy 
Whipping Cream - 16 oz.

Food Club Chunk Cheese 
8 oz. - Assorted

Premium 
Slicing Tomatoes

$6.99/lb

$3.00

3/$5.00

$1.59/lb

$6.99/lb

3/$4.00

$5.49/lb

$1.19

Swiss Cheese
(Store Sliced)

Bars Red Franks
Regular or Bun Size 12 oz.

USDA Select Boneless 
Seven Steaks

Family Pack

Ranch Style Beans
2 Types - 15 oz.

Sara Lee Turkey Breast
All Types (Store Sliced)

Big Easy IQF Peeled 
Shrimp - 31/40 Count- 1 lb

Pork Neckbones
Family Pack

Food Club Mini Cob Corn 
Super Sweet, 8pk

Food Club Brown 
Gravy Mix .87oz

$8.99/lb

$5.99

$1.49/lb

$2.99

2/$1.00
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With an impressive list of big-name 
corporate clients like Fedex, Chevron, 
Exxon, LSU, UNO Institute and Winn 
Dixie, most of Shelby Lanier’s Hahnville 
High students would be surprised to 
learn he leads a double life as a voiceover 
artist. 

Voiceover artists like Lanier lend their 
voice for a fee to commercials and adver-
tising, audiobooks, video games, educa-
tional and training videos, documenta-
ries and health and wellness apps. While 
he previously did some commercial voi-
ceover work, much of his current work 
revolves around narrating corporate in-
house training and e-training modules.

Lanier, 55, got into voiceover work af-
ter leading a decades-long career in the 
broadcast industry. 

“I worked in radio right out of high 
school,” Lanier said, beginning his broad-
casting career around 1986. “While I was 
in radio, I went to UNO and got a degree 
in communications; that was going to be 
my lifelong career – broadcasting.”

His � rst job in broadcasting was work-
ing for a small daytime AM country sta-
tion run out of a Port Sulfur area mobile 
home “in the middle of nowhere,” he 
said, as he reminisced on his early ca-
reer. “I worked my way up and ended up 
working for Clear Channel, WNOE and 
some of the big [broadcasting] names in 
New Orleans.”

Life had di� erent plans for Lanier, and 
he later left broadcasting to pursue a 
career in education. He currently works 
for the St. Charles Parish School System, 
where he teaches English and Speech. 
He has maintained his voiceover busi-
ness, Lanier Voice Talent LLC, as a side-
line over the years given his broadcast-
ing career and contacts. 

To make it today in voiceover work, 
Lanier said, newer voiceover artists typ-
ically need agents to attract a su�  cient 
� ow of work. He has an advantage in that 
he had a several decades-long career in 
radio with numerous industry contacts, 
so much so that he relies almost entire-
ly on word-of-mouth for new clients and 
jobs, with no agent. 

HHS teacher works as voiceover artist, 
has impressive list of big-name clients

Waterworks customers express 
concern over billing, of� cials respond

Lanier at work in his Destrehan home recording studio, as he 
prepares to narrate for an upcoming project.

VOICEOVER on 8A
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Numerous residents across St. 
Charles Parish have taken to social 
media recently to comment on their 
monthly Waterworks charges, with 
some locals concerned after seeing 
signi� cant � uctuations in their typical 
water billing. 

Marcia Anderson, a 20-year parish 
resident, is one such citizen who re-
cently noticed a roughly 33 percent 
higher bill than she normally receives 
for this time of year.

“My water bill has never really been 
over $70 to $75,” Anderson said of her 
typical water billing. “I don’t water my 
lawn, I don’t wash my cars, and all of 
a sudden as of the month they put in 
those new meters, my bill is over $100.”

Nina Whiting, another 20-year parish 
resident, says she had a similar billing 
experience, although she was unsure if 
her water meter had been converted to 
a digital meter or not recently. 

“[My water bills] have been � ne, and 
then last month, the charges just dou-
bled,” Whiting said. “� e consump-
tion of water doubled, which makes 
no sense because we don’t have a pool, 
we’re not watering our yard – nothing 
has changed.”

Seeing an increase in residents com-
menting on their water bills, Parish 
President Matthew Jewell chimed 
in mid-July in a social media post 

regarding the parish’s water billing 
situation. 

“� is month some residents have 
seen higher bills, myself included. 
� ere are several factors that can con-
tribute to higher-than-normal water 
usage - seasonal changes, dry weather, 
the number of days in the billing cy-
cle, overall water wasting habits and 
yes, leaks,” Jewell said in his post. “Even 
small leaks such as a leaky toilet can 
rack up several thousands of gallons of 
consumption.”

� e record-breaking heat this sum-
mer, Division B Councilwoman-At-
Large Holly Fonseca mentioned, may 
in some cases also be in part to blame.

“Keep in mind – it’s hotter,” Fonseca 
said. “Some people may be � lling their 
pools more regularly, watering � ower 
beds and grass to keep them alive with 
all of this intense heat we’ve been ex-
periencing…and, with implementing 
the new meter systems, the old me-
ters were old and probably did not re-
cord usage as accurately as they should 
have.”

St. Charles Parish Waterworks is 
currently upgrading its roughly 22,000 
water meters; around 82 percent of all 
meters have now been upgraded to dig-
ital meters, while 4,000 older manual 

WATERWORKS on 10A
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First National Bank USA is pleased to 
announce that it has been ranked the #1 
bank in Louisiana by Bank Performance 
Report, which ranks banks based on in-
formation obtained from public data in 
reports sent to the FDIC and assembled 
by S&P Global, for 8 categories of bank 
performance (with 50 sub-categories), 
as well as the bank’s total performance.  
Of the 110 Louisiana domiciled banks 
ranked, First National Bank USA was 
ranked #1 for “Overall Performance.” All 
Louisiana domiciled banks are perform-
ing well.  Rankings are as of March 31, 
2023.  � e complete report is posted on 
our web page, www.fnbusa.com for your 
reference.

Relevant rankings which contrib-
uted to this ranking were Net Interest 
Income, E�  ciency, Asset Quality, Return 
on Equity, Non-Performing Assets, and 
Return on Assets. 

In addition to the #1 Ranking award 
by Bank Performance Report, First 
National Bank USA was also award-
ed a 5-Star “Superior” rating by Bauer 
Financial, Inc., recognizing it as being a 
5-Star bank, which is its highest ranking.

First National Bank USA has o�  ces in 
Boutte and Laplace, Louisiana.  Its main 
o�  ce has been in Boutte since its found-
ing in 1975.  

First National Bank USA o� ers a di-
verse array of products including multi-
ple types of both business and consumer 
loans, as well as various deposit prod-
ucts.    � e goal is to maintain excellence 
and partner with the local community to 

help satisfy all its � nancial needs with 
no hassle personal service 

First National Bank USA still proudly 
� ies the American � ag in front of its of-
� ces, in honor of all who have served in 
uniform. 

First National Bank USA named No. 1 bank 
in Louisiana by Bank Performance Report

No. 1 Bank in Louisiana

Awarded
5 Star “Superior”

Rating
by Bauer Financial, Inc.

NO
HASSLE

PERSONAL
SERVICE

by Bank Performance Report

No. 1 ranking  based on Net 
Interest Income, Efficiency, 
Asset Quality, Return on Equity, 
Non-Performing Assets and 
Return on Assets
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Obituaries
Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy 
publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Ross
Wendell P. Ross Sr., aged 66, entered his 

Eternal Rest on June 19, 2023. Wendell was 
married to Karla Jean Phifer Ross for 45 beautiful 
years. They have 5 children together, Wendell Jr., 
Aarika, Earnest (RIP), Matthew, and Raphael. 

Wendell, who is most affectionately known as 
Poppie to his 10 Grandchildren, was an amazing 
and loving grandfather. He was a son, brother, 
uncle, father, companion, and friend to a host of 
people. Most important of those roles, he was 
a HUSBAND! He shared his life until the very end with the woman he loved 
most, his Huggy! 

Wendell walked this earth in righteousness; it showed in every single inter-
action he had. He was the best truck driver in the world, and he had traveled 
all over the U.S. of A. by way of his second love, his Big Truck! 

Wendell truly touched the lives of every soul he came in contact with, no 
matter how small the interaction had seemed. He was a true beacon of light 
in this dark world. He was a compassionate teacher to everyone, and he 
leaves behind a legacy that will live on throughout the ages! REST ON DRIVER 
January 4, 1957, to June 19, 2023.

He is preceded in death by son, Earnest Albert Ross; mother and father, 
Amelia Lee Ross and Earnest Billew; nephews, Kenya “Tank” Glass and 
Davelle “Doby” Smith; and brother-in-law Kenneth Phifer. 

He is survived his wife, Karla Jean Phifer Ross; children, Wendell Peter 
Ross Jr, Aarika Dawn Ross-Firmin, Matthew Isaiah Ross, Raphael Navarro 
Ross, and son-in-law Shaun Michael Firmin Sr.; grandchildren, Alayna Naiomi 
Ross, Shaun Michael Firmin Jr., Klairah Lee-Ann Ross, Donavin Joseph Firmin, 
Matthew Charles Locke, Wendell Peter Ross III, Amelia Renee Ross, Ezekiel 
James Ross, Jae’Lynn Rose Goyette-Thompson, and Aniyah Jean Michele 
Ross; sisters: Aleshia Smith, Warrene Mack, and Andrea Ross; a host of 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, aunts, uncles, and an 
unimaginable amount of friends. 

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, August 19th, 2023. All who 
would like to attend please contact Raphael at 907-953-4223 or Aarika at 
907-741-9686.

Arrests
• Roland Briggs, 27, of Houma, was arrested 
July 22 and charged with DWI, illegal car-
rying of weapons, illegal use of weapons 
or dangerous instrumentalities and reck-
less operation without accident. He had 
an attachment (two counts). 

• Kenneth Cooks, 32, of 1630 North Galvez 
Street in New Orleans, was arrested July 
22 and charged with simple robbery, 
battery of a dating partner/strangulation - 
child endangerment and traf�c violation.

• Jeremy Martin, 30, of 148 Hollywood Park 
Road in Montz, was arrested July 22 and 
charged with second degree battery and 
resisting an of�cer. He was a fugitive (two 
counts). 

• Lashea Turley, 31, of 520 Revere Drive 
in LaPlace, was arrested July 23 and 
charged with unauthorized entry of an in-
habited dwelling and simple battery (two 
counts). 

• Kennaytta Jeandron, 25, of 122 Oak Lane in 
Luling, was arrested July 20 and charged 
with illegal possession of stolen �rearm 
and traf�c violation.

Sheriff’s Reports
Suspects are innocent until proved guilty in a court of law 14236 U.S. HWY. 90,
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Dear Editor,

Regarding the July 6-12, 2023, article, 
Council introduces amendment to in-
crease pay for councilmembers, parish 
president, here are the facts.

Last year a salary study was completed 
and a pay plan adopted with $1.2 million 
in raises bringing Civil Service employ-
ees’ pay up to par with respective region-
al peers.  A review of Parish President 
and Council salaries was initiated that 
revealed salaries have fallen well behind 
that of respective statewide peers in the 
35 years since the Home Rule Charter 
was amended to address salaries in 1987.  

�e Parish President’s $122,245/year 
salary is less than 91% of regional peers 
and, despite having the largest budget 
and number of employees, the Parish 
President has the lowest salary of all full-
time parishwide elected o�cials.  Twelve 
Appointed and 2 Civil Service employees’ 
salaries are also higher.

Proposition 2 would set the Parish 
President’s salary at $175,000/year equal 
to the average of the SCP Sheri� ’s, Clerk 
of Court’s, and Assessor’s current sala-
ries.  �e Council would again have au-
thority to increase the salary by ordi-
nance - not passed the last term year, nor 
e�ective the term it’s adopted - giving fu-
ture Parish Presidents incentive to work 
hard with Councils for residents.  �e 
Parish President would continue to be 
eligible for the same bene�ts as full-time 
employees.

Despite only 30% of parishes having 
populations larger than SCP, 71% of the 
Council’s part-time peers statewide make 
more than our District Councilmembers’ 

$12,755/year, and 53% make more than 
our At-Large Councilmembers’ $17,007/
year.  St. James Parish’s population is 
less than half of SCP, yet their District 
Councilmembers’ salaries next term will 
be $19,200/year - more than our District 
and At-Large Councilmembers’ salaries 
without Charter amendment.

Proposition 1 would set salaries at 
$24,000/year for At-Large and $19,200/
year for District Councilmembers.  
Beginning in 2025, salaries would be ad-
justed annually by the same cost of living 
percentage approved for Civil Service 
employees.  Councilmembers would 
continue being reimbursed for expendi-
tures in the performance of duties, like 
travel expenses.

�e proposed increases represent less 
than $120,000/year, only .05% of the par-
ish’s $293 million budget and require NO 
NEW taxes.  SCP is prospering with an es-
timated $329 million increase in taxable 
assessed value from 2022, and forecast-
ed growth.  �e salary increases would 
make these increasingly hard to �ll pub-
lic service roles more attractive consid-
ering rising costs and provide residents 
with more choices in future candidates.  

Voters’ approval of the Propositions on 
the October 14 ballot is the only recourse 
to bring Parish President and Council 
salaries up to par with peers.  �e in-
creases would NOT take e�ect until the 
start of the next term on January 8, 2024.  
Get the facts and geaux vote!

Sincerely,
Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large, Div. B
St. Charles Parish

Letter to the Editor

Do you make the best gumbo, jambalaya, or pastalaya?

CAN YOU COOK?

Test your skills! Enter the Battle, and win the Paddle!  This is a fun, family event 
that invites family, business, and industry teams from across the region to 
compete for the titles of “Best Jambalaya”, “Best Pastalaya”,  and “Best Gumbo”. 
Any team who wants to try to win the paddle is invited!
Register to COOK at www.uwaysc.org/battle-paddle

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 5, 2023
3:00PM-7:30PM

REGISTER 
NOW

Edward A. Dufr esne Community Center
274 Judge Edward Dufresne Parkway

Luling, Louisiana
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life, said. “You could tell she was very 
humble.” 

Champagne would see Tusa of-
ten during her weekly visits given 
Champagne’s mother-in-law was Tusa’s 
next door neighbor. One day while visit-
ing she stopped in brie� y to see Tusa for 
a few minutes, stepping inside her room. 
While there, Champagne happened to 
notice an original oil painting hung on 
the wall, and made a comment on how 
striking the painting was.

“She said, ‘I painted that’ but it was 
almost like she didn’t even want to say 
anything,” Champagne said. “� en I 
started looking around - she let me look 
at the [other] paintings in her room - I 
was absolutely amazed. You can’t tell if 
somebody’s talented by just looking at 
them.”

Born in 1928, Tusa was originally from 
the town of Bogalusa. � e reserved art-
ist grew up, got married and moved 
to Kenner with her husband Michael, 
the couple eventually settling in the 
Willowdale area of Luling in 1977. It 
was in Luling where she lived the rest 
of her life, the last two years spent at lo-
cal assisted living facility Summerhouse 
Ashton Manor. 

Her only child Don Tusa, now 75, re-
members as he grew up seeing his moth-
er often sketching out drawings in her 
free time. 

“When I was a young kid, she used 
to do little sketches in pencil,” Don said 
fondly. 

His mother would go on to � ll her 
notebook full of sketches based o�  var-
ious photos she found interesting in 
magazines, newspapers or other places. 

Tusa worked as an o�  ce manager for 
a local engineering � rm, a job she would 
later retire from in 1990. After her only 
child Don graduated high school and 
joined the US Navy, Tusa’s newly found 
free time and lifelong interest in art 
eventually led her to explore oil painting. 

Proving no one is ever too old to 

learn anything new, sometime 
around the age of 50 years old 
Tusa began taking classes and 
studying oil painting tech-
niques, a hobby that quickly be-
came her favorite pastime for 
the next thirty years of her life. 

“As she got further on, the 
quality just kept getting better 
and better and better as her ex-
perience [improved],” Don said 
of his mother’s work. 

His mother would go on to 
turn out dozens of oil paint-
ings, painting her last canvas 
in her early 80s around 2010, 
the year her husband died. She 
avoided acrylic and watercolor 
mediums, opting for strictly oil 
painting. 

“Everything [she painted] was [in] oil,” 
Don said, “and then eventually the last 
few years she started painting on glass 
as well.”

Don estimates she created some-
where between 75 to 100 oil paintings 
during her lifetime, around 50 of which 
he still retains as part of his own collec-
tion; the others have since been sold o�  
to various individuals over the years. 

“She never thought her paintings were 
all that good, so she never sold anything 
commercially,” Don explained. “She sold 
[paintings] to friends or to acquaintanc-
es that met my dad and saw them, who 
asked to buy them.”

� e subjects she chose to paint often 
varied, choosing whatever sub-
jects interested her visually. She 
enjoyed painting animals and 
wildlife; one painting is a study of 
a horse’s head, while some paint-
ings feature exotic animals such 
as a pair of tigers, one resting on 
the other. � ere are Audubon-

inspired bird paintings, nature stills 
and some with seaside views. Several of 
her paintings feature classic Louisiana 

themes, such as shrimp boats with nets 
spread out over water, steamboats or 
old plantation homes with moss-laden 
trees. 

Don considers his mother’s paint-
ing of the St. Louis Cathedral in New 
Orleans her best work – a painting he 

keeps proudly on display in his Harvey 
area home. 

Unlike most paintings and pho-
tographs of the St. Louis Cathedral, 
Tusa’s rendition features an interest-
ing western-angled side view of the ca-
thedral after a light rain. � e painting 
reveals moody, shadowed features and 
dark storm clouds retreating, while a 
re� ection of the cathedral is shown 
through a light sheen of water on the 

ground. � e painting remains a lasting 
testament to the skill she had acquired 
as a true artist over her lifetime.  

OIL PAINTINGS from 1A

More recent July 4th photo of Billie Tusa before her death in 
July. 

Several examples of her work in oil, including one of the few portraits she 
painted of her late husband, the St. Louis Cathedral, a study in Cajun cooking, a 
French Quarter building and a seaside nature still.
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on independent game studios like Dunn 
Games to develop and support the var-
ious games players can select. Many of 
the game studios are run by companies 
like Dunn’s that are around the same 
size or smaller, but a few independent 
Roblox game studios have grown in size 
to include a much larger employee base.  

“� ere are multiple [game] studios 
that have 100 employees,” Dunn said 
of some of his larger Roblox studio 
competitors. 

Roblox has massive worldwide appeal, 
according to online sales and marketing 
data provider DemandSage. Tracking 
playing time by a unit of measurement 
called ‘engagement hours,’ Europeans 
played Roblox slightly more than US-
based users in early 2023, playing 4.07 
billion engagement hours in the � rst 
quarter of 2023 versus 3.4 billion en-
gagement hours for US-based Roblox 
gamers. Roblox’s most popular game, 
called AdoptMe, had 27.3 billion all-time 
visits as of 2022.

Dunn says his studio Dunn Games 
ranks in the top 1,000 of Roblox reve-
nue-generating studios, with the major-
ity of the private company’s revenue cur-
rently coming from one key game. 

While it’s typically free to play, game 
designers like Dunn Games earn rev-
enue by selling di� erent features and 
items within the game that players are 
willing to pay extra for to enhance their 
playing experiences.

“For example, we’re one of the few 
farming games on the platform that pri-
marily focuses on vehicles,” Dunn said. 
“� e biggest thing that we sell [are our] 
vehicle packs - you can buy a tractor, a 
harvester and di� erent equipment.”

Dunn says his interest in video game 
design began at an early age, and he be-
gan to learn bit by bit how to code and 
design games as he got older. He became 
particularly attracted to the Roblox plat-
form while still in school, and began 
playing di� erent types of games within 
Roblox. 

“I [started] to play Roblox when I was 

a kid,” Dunn said, primarily because 
“[Roblox] makes it really easy for you to 
create your own experiences.”

Dunn designed his � rst Roblox game 
while in high school, which began to 
earn a few hundred dollars per month, 
funds he said “was a lot of extra cash for 
me at the time.”

After graduating high school, he en-
tered LSU to study computer science. 
In his freshman year he began working 
on a new Roblox game called ‘Farming 
and Friends,’ designing the game with 
a few friends he met online that shared 
his same interests in coding and game 
design. 

Dunn’s business grew rapidly in 2020 
to a point where he made the decision to 
leave college to work on his game studio 
full time. 

“We released [Farming and Friends] 
in early 2020, then COVID hit, and all of 
our numbers went way up,” Dunn said. 
“I ended up leaving school the summer 
of 2020 after lockdowns – that’s kind of 
what made me go full time.”

Dunn said he has big plans for his 
game studio in the next � ve years, and 
hopes to grow his team much larger over 
that time span. 

“I would like to de� nitely have some-
one who basically does what I do – de-
sign games,” Dunn said. “I’d like to have 
a couple more projects out and have de-
signers full-time on those games, and 
manage them instead of me doing it.”

GAME DESIGNER from 1A

Grant Dunn, owner of St. Charles-based game development 
studio Dunn Games.

VOICEOVER from 4A

His advice to newbies wishing to start 
in voiceover work was to consider begin-
ning with a simple demo audio � le.

“Go online, grab some commercial 
copy, e-courses or scripts o�  of Google 
and read little pieces of them to put to-
gether a demo of di� erent styles and tal-
ents you have with your voice,” he sug-
gested. “� at way you’ve got sort of an 
audio resume, and you’ll be able to show-
case your voice.”

Lanier said when he � rst started in 
broadcasting, stations had to have lots 
of bulky equipment in order to operate. 
Given recent technological advance-
ments, he was able to create his own 
home recording studio for his voiceover 
work with just a computer, microphone 
and extra space. 

 “I turned a closet in my home into a 
little sound booth that I soundproofed, 
wired it up with my microphones inside 
and all the recording gear outside the 
studio so that you don’t hear the elec-
tronic buzz,” Lanier explained. “I’m able 
to record that way, and I’ve got some 
editing software that I can put through 
a process and make [the recordings] 
sound clean and crisp.” 

His voiceover work sometimes pops 
up in humorous and unexpected ways 
with family and friends, something he 

was reminded of when his two sons were 
old enough to drive. 

“When my two sons got to driving age, 
and they had to take an online driver’s 
ed course on defensive driving to get a 
discount on the insurance; they logged 
on and paid for the course,” Lanier said. 
“� ey ended up listening to me because I 
was the guy that read the course 15 years 
earlier, I’d totally forgotten about it…
when they cranked up the training mod-
ule, it was me they had to listen to.”

At age 55 with the end of his education 
career in sight, Lanier says he has found 
it interesting how his broadcasting and 
education careers have come back to in-
tersect each other. 

He � rst got into broadcasting at the 
suggestion of a high school speech teach-
er, who assigned him a project to create 
and record a fake radio show on cassette 
tape. He performed so well with the as-
signment, his teacher suggested he con-
sider making a living as a broadcaster. 

“Several decades [later], I switched 
careers, and now I’m actually teaching 
speech in high school,” Lanier said. “It’s 
now come full circle for me – now I give 
my students projects …where they go 
home and do a fake radio or newscast, 
record it on their iPhones and bring it in 
to display to the class and get a grade for.”
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fondly, which would have been a roughly four-
mile walk. “When I was in �fth or sixth grade, 
I sometimes would skip school and just walk 
down Magazine Street to Audubon Park.”

A World War II veteran, Tranchant joined the 
U.S. Navy in 1941 at the age of 18 and served as 
an aviation machinist working in various na-
val bases such as San Diego, Daytona Beach 
and the Panama Canal. He was stationed in 
Miami in 1945 when the war �nally ended. He 
later came home and became an electrical con-
tractor, a �eld he worked in the entirety of his 
career.

“I used to do new construction,” he com-
mented. “Matter of fact, I still have a customer 
I had for about 35 or 40 years, and he calls me 
once in a while…but I don’t do [electrical work] 
anymore.”

Searching for an ideal place to retire, 
Tranchant and his late wife �rst moved to the 
Destrehan area 30 years ago, where he has 
remained ever since. His wife passed away 
around 20 years ago, and only two of his eight 
siblings now remain. �e Tranchants had one 
son, Robert Tranchant III, who visits often and 
assists his dad in running his pineapple plant 
business each weekend. 

As to the secret of his longevity, Tranchant of-
fered readers simple, easy-to-follow advice.

“�e only thing I can tell you – eat a decent 
meal, and be very active,” he said plainly.

At 100 years old, Tranchant takes his own 
advice of remaining active by tending to his pineapple 
plants and running his own produce business. 

He starts each morning with a healthy breakfast, 
goes outside to observe the weather, and tends to his 
pineapple plants each day - taking care to stay out of 
the heat on especially hot days. Each Saturday his son 

helps him tow his produce trailer to the 
German Coast Farmers Market, where 
he o�ers the numerous pineapple plants 
he raises himself for sale to the public.  

�e greatest innovation during his 
lifetime he says he was in awe to observe 

�rsthand was in the aviation industry. During World 
War II, Tranchant said the most advanced aircraft the 
Navy seemed to have at the time were bi-wing planes. 
He observed the aviation industry change dramatically 
in the decades that would follow the end of the war. 

“�e growth from the bi-wing airplane to the �ghter 
planes we have today has been tremendous,” Tranchant 
said. 

When asked if there was anything left un�nished in 
his lifetime that he did not get to complete, Tranchant 
did not hesitate with his answer. 

“No, not really…I think I did everything I wanted to 
do,” he said a�rmatively. “�ere’s a few things I’d like to 
do over again, though.”

To celebrate his 100th birthday, his immediate plans 
included visiting one 

of his two younger 
sisters shortly after 
the German Coast 
Farmers Market 
birthday celebra-
tion, held in his 
honor.

TRANCHANT from 2A

Right: O�cial expression of commendation presented to Tranchant by State 
Representative Greg Miller and State Senator Gary Smith Jr. on Saturday. 
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church documents, much of the early cemetery was 
originally situated along the Mississippi River and was 
lost as the river widened, and the levee constructed. 
�e levee would be moved twice, the last time around 
1895, a�ecting the cemetery each time. 

“When the area had a yellow fever epidemic, there 
was probably three or four hundred tombs of people 
that died in a short period of time,” Rodrigue said of the 
early cemetery. “So they just built these red brick tombs 
touching each other, which probably rested on River 
Road and under the levee, behind the levee.”

 A number of notable individuals and families are 

buried in the old cemetery, including numerous mem-
bers of the Destrehan family, for whom the town of 
Destrehan is named for. �e cemetery includes the 
1848 ornate tomb of Nicholas Noel Destrehan, who 
served as a corporal in the Battle of New Orleans and 
was purported to have been both the designer of the 
Harvey Canal lock system and an original developer of 
New Marigny (New Orleans) and Gretna. 

�e oldest intact tomb in the cemetery dates back to 
1777. �e church continues to maintain several such 

older tombs, and every few years brings another old-
er tomb under its care, including those made with ex-
pensive white Italian marble. Given the cost to rebuild 
some of the older tombs could reach as high as seven 
�gures apiece, church o�cials have reasoned it is less 
costly to maintain some of them rather than let them 
deteriorate to a point where they have to be rebuilt.    

“�ere’s no way we could rebuild a tomb like that 
[with white Italian marble] today – they’re close to 
million dollars with some of those tombs,” Rodrigue 
explained. 

Despite losing ample area to the levee and Mississippi 
River, along with the space that naturally gets used up 
as people get buried, Rodrigue said the cemetery – 
through its use of mausoleums – continues to have am-
ple burial space for the local community, enough to last 
at least another century. 

“We have enough space for about 100 years in the 
back [of the cemetery], at the rate we’re going right 
now,” Rodrigue said. 

In part due to the �nancial stability of its donor and 
grant funds, the oldest German cemetery in the south 
is still owned and operated by the same church almost 
300 years later, an unusual feat given many other older 
cemeteries have had to be handed over to outside orga-
nizations due to �nancial reasons. 

“We are one of the few [Catholic cemeteries] owned 
by [our church] parish,” Rodrigue said proudly of the 
local cemetery. “Either the Archdiocese has taken over 
other ones, or they’re privately owned by some other 
institution, but we actually own our own cemetery.”

With its rich history and signi�cance to the com-
munity, the St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
Cemetery stands as a testament to the enduring lega-
cy of St. Charles Parish. Self-guided cemetery tour bro-
chures are available from the church’s front o�ce for 
residents interested in a tour. 

CEMETERY from 2A

WATERWORKS from 4A

water meters await upgrades. Waterworks employs six 
meter readers who typically read on average 400 reads 
per day of manual water meters, while an entire cycle 
of digital-read meters can be read in one day, giving the 
parish a speed, accuracy and cost advantage convert-
ing to digital meters.

“�e Department of Waterworks is updating all of its 
processes to be in line with the 21st century technolo-
gies, and replacing water meters parish-wide to digital 
meters is only one part of that process,” Samantha de 
Castro, St. Charles Parish Director of Communications, 
said. 

In all cases where consumption comes back 50 per-
cent higher or lower than the previous month’s con-
sumption, the account is automatically �agged, de 
Castro said, and the meter is physically re-read by a me-
ter reader to ensure accuracy. 

Parish o�cials said residents should reach out to 
the St. Charles Parish Waterworks by calling (985) 783-
5110 or email them at service@scpwater.org if they be-
lieve they have been billed incorrectly. 

Jewell is expected to formally address the Waterworks 
billing situation with additional information and com-
mentary at the upcoming Monday, July 31 parish coun-
cil meeting at 6 p.m. 

“�e company that manufactures the new smart me-
ter, Master Meter, will [also] speak at our council meet-
ing Monday,” Councilmember Dick Gibbs said. “�ey 
will address how the meters work and their rigorous 
testing and standards.”

to the
teachers, 

administrators
and

employees
that make

St. Charles Parish 
Public Schools

a
Triple “A”

School System!

We wish everyone
a safe and happy

school year!

St. Charles Refinery
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2023AUGUST

8 The mission of St. Charles Parish 
Public Schools is to provide high 
quality educational opportunities 
to enable its students to become 
responsible, productive citizens and 
enthusiastic life-long learners.

St. Charles Parish Public Schools
2023-24 Calendar
First Day for Teachers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 1, 2023

Professional Workshop/Teacher Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 1 - 7, 2023

First Days for Students (Grades K-12**). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 8 - 9, 2023

First Days for Pre-Kindergarten Students ***. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 16 - 17, 2023

Labor Day Holiday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 4, 2023

End of Quarter (High Schools Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 8, 2023

Early Dismissal (Professional Learning)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 9, 2023

End of Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 10, 2023

Early Dismissal (Conferences) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 13, 2023

Weather Make-Up Days/Fall Break Holiday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .October 16 - 17, 2023

Early Dismissal (Conferences) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 26, 2023

Elementary/Middle School Early Dismissal (Conferences)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 27, 2023

Weather Make-Up Day/Fall Break Holiday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 1, 2023

End of Quarter (High Schools Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 14, 2023

Thanksgiving Holiday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 20 - 24, 2023

End of Quarter/ Early Dismissal (Professional Learning)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 21, 2023

Christmas/New Year Holidays  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 22, 2023 - January 4, 2024

Student Holiday (Professional Learning) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 5, 2024

Classes Resume. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 8, 2024

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 15, 2024

Early Dismissal (Professional Learning)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 19, 2024

Elementary/Middle School Early Dismissal (Conferences)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 2, 2024

End of Quarter (High Schools Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 6, 2024

Mardi Gras Holiday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 12-16, 2024

End of Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 14, 2024

Early Dismissal (Professional Learning)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 15, 2024

Easter Holiday (Spring Break)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 29 - April 5, 2024

End of Quarter (High Schools Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 23, 2024

Last Day for Pre-Kindergarten Students  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 23, 2024

Early Dismissal (Professional Learning)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 23, 202

End of Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 23, 2024

Last Day for Students (Gr. K-11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 24, 2024

** Last names beginning with A-K attend Aug 8. Last names beginning with L-Z attend Aug 9. 

***Last names beginning with A-K attend Aug. 16. Last names beginning with L-Z attend Aug. 17.

* The calendar is subject to change. Student make-up days for emergencies will be taken from existing holidays.

2023-24 School Times
Start Time  End Time

Allemands Elementary School 8:40 a.m.  3:50 p.m.

Carver Early Learning Center 8:50 a.m.  3:40 p.m.

Hahnville High School 7:15 a.m.  2:25 p.m.

J.B. Martin Middle School 7:50 a.m.  3:00 p.m.

Lakewood Elementary School 7:50 a.m.  3:00 p.m.

Luling Elementary School 8:40 a.m.  3:50 p.m.

Mimosa Park Elementary School 8:40 a.m.  3:50 p.m.

R.J. Vial Elementary School 8:40 a.m.  3:50 p.m.

R.K. Smith Middle School 7:50 a.m. 3:00 p.m.

Departments
Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3169
Business  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3127
Child Nutrition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3179
Child Welfare & Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3149
Curriculum & Instruction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3194
Distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-7212
Human Resources. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3111
Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 331-3600
Physical Plant Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3115
Public Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3104
Sales Tax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3125
Special Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3157
Student Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (985) 785-3142
Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-3126
Transportation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(985) 785-7206

Programs
Federal Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (985) 785-3154
Head Start  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (985) 783-6617

Departments & Programs
Central Office (985) 785-6289

Destrehan • Luling
Hahnville • Norco
St. Rose • Paradis

www.myscpl.org

All Branches 
Have

Free Wi�!
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ABOUT: Established in 1924 as an outgrowth of the original Hahnville Con-
solidated School, Hahnville High School had a class of 12 seniors and accom-
modated grades sixth through 11. HHS now services all students on the West 
Bank of the Mississippi River in St. Charles Parish. In 1975, Hahnville High 
School moved to its current location in Boutte.
GRADE LEVELS: 9 - 12
CLASSROOM TEACHERS: 106 teachers, 7 counselors
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 1,455

HAHNVILLE HIGH

Allemands
navy blue

Cammon
royal blue

Destrehan
garnet

Hahnville
purple

Hurst
hunter green

J.B. Martin
navy blue

Lakewood
maroon

Luling
navy blue

Mimosa Park
royal blue

New Sarpy
royal blue

Norco
red

R.J. Vial
navy blue

R.K. Smith
hunter green

St. Rose
hunter green

navy blue

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/hahnville
200 Tiger Drive in Boutte
(985) 758-7537

Jose Gonzales, principal

HIGH SCHOOL
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ABOUT: J.B. Martin Middle School 
� rst opened in 1968 and has a repu-
tation for excellence in academics, 
athletics and the arts. Its students 
have placed at parish, regional and 
state levels in the areas of writ-
ing, mathematics, science, social 
studies, music, art and athletics. J.B. 
Martin wholeheartedly believes in 
teaching the “whole” child, focusing 
on academic, emotional, physical, 
and social development. 
GRADE LEVELS: 6-8
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
61 teachers, 3 counselors 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 748

ABOUT: R.K. Smith Middle School, 
located on Judge Edward Dufresne 
Parkway in Luling, serves West Bank
students from the towns of Ama, 
Luling, Hahnville and Killona. � e 
school is sta� ed with educators who 
are knowledgeable about young 
adolescents and are committed to
meeting their diverse needs.
GRADE LEVELS SERVED: 6 - 8
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
34 teachers, 2 counselors
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 334

J.B. MARTIN 
MIDDLE

R.K. SMITH 
MIDDLE 

CONTACT
 www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Martin
434 South St. in Paradis
(985) 758-7579

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Smith
281 Judge Edward Dufresne Parkway in Luling
(985) 331-1018
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garnet
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purple

Hurst
hunter green

J.B. Martin
navy blue

Lakewood
maroon

Luling
navy blue

Mimosa Park
royal blue

New Sarpy
royal blue

Norco
red

R.J. Vial
navy blue

R.K. Smith
hunter green

St. Rose
hunter green

navy blue

Allemands
navy blue

Cammon
royal blue

Destrehan
garnet

Hahnville
purple

Hurst
hunter green

J.B. Martin
navy blue

Lakewood
maroon

Luling
navy blue

Mimosa Park
royal blue

New Sarpy
royal blue

Norco
red

R.J. Vial
navy blue

R.K. Smith
hunter green

St. Rose
hunter green

navy blue

 Steven Guitterrez,  principal Harold Blood, principal

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
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ABOUT:  Established in 1980, Life Church Academy looks forward 
to positive change as it o� ers schooling for ages 1, 2, 3 and PreK4 
pre-kindergarten. LCA seeks to nurture and sustain a positive 
Christian environment centered around the development of the 
complete individual spiritually, mentally, physically and socially. 
GRADE LEVELS SERVED: Preschool
STUDENTS: 85
TEACHERS: 9

LIFE CHURCH ACADEMY

Adrial Narcisse, director

CONTACT
www.bouttechristian.org
13271 Hwy 90, Boutte
(985) 785-2447 Ext. 4

birdiesfood-fuel.com

HOT. FAST. DELICIOUS!

/birdies.foodnfuel @birdiesfoodfuel @birdies_food_fuel

SERVING THE RIVER PARISHES AND BEYOND...

NEED 
A JOB?
APPLY 

ONLINE!

ALL BIG FRIED
CHICKEN ORDERS
15701 RIVER ROAD

 HAHNVILLE
985-783-2535

25-PIECE 
DARK FRIED 

CHICKEN
OR

25-PIECE 
MIXED FRIED 

CHICKEN

WE SALUTE OUR
AMAZING 
TEACHERS!

CHICKEN
TENDERS
& FRIES

DAILY
HOT

PLATES

MEAT PIES
& CRAWFISH 

PIES

SHRIMP
OYSTER
CATFISH
PO-BOYS
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ABOUT: Allemands Elementary School, 
home of the Cat� sh, serves students in 
grades pre-K through second grade. Led 
by Principal Lisa Perrin, the school is 
home to more than 200 students and 35 
employees. � e school o� ers an educa-
tion for all students, providing them with 
opportunities to reach their full potential 
by participating in numerous academic 

programs and the arts. It is located 40 
miles from New Orleans and services 
students residing in the Des Allemands, 
Bayou Gauche, Paradis and Boutte areas. 
GRADE LEVELS: Pre-K - 2
CLASSROOM TEACHERS: 31 teachers, 
1 counselor
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 296

ALLEMANDS ELEMENTARY

CONTACT
 www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Allemands
1471 WPA Road in Des Allemands,
(985) 758-7427

Allemands
navy blue

Cammon
royal blue

Destrehan
garnet

Hahnville
purple

Hurst
hunter green

J.B. Martin
navy blue

Lakewood
maroon

Luling
navy blue

Mimosa Park
royal blue

New Sarpy
royal blue

Norco
red

R.J. Vial
navy blue

R.K. Smith
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hunter green

navy blue

Lisa Perrin, principal

LAKEWOOD 
ELEMENTARY

ABOUT: Lakewood Elementary 
was built in 1981 to serve as a junior 
high school. In 1986, it was changed 
to an upper elementary school with 
grades 4 - 6. Now it serves grades 
3 - 5.
GRADE LEVELS: 3-5
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
46 teachers, 2 counselors 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 543

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Lakewood
501 E. Heather Drive in Luling
(985) 785-1161

Kelli Oertling, principal

LULING
ELEMENTARY

ABOUT: Luling Elementary School, 
home of the Tiger Cubs, serves stu-
dents in Pre-kindergarten through 
� fth grade. � e school services 
students from Killona to Ama. 
GRADE LEVELS: Pre-K - 5
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
74 teachers, 3 counselors
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 718

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Luling
904 Sugarhouse Road in Luling
(985)785-6086

Allemands
navy blue

Cammon
royal blue

Destrehan
garnet

Hahnville
purple

Hurst
hunter green

J.B. Martin
navy blue

Lakewood
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navy blue

Carol Bowie-Cotton, principal

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Comprehensive 
Dental Care

504-469-9778
CrescentCityDentistry.com

Online Appointment Request
Online Patient Education

Emergency Dentistry Service

Preventive Education
Routine Hygiene

Cosmetic & Restorative



17AST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE • JULY 27 - AUGUST 2, 2023



/HERALDGUIDE /STCHARLESHERALD • SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM18A JULY 27 - AUGUST 2, 2023 • ST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE

R.J. VIAL
ELEMENTARY
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hunter green
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Christina Mullins, principal

ABOUT: R. J. Vial Elementary 
School was established in 1975 and 
has served the communities of Par-
adis, Bayou Gauche, Des Allemands 
and Boutte for more than 40 years. 
During most of these years, as well 
as today, the school addresses the 
learning needs of children in third 
through � fth grades. � e school is 
named after R. J. Vial Sr., who served 
on the school board for many years 
and for R. J. Vial Jr., who served as 
superintendent of schools in St. 
Charles Parish during the 1940s.
GRADE LEVELS: 3 - 5
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
20 teachers, 1 counselor
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 209

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Vial
510 Louisiana St. in Paradis
(985) 758-2771

ABOUT: Mimosa Park Elementary 
was built in the early 1960s and 
currently serves students in pre-K 
through second grade. � e school’s 
mission is to produce self-directed, 
lifelong learners by engaging stu-
dents through varied, meaningful 
and challenging learning opportuni-
ties in a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment so all students reach their 
potential.
GRADE LEVELS: Pre-K -2
CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
44 teachers, 3 counselors
TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 540

MIMOSA PARK
ELEMENTARY

CONTACT
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/Mimosa
222 Birch St. in Luling
(985) 785-8266
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Angela Butler, principal

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Backpack & School
Supply Extravaganza

For more information contact:
Ms. Eliza Eugne (504) 451-4712
or SCSO Juvenile Programs (985) 783-6237

JULY

29
SATURDAY
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

or until supples
are gone.

DRIVE THRU

only
Child must 
be present 
to receive a 
backpack!

600 
SUPPLIES 

AVAILABLE

St. Charles 
Parish 
Residents 
only!

LOCATION:
Jerusalem Shriner Center
1940 Ormond Blvd
Destrehan, LA
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4428 HWY 90 E
DES ALLEMANDS

985.758.7948
LANDRYSMOTORS.COM

2023
22’ BAY BOAT

WITH 200HP MERCURY
4-STROKE, INCLUDES

SALTWATER PACKAGE

2023
22’ BAY BOAT

WITH 200 HP
MERCURY
4-STROKE

$46,500

$39,500

$38,700

$48,000

$36,000
2022

20’ BAY BOAT
WITH 115 HP

MERCURY
PRO XS

2023
20’ BAY BOAT

WITH 115 HP
MERCURY

PRO XS

2023
20’  BAY BOAT

WITH 115 HP
MERCURY

PRO XS

5 YEAR MERCURY WARRANTY
UNTIL JULY 31, 2023.

FREE LOWRANCE LIVE DEPTH 
FINDER WITH PURCHASE!

CAN’T BEAT THESE DEALS!

LANDRY’S OUTBOARD MOTORS
& REPAIR SERVICE LLC

FISHING TACKLE
LIVE WORMS, NIGHT CRAWLERS, 
DELTA LURES, DEATH GRIP HOOKS, 
MATRIX SHAD, CORKS, HOOKS, 
LEADERS, CRAPPIE PSYCHIC,
AND MUCH MORE!

FISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLEFISHING TACKLE

AVAILABLE STARTING THIS FALL: SHINERS AND CRICKETS
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TODAY’S
CAR CARE

985-785-9510
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
TODAYSCARCARE.COM

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
90 MIMOSA AVE AT HWY. 90

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!
NOW HIRING TECHS AND TECH HELPERS!
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TODAY’S CAR CARE

985-785-9510 CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
TODAYSCARCARE.COM

Complete Automotive Services
90 MIMOSA AVE 

AT HWY. 90

Over approximately three decades of 
covering River Parishes athletics, Lori 
Lyons showcased her special knack for 
highlighting deserving prep ballplayers. 

“If I’m talking to you after a game, then 
you did something special,” Lyons said. 
“And you deserved to have the spotlight 
shined on you that day.”

Now it’s Lyons’ turn. 
� e longtime journalist will be in-

ducted into the Louisiana Sports Hall 
of Fame this week in Natchitoches, 

that ceremony taking place Saturday 
night. � e Louisiana Sports Writers 
Association has honored Lyons with the 
2022 Distinguished Service Award in 
Sports Journalism. 

A longtime member of the LSWA who 
has regularly attended these induction 
ceremonies over the years, Lyons said it 
has not truly registered that she will be 
among those honored this time around. 

� e signi� cance of it is in no way lost on 
her, however. 

“� ey called me and I cried,” Lyons 
said. “I didn’t know how to react … re-
ally, I had no words because I was just 
overwhelmed. It’s an extraordinary mo-
ment … I’ve been going to this event 
for 30 years. I’ve been a spectator and 
I’ve watched others, 80, 90 years old, go 
up and try to express what this means 
to them. And now it’s me. It’s so surreal 
to me. I have so much gratitude for my 
peers who thought enough of me to se-
lect me.”

Today, Lyons teaches the next genera-
tion of journalists at Riverside Academy 
in Reserve. She’s a voice with great cred-
ibility for those students. For more than 
20 years, Lyons covered the prep sports 
beat in the River Parishes – a true hot-
bed of athletic competition - for the 
Times Picayune, the � rst full-time fe-
male sportswriter in the newspaper’s 
history. Following her time with the 

Hall of Fame awaits longtime 
River Parishes sportswriter
Lyons to be inducted this weekend at ceremony in Natchitoches

From the newsroom to the Superdome press box - and everywhere in between - Lori Lyons has chronicled River Parishes sports. This weekend, she will be inducted into the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame. 

“They called me and 
I cried ... I was just 
overwhelmed. I’ve been 
going to this event for 
30 years ... and now 
it’s me. I have so much 
gratitude.”

— Lori Lyons

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

LYONS on 2B
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Picayune, she’s covered 
sports and news alike 
for a variety of publi-
cations including the 
New Orleans Advocate, 
Sportsnola.com, the 
L’Observateur and the St. 
Charles Herald-Guide. 

In total, it’s been a 30-
year ride for the talented 
writer, and longer still if 
considering some of her 
earliest clippings. 

“A friend of mine from 
elementary school re-
cently sent me a copy of 
our old school newslet-
ter, where I was a reporter 
for that all the way back 
in the � fth grade,” Lyons 
said. “I’ve always enjoyed 

writing. I’ve kept a jour-
nal all my life … it’s just 
something that’s come 
natural.”

And while these days, 
she – and her family, but 
more on that later - is syn-
onymous with sports, ear-
ly on that was not quite 
the case. Lyons wasn’t 
a sports fan before high 
school, but that changed 
with a little bit of special 
motivation.

“I had a crush on the 
quarterback,” Lyons said. 
“And he didn’t know I was 
alive, so I asked one of his 
friends on how to get him 
to talk to me.”

� e friend’s advice: talk 

to him about football – he 
lives it and loves it. But 
aside from Saints games 
on Sundays, Lyons didn’t 
follow the game. 

“So, I bought a book, 
� e Great American 
Sports Book.’ I read it cov-
er to cover. By the time I 
was done, I wanted to be 
one of those girls who 
talks about sports,” she 
said. 

She was a quick study 
and soon would be o�  to 
Loyola University, where 
she studied journalism. 
Still, becoming a sports-
writer wasn’t necessarily 
her goal – Lyons simply 
knew she wanted to write.

“I didn’t grow up saying 
I want to be a sports writ-
er … you didn’t have the 
sideline reporters or the 
female anchors on ESPN. 
I didn’t have those role 
models growing up,” she 
said. 

But when her friend 
and soon-to-be colleague 
Les East gave her a heads 
up that a position with the 
Times Picayune’s sports 
desk was open, things 
began to click. Lyons in-
terviewed and was hired 
as an agate clerk to start, 
transcribing box scores 
and results. She worked 
her way up to become a 
writer, and the rest was 
history. 

Over the years, she’s 
covered some of the great-
est athletes in the region’s 
history – from LaRon 
and Dawan Landry of 
Hahnville to Ed Reed and 
Kirk Merritt of Destrehan, 
Lyons telling their stories 
and countless others. 

� ere were also high 
pro� le visitors: Peyton 
and Eli Manning were 
district foes of Riverside 
when the two prepped at 
Newman. 

“I said I’d go over and 
interview the Mannings 
because I can,” Lyons said 
with a laugh. 

She also recalled be-
ing in the bleachers and 
watching the younger 

Manning play basketball 
– along with his number 
one fan. 

“Archie would let 
the refs have it,” Lyons 
quipped. “It wasn’t a side 
of him you’d often see!”

� en there were the un-
forgettable games – some 
of them true unicorns. 
Lyons watched Hahnville 
and East St. John go toe-
to-toe for six overtimes in 
2007, a 43-42 East St. John 
victory. 

She also witnessed a 
classic baseball game that 
yielded a double no-hit-
ter between Riverside and 
Loranger, a game that 
saw its only run scored 
via error.

Lyons is perhaps the 
best source of anyone if 
one is looking for a histo-
rian of the always heated 
Destrehan/Hahnville ri-
valry. She’s seen plenty 
of St. Charles Catholic v. 
Riverside; ditto Lutcher/
St. James. 

“Lutcher/St. James … 
I remember a guy who 
worked for the funeral 
home (near St. James). He 
drove a tractor with a lit-
tle co�  n behind it – and 
a bulldog in it,” Lyons re-
called. “Just some crazy 
stu�  over the years.

“So many great, great 
athletes, kids I’ve cov-
ered, coaches who were 
just crazy characters … 

and some of the most in-
credible games ever.”

At Riverside, Lyons has 
shifted her goals to teach-
ing young potential jour-
nalists. She � nds herself 
guiding some of the sons 
and daughters of former 
prep athletes she’s cov-
ered, while she also works 
alongside some others 
who have grown up to 
join the RA faculty. 

� ough she’s moved 
on to teaching, Lyons 
won’t stray too far from 
the sports world – that 
would be impossible, giv-
en her family. Husband 
Marty Luquet, former 
longtime head baseball 
coach at Destrehan, is 
now leading the Riverside 
Academy baseball pro-
gram. Stepson Daniel 
is the current head 
coach of the Hahnville 
Tigers football squad. 
Stepdaughter Courtney 
works as the Associate 
Director of Football 
Player Engagement and 
On-Campus Recruiting 
with Tulane football. 

Her daughter Lora is 
the lone member of the 
family who doesn’t take 
much interest in sports, 
but she’s much like her 
mother nonetheless – she 
has just started her career 
as a journalist, following 
in her mother’s footsteps.

DAVE MILLET

985.331.9077
DAVEMILLETINSAGENCY.COM

INSURANCE AGENCY
Metairie • Boutte • Destrehan • Marrero

Slidell • Hammond • Gonzales • LaPlace • Spring�eld

13491 Highway 90, Suite 1A • Boutte  (Across from Walgreens)
WE ARE BACK IN OUR OLD LOCATION!

ST. CHARLES
COUNCIL ON AGING, INC.

LYONS from 1B
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Kahlil Turner Lifestyles Editor
kturner@heraldguide.com

Destrehan-based St. Charles United Methodist Church (UMC) recently an-
nounced its uniform and school supply drive, organized to bene� t 400 children 
attending Luling Elementary School this August. 

� e drive began earlier this month and will run until the end of July, when 
the church plans to deliver all goods collected to Luling 
Elementary school administrators for distribution 
ahead of school starting next month. Even 
though the drive o�  cially ends in late July, 
St. Charles UMC Pastor Michelle Harris said 
she and her sta�  can continue to accept 
items as late as Aug. 3. 

St. Charles UMC recently learned of 
the students’ needs after hiring Brittany 
Martin, a former speech pathologist at 
Luling Elementary, who identi� ed the 
school as an organization worthy of run-
ning a drive for. 

“She brought to our attention the 
need…was very great in terms of 
kids in need of school supplies 
and uniforms and backpacks,” 
Harris said. “And so, we just de-
cided to partner with [Luling 
Elementary] because of this 
relationship [Martin] had with 
the principal there.”

Church leaders � rst met with 
Luling Elementary’s principal 
Carol Bowie-Cotton to learn 
more, and afterwards began or-
ganizing and promoting their 
drive online. 

� e church, located at 1905 
Ormond Boulevard, is currently 

Destrehan church organizes 
Luling Elementary School 
uniform drive collecting new or gently used uniforms, new packs of underwear, backpacks, 

sweaters, jackets, leggings and various school supplies students will need 
during the school year such as dry erase markers, erasers, pencils and composi-
tion notebooks.  

Harris said the drive also has a monetary donation option, where donors can 
donate $45 via the church’s website in lieu of supplies, funds the pastor said will 

cover a backpack, one full school uniform set and a 
pack of underwear for the new school year. 

For donors wishing to donate funds at the 
church’s website online, “you click the [Give] 
button and can make a one-time donation, and 
just mark it as ‘General Missions’ and we will 
know that it is for this drive, because this is our 
mission focus right now,” Harris explained. 

According to Harris, Luling Elementary 
serves students from kindergarten to � fth 

grade with a handful of children as old as 13 
to 15 years old that attend. As a result of 

the big span of ages at the school to ac-
count for, clothing sizes requested 

range from a 3T size all the way 
to youth 18 sizes. 

Luling Elementary School 
administration has identi-
� ed around half of the rough-
ly 750 students at Luling 
Elementary need help, 
Harris said, which is how 
they arrived at their 400-stu-
dent target. So far, Harris 
reports the drive is bringing 

in a steady � ow of clothing, 
but they are currently shy of 
their goal. 

UNIFORMS to 6B

REGINA H.
ALLEMAND
A REALTOR WHO CARES

Visit My Website: ReginaAllemand.latter-blum.com

Licensed in state of Louisiana

CALL TODAY! CELL:
985.764.8744 504.495.2452
116B OAK LANE • LULING, LA 70070

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT – PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT – PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT

Fresh Paint and more! Newer roof-
Units. Comes with Refrigerator, 
Dishwasher and Range/Oven. Washer 
& Dryer Hook-ups in each unit. Two 
designated Parking spots. No attic use 
allowed. $1115/mth

Unique Opportunity for Investor or 
Warehouse need in St. Charles Parish. 
Both sides of Warehouse currently 
leased. Showroom and office on one 
side. Roll-up door and warehouse space 
on other side. Conveniently located just 
off of River Road. $225,000

126 LAKEWOOD DR #35
LULING

105 RIVER POINT DR
DESTREHAN

RENTALSNEW LISTING

Lovely 4 bdrm in Lakewood! Lots of Updates and 
granite counters in kitchen - Den with Fireplace and 
separate Living/Dining combo which could serve for 
multiple purposes. Newer roof - lovely engineered 
wood. Washer/Dryer and Refrigerator have been 
conveniently left. Wide yard with access and a nice 
Workshop/Shed out back. No carpet here! Enjoy just 
movin’ on in! $289,000

Beautiful opportunity for those who 
want acreage. Sellers will install water 
lines along Sunset Ridge Lane. 
Purchaser is responsible to run onto 
property for dwelling and private water 
treatment plants, etc. $375,000

Primed for development - Present Raw land 
abutting to developed areas where Utilities 
are available. Very small area with 
Wetlands. Purchaser is to satisfy themselves 
with SCP P&Z as to suitability of property. 
Lot 887 also available with 15 3/4 acres. 
Zoned R1B & R1AM $550,000

Sweet Spot! Precious updates to this 
convenient location between Hwy 90 and 
River Road! Hardwood floors in accented 
Den w/Fireplace. Nice size yard for 
outdoor entertaining. Newer roof! Floor 
plan is conducive for entertaining. Just 
“move in”! $267,700

199 LAKEWOOD DRIVE
LULING

5 SUNSET RIDGE LANE 
DES ALLEMANDS

888 SHAMROCK DRIVE 
DES ALLEMANDS

330 EVELYN DRIVE
LULING

FOR SALE VACANT ACREAGE FOR SALENEW PRICE
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Cancer is the second leading cause 
of death in the United States. In 2023 
alone, 1.9 million new cancer cases are 
expected to be diagnosed. � e American 
Cancer Society de� nes cancer as a group 
of diseases characterized by the uncon-
trolled growth and spread of abnor-
mal cells that can result in death if not 
treated. 

Everyone can get cancer, but there are 
risk factors that can increase the chance 
of development. � ese risk factors in-
clude age, alcohol consumption, family 
history of cancer, tobacco use, sun or UV 
exposure, and obesity. 

Prevention is key to early detection 
and can increase the chance of survival. 
Prevention and detection entail cancer 
screenings, and there are some com-
mon screenings to consider.  Keeping 
up with annual physicals, knowing your 
family history, as well as identifying any 
high-risk behaviors or environmental 
exposures will help you and your med-
ical providers decide when and which 
screenings should be completed. 

Approximately 298,000 cases of breast 
cancer are diagnosed annually. A breast 
cancer screening includes a mammo-
gram, and new technology has made 
mammograms more comfortable. 
Women should begin annual mammo-
grams at age 40. Starting breast cancer 

screenings earlier than age 40 may be 
recommended, depending on a patient’s 
family history. 

Another common cancer screening 
that is key to prevention is colon cancer 
screening. According to the American 
Cancer Society, about 1 in 23 men and 
1 in 26 women are at risk of develop-
ing colorectal cancer in their lifetime. 
Regular screenings are suggested to be-
gin at age 45. A colonoscopy or an at-
home test are used as screening meth-
ods. If there is a family history of colon 
cancer, screenings should start around 
10 years before your family member’s 
diagnosis. 

American Academy of Dermatology 
cites skin cancer as the most common 
cancer in the United States, with an esti-
mated 9,500 people diagnosed with skin 
cancer daily. Adults should see a der-
matologist for an annual skin check. It’s 
important to be mindful of your body, 
moles and spots on your skin. Contact 
your physician if you notice any chang-
es, including in size, color and symme-
try. Don’t forget the importance of skin 
protection with sunscreen, broad hats, 
appropriate clothing, and choosing to 
be outside in the early or late evenings 
when possible.

Taking care of yourself should be a pri-
ority, including visits to your doctor and 
annual cancer screenings. Also, main-
taining a healthy lifestyle by exercising 
at least 150 minutes a week, avoiding 
tobacco use, limiting alcohol intake and 
maintaining a healthy diet high in fresh 
fruit and vegetables while limiting pro-
cessed meats is one of the best things 
you can do to reduce your risk for cancer 
as well as many chronic illnesses.

Ann Ledet, NP, specializes in medical 
oncology at Ochsner MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. She received her Baccalaureate 
of Science in nursing at Nicholls State 
University in 1993 and Master of Science 

in nursing as a family nurse practitioner 
from the University of South Alabama in 
Mobile, Alabama, in 2008. Ann is board 
certi� ed as a family nurse practitioner 
by the American Association of Nurse 
Practitioners and has been on sta�  with 
Ochsner since 2019. Ann’s experience 
is in family and urgent care. To sched-
ule an appointment with Ann Ledet at 
Ochsner Health Center - Kenner (200 West 
Esplanade Avenue), call 504-464-8506 
or at St. Charles Parish Hospital (1057 
Paul Maillard Road), call 985-785-6242. 
Visit www.ochsner.org to schedule an ap-
pointment online.

BY: ANN LEDET, NPBY: ANN LEDET, NP
    OCHSNER HEALTH

Important Cancer Screenings 
for Adults
Important Cancer Screenings 

ST. CHARLES
COUNCIL ON AGING, INC.
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Evelyn, Quinn, Oliver and Brysen in Juneau, Alaska Anderson, Beckett and Callen turned one

Avery and mommy visit Avery’s cows Tyson and Sophia catch waves with Bella and 
Carter

Owen gives his best cheesy grin Macie and Brie in Margaritaville

Aunt Nik visits her Rosarita

Joel cools o� 

Valerie Medina went zipping in Cancun Ashleigh and Brycen in the Caribbean Sutton Brasher at Blend Nutrition

Cousins Makayla and MasonNolan had a great time at the Children’s Museum Gracelynn Overton caught her � rst � sh

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.  
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

         acebook  
MEMORIES

13386 US-90 • Boutte, LA • 985-785-8411Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH

Herald-Guide FREE CHECKING • FREE CHECKS • FREE GIFT
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Pursuing your retire-
ment dreams is challeng-
ing enough without making 
some common, and very 
avoidable, mistakes. Here 
are eight big mistakes to 
steer clear of, if possible.

1. No Strategy: Yes, the 
biggest mistake is having 
no strategy at all. Without a strategy, you may have no 
goals, leaving you no way of knowing how you’ll get 
there—and if you’ve even arrived. Creating a strategy 
may increase your potential for success, both before 
and after retirement.

2. Frequent Trading: Chasing “hot” investments of-
ten leads to despair. Create an asset allocation strategy 
that is properly diversi� ed to re� ect your objectives, 
risk tolerance, and time horizon; then make adjust-
ments based on changes in your personal situation, 
not due to market ups and downs.1

3. Not Maximizing Tax-Deferred Savings: 
Workers have tax-advantaged ways to save for retire-
ment. Not participating in your employer’s 401(k) 
may be a mistake, especially when you’re passing 
up free money in the form of employer-matching 
contributions.2

4. Prioritizing College Funding over 
Retirement: Your kids’ college education is import-
ant, but you may not want to sacri� ce your retirement 
for it. Remember, you can get loans and grants for col-
lege, but you can’t for your retirement.

5. Overlooking Healthcare Costs:
Extended care may be an expense that can un-
dermine your � nancial strategy for retirement 
if you don’t prepare for it.

6. Not Adjusting Your Investment 
Approach Well Before Retirement: � e 
last thing your retirement portfolio can a� ord 
is a sharp fall in stock prices and a sustained 
bear market at the moment you’re ready to 
stop working. Consider adjusting your asset 

allocation in advance of tapping your savings so you’re 
not selling stocks when prices are depressed.3

7. Retiring with Too Much Debt: If too much 
debt is bad when you’re making money, it can be dead-
ly when you’re living in retirement. Consider managing 
or reducing your debt level before you retire.

8. It’s Not Only About Money: Above all, a re-
warding retirement requires good health, so maintain 
a healthy diet, exercise regularly, stay socially involved, 
and remain intellectually active.

1. � e return and principal value of stock prices will 
� uctuate as market conditions change. And shares, 
when sold, may be worth more or less than their orig-
inal cost. Asset allocation and diversi� cation are ap-
proaches to help manage investment risk. Asset allo-
cation and diversi� cation do not guarantee against 
investment loss. Past performance does not guarantee 
future results.

2. Under the SECURE Act, in most circumstances, 
you must begin taking required minimum distributions 
from your 401(k) or other de� ned contribution plan in 
the year you turn 73. Withdrawals from your 401(k) or 

other de� ned contribution plans are taxed as ordinary 
income, and if taken before age 59½, may be subject to 
a 10% federal income tax penalty.”

3. � e return and principal value of stock prices will 
� uctuate as market conditions change. And shares, 
when sold, may be worth more or less than their orig-
inal cost. Asset allocation is an approach to help man-
age investment risk. Asset allocation does not guaran-
tee against investment loss. Past performance does not 
guarantee future results.

� e content is developed from sources believed to be 
providing accurate information. � e information in this 
material is not intended as tax or legal advice. It may not 
be used for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax pen-
alties. Please consult legal or tax professionals for specif-
ic information regarding your individual situation. � is 
material was developed and produced by FMG Suite to 
provide information on a topic that may be of interest. 
FMG Suite is not a�  liated with the named broker-deal-
er, state- or SEC-registered investment advisory � rm. � e 
opinions expressed and material provided are for general 
information, and should not be considered a solicitation 
for the purchase or sale of any security. Copyright FMG 
Suite.

Ryan R. LeBlanc
O�  ce #: 504-305-2080
12225 Highway 90 Suite A
Luling, LA 70070
LPL Financial Advisor
Branch Manager
www.leblancwealthmanagement.com 

Provided by Ryan R. LeBlanc

Eight Mistakes That Can 
Upend Your Retirement

UNIFORMS from 3B

“We are getting a good response – we’ve got 
probably around 100 [incomplete] uniform piec-
es right now,” Harris said of her uniform drive so 
far.  “We would love to be able to show up [at the 
end of the drive] with 400 backpacks and at least 
400 sets of uniforms – a full uniform [being] a top 
and a bottom, or a jumper and a top.”

Harris suggested local parents consider going 
through their children’s closets this month, and 
donate any uniforms their children no longer � t 
to the drive. Doing this yielded around 30 piec-
es of uniforms from Harris’ own three children, 
which she says she was then able to donate to 
the drive. 

“� e river divides us, but we’re � ve minutes 
away,” Harris said of her church’s East Bank loca-
tion within St. Charles Parish. “We just want to 
bridge that gap and remember the kids who are 
in our backyard that could just use some extra as-
sistance, and get them the best support that they 
can get so that they can learn and do well this 
school year.”

To learn more about the Luling Elementary 
uniform drive, or to donate, visit St. Charles 
Methodist Church’s website at stcharlesumc.com 
or on the church’s Facebook page.

Ask for information at Market Welcome Booth,
call or email. SNAP Bene� ts + Matching up to
$20 available at BOTH Markets.

For our Vendor List, Newsletter Sign-Up,
Recipes and more, Visit our web site.
www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org

or see us on Facebook

UNIQUE GIFTS
EXTENSIVE
PRODUCT

SELECTION!

For more information call 504-782-8517

United Way Partner follow us on

Debit &
Credit Cards

Accepted

German Coast Farmers’ Market Match Program

We Accept
SNAP

8am - Noon
Destrehan Library

160 W. Campus Dr.
Destrehan

1pm - 5pm
St. Charles Parish

West Bank Bridge Park
13825 River Road

Luling

Saturday
Market

Wednesday
Market



APARTMENT FOR RENT - 
Small Apartment for Rent $800/
month + Damage deposit. Kitch-
en furnished, safe neighborhood, 
Available now. (985)331-5021

RENTALS - 3 bd 1 bath Des Alle-
mands, 3 bd 1 bath Paradis, 3 bd 1 
bath Ama, 1 bd 1 bath Paradis, O/A 
(504)559-0568

2BD/1 BATH - 3bd/2 bath- Brand 
New Rental. Call (504)390-7800 
o/a
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Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday • CALL: 985-758-2795 • Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.comCommercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE, 
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE, 
NOTICES, PET NOTICES, 
LOST & FOUND ADS!

Rental
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Graduate of 
The Juilliard School
See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Voice Lessons

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996     (504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Place Your
Merchandise Ad Here

985-758-2795

Wanted

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,

 Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco
We do it all from the 

ground up.
Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured! 

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629

Services

BUSH 
HOGGING 

(up to 100 acres)
• Industrial Plant Maintenance
• Concrete Crack & Haul
• Lots cleared & maintained
• Bobcat Service - debris haul
• Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
• Licensed Chemical Spray Applicator

Industrial-Commercial
Residential

STEVE 504-554-9570

Employment Employment

Employment Employment

I WANT! FIGS. CALL (504)390-
7800

Place Your  
Real Estate 

Ad Here
985-758-2795

“Grain of Sand”

We are a small grain of sand on a sandy 
beach, which doesn’t mean much among 

all the sand on that beach if our Lord is not 
in our heart, that is how small we are. Only 
God can take that little grain of sand, which 

represent us & turn it into a mountain of 
good deeds & work for His Kingdom. We 
are worth nothing until Jesus comes unto 

our heart & life & guide us through our daily 
walk of life. Jesus make us worthy & we 

become sons & daughters of our Heavenly 
Father. His Holy Spirit lead & guide us as we 
follow Him everyday of our lives. Invite Him 
in your heart & life right now, if you haven’t 
done it yet. Beloved don’t put it off. Today is 
the day of Salvation for those that seek Him.

Amen

Edna Matherne

Prayers Prayers

PLACE YOUR  
CLASSIFIED AD FOR 
LESS THAN YOU THINK For more information 

Contact Yvette Dunn 
985-758-2795 
or ydunn@lasmag.com

SENIOR CITIZENS 
20% DISCOUNT

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Charles Social 

Concerns Thrift Shop
1601 Paul Maillard Road, Luling, LA

Open 9 - 3:45 Mon - Sat

Our office focuses on real estate law and 
closings so experience with banking or real 
estate is preferred but not required. Must 
have good computer skills and experience 
with checkbooks, spreadsheets, and office 
miscellaneous tasks.
Salary is negotiable based on experience.
Send resumes to: resume@dufrenelaw.com

Brandt J. Dufrene, Jr., Attorney at Law
13386 Hwy 90 • P.O. Box 512 • Boutte, LA 70039
Phone 985-785-0004 • Fax 985-785-8429

OPEN
POSITION:
Legal Secretary

Full time position 
Monday - Friday

9 - 5

is looking for enthusiastic 
individuals to join our team. 

Bene� ts Include:
• Health Insurance
• Life and Accidental Death Insurance
• Access to A� ac Insurance Plans
• 401(K) Plan with company match
• Competitive Pay

• Paid Vacations
• Paid Sick Time
•  Up to eleven paid Holidays 

per year
•  Free or discounted 

banking services

• Lending
• Lending Assistants
• Main Corporate Of� ce Personnel

•   Electronic Banking
•   Executive Assistant

To apply please send resume to info@fnbusa.com or mail to P.O. Box 508, 
Boutte, LA 70039 or apply in person at 13386 Hwy 90, Boutte, LA 70039

We have career opportunities in various departments:

Now accepting applications for position of: 
SECONDARY ENGLISH TEACHER

Harry Hurst Middle School

Initial Deadline: July 25, 2023
WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

View position notice on the school district’s website: 
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

E�ective 2023-24 School Year

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notice deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. for the 
following issue. To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
or by email legals@heraldguide.com
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Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV

504-512-3355
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, District V

504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,

Division B
985-240-0031

hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Beth Billings 
Councilwoman, Division A

985-603-4068
bbillings@stcharlesgov.net

Julia Fisher-Cormier
Councilwoman, District VII

985-308-0366
jcomier@stcharlesgov.net

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI

985-240-0172
b�sher@stcharlesgov.net

Dick Gibbs
Councilman, District III

504-330-4262
dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net

La Sandra Darensbourg 
Gordon

Councilwoman, District I
985-240-0213

lgordon@stcharlesgov.net

Matthew Jewell
Parish President
985-783-5000

president@stcharlesgov.net

Mary K. Clulee
Councilwoman, District II

504-330-3237
mclulee@stcharlesgov.net

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

I,  Antonio Troyo, Jr., have been con-
victed of  Indecency w/child contact 
(attempted),  Date of Conviction: 
11/09/2005. My address is: 402 Carolyn 
Dr., Destrehan, La. 70047 

RACE: White 
SEX: Male 
DOB: 10/12/1964 
HGT: 5’6”
WGT: 205
HAIR COLOR:Gray
EYE COLOR: Brown

PUBLISH:  July 27 & August 3, 2023

Public Notice

Publish: July 20 & 27, 2023

Public Notice

Publish: July 27, 2023

8B
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Public NoticePublic Notice

Public Notice

Publish: July 27, 2023

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Suit No: (45) 92341-D
Date: �ursday, July 6, 2023

MORTGAGE RESEARCH CEN-
TER, LLC D/B/A

VETERANS UNITED HOME 
LOANS, A MISSOURI

LIMITED LIABILITY CORPO-
RATION

VS
HILMER P. HERMANN III AKA 

HILMER PAUL
HERMANN Ill, ET AL

GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
P.O. Box 426

HAHNVILLE, LA 70057
Parish of St. Charles

29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana

By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ 
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to 
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT in and for the 
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State of 
Louisiana, dated:
TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023, in the 
above entitled and numbered cause, I 
shall proceed to sell at public auction 
at the principal front door of the 
Courthouse of which the Civil District 
Court of the Parish of St. Charles is held 
on WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2023, 
at 10:00 AM., to the last and highest 
bidder for cash, the following described 
property, to wit:
Plainti�s mortgage and/or privilege 
a�ects the following described property, 
to-wit:
One certain lot or portion of ground, 
together with all the buildings and im-
provements hereon, and all rights, ways, 
privileges, servitudes, advantages, and 
appμrtenances, hereunto belonging, 
or in anywise appcrtarning, situated in 
Section 40, Township 14 South, Range 
21 East and Section 43, Township 13 
South, Range 21 East in what is known 
as WILLOWDALE SUBDIVISION at 
Boutte, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, all 
in accordance with pl’.1t of survey pre-
pared by Surveyors, Inc. dated January 
13, 1967, a copy of which is recorded 
in the o�ce of the Clerk of Court and 
Ex-O�cio Recorder for the Parish of 
St. Charles, Louisiana for reference 
and according to said plat of survey, 
the lot herein conveyed measures as 
follows:LOT THREE (3) measures 
Ninety-nine and 54/100 feet (99.54’) 
front on West Lever( Drive by a depth 
of One hundred thirtyseven (137’) 
along line of Lot 4, by a width in the rear 
of One hundred feet (100’) by a depth 
of One hundred forty-two and 55/100 
feet (142.55’) along the line of Lot 2.
And
A certain piece or portion of ground 
located in Willowdale Subdivision, 
Section 40, Tl4S, R21E and Section 
43,Tl3S,R21E, near Boutte, St. Charles 
Parish, Louisiana more particularly 
described as follows: PARCEL 3-A: 
Commence at a point located 40’ West-
erly from the - projected intersection of 
the west line of Willowdale Boulevard 
and the northerly line of West Levert 
Drive, thence along the northerly line 
of West Levert Drive in a westerly 
direction a distance of 166.09’ to a oint, 
thence North 2 degrees, 15’20” West a 
distance of 142.55’ to the Northeasterly 
corner of Lot 3 and the point of begin-
ning, thence continue North 2 degrees, 
15”20” ‘vVest a distance of 35’ to a 
point, thence run South 81 °30’ West a 
distance of 100’ lo a point, thence run 
South 2°15”20” East a distance of35’ 
to the Northwesterly corner of Lot 3, 
thence along the Northerly line of the 
lot North8 l 0 30’East a distance of 100’ 
to the point of beginning, containing 
3479 sq.�., all as more folly shown 
on a plat of survey by RP. Bernard, 
Registered Land Surveyor, dated May 3, 
1983, attached to sale recorded at 298, 
Folio 566, record of St. Charles Parish, 
LA; subject to restrictions, servitudes, 
rights-of-way and outstanding mineral 
rights of record a�ecting the properly.
And from the proceeds of said sale to 
pay petitioner by preference over all 
other claims, the sum of:
THREE HUNDRED FIF-
TY-FOUR THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED EIGHTY-SEVEN 
AND 35 / 100 ($354,587.35) 
DOLLARS, along with interest and 
attorney’s fees and all other costs includ-

Sheri�’s Sale

Public Notice
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Public Notice

Publish: July 27 & August 3, 2023

Public Notice

ing my own costs and charges.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF 
A CASHIER’S CHECK DUE BY 
2:00 P.M. DAY OF THE SALE.
GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF 
& EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLEC-
TOR ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLISH ON: July 27, 2023
August 24, 2023
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Candace A Courteau
1505 North 19th St. P.O. Box 2867
Monroe, LA 71207 -2867
(318) 388-1440
SCSO-CIV-209-0402

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Suit No: (45) 92315-E

Date: �ursday, July 6, 2023
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE OF THE BUNGALOW 

SERIES IV TRUST
vs

CASEY LEE CANTRELLE, ET AL
GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF

P.O. Box 426
HAHNVILLE, LA 70057

Parish of St. Charles
29th Judicial District Court

State of Louisiana
By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ 
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to 
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT in and for the 
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State of 
Louisiana, dated:
TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023, in the 
above entitled and numbered cause, I 
shall proceed to sell at public auction 
at the principal front door of the 
Courthouse of which the Civil District 
Court of the Parish of St. Charles is held 
on WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2023, 
at 10:00 AM., to the last and highest 
bidder for cash, the following described 
property, to wit:
A CERTAIN LOT OF GROUND, 
together with all the buildings and 
improvements thereon and thereunto 
belonging, situated in New Sarpy, Parish 
of St. Charles, State of Louisiana, being 
LOT NO. SIX (6), SQUARE A, of LOT 
SEVEN SUBDIVISION, being the 
subdivision of a part of Lot No. Seven 
(7) of the lower part of Prospect Planta-
tion, as shown on a plan of survey made 
by H. E. Landry, Civil Engineer, dated 
August 20, 1951, a blueprint of which 
is attached to the sale by Mrs. Marie 
Clorinne Troxclair, wife of Frank Schex-
naydre, etals to Mrs. Marie Gertrude 
Troxclair, wife of Toussaint Zeringue, 
and Toussaint Zeringue passed before 
Rodney P. Woods, Jr., Notary Public of 
the Parish of St. James, on the 8th day 
of September, 1951, recorded in COB 
VVV, folio 164, Parish of St. Charles, 
State of Louisiana. Said Lot No. Six 
(6), Square “A”, has a frontage of One 
Hundred �i1iy-�ve and 00/100 feet 
(135’) on a ��een foot (I 5’) lane by a 
depth of One Hundred Seventy-seven 
and 00/100 (177’) between equal and 
parallel lines. All as is more fully shown 
on the map above referred to and made 
part hereof by reference.
And from the proceeds of said sale to 
pay petitioner by preference over all 
other claims, the sum of:
THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED FORTY-NINE AND 
53 I 100 ($36,249.53) DOLLARS, 
along with interest and attorney’s fees 
and all other costs including my own 
costs and charges. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF 
A CASHIER’S CHECK DUE BY 
2:00 P.M. DAY OF THE SALE.
GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF 
& EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLEC-
TOR ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLISH ON: July 27, 2023
August 24, 2023
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Cris Jackson
935 Gravier Street, Suite 1400
New Orleans, LA 70112
504-581-9444
SCSO-CIV-209-0402

Sheri�’s Sale

Public Notice

Public Notice

Publish: July 27, 2023
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Public Notice

Publish: July 27, August 3 & 10, 2023

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Suit No: (45) 91535-D
Date: Tuesday, June 27, 2023

JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, 
NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION
VS

SHELTON M. BAUDOIN, 
(AKA SHELTON

MICHAEL BAUDOIN, 
SHELTON BAUDOIN), ET AL

GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
P.O. Box 426

HAHNVILLE, LA 70057
Parish of St. Charles

29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana

By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ 
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to 
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT in and for the 
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State of 
Louisiana, dated:
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2023, in the 
above entitled and numbered cause, I 
shall proceed to sell at public auction at 
the principal front door of the Court-
house of which the Civil District Court 
of the Parish of St.
Charles is held on WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 30, 2023, at 10:00 AM, to 
the last and highest bidder for cash, the 
following described property, to wit:
� at certain lot of ground together with 
all the buildings and improvements 
thereon and all rights, ways, privileges, 
servitudes, appurtenances and advan-
tages thereunto belonging or in anywise 
appertaining, situated in Section 14 
and 15, Township 12 South, Range 8 
East, and Sections 3 and 4, Township 13 
South, Rane 8 East, Ormond Country 
Club Estates, Section 12, Phase D-2, 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, forming 
a portion of former Parcels 11-A and 
11-B all located and measuring as per 
plan of resubdivision made by Krebs, 
LaSalle, LeMieux Consultants, Inc., 
dated April 4, 2003, approved by St. 
Charles Parish Council on October 20, 
2003, per Ordinance No 03-10-12, � led 
October 30, 2003, in COB 628, folio 
485, and according to said plan, said 
property is more particularly desctibed 
as follows, to-wit:
Lot 115, Square A, 310 Madewood 
Drive, Destrehan, commencing 357.80 
feet from the intersection of Longview 
Drive and Madewood Drive, thence 
measuring 60.00 feet front on Made-
wood Drive to a point; thence mea-
suring 119.21 feet along its East Line 
of Subdivision side to a point: thence 
measuring 60.07 feet in the rear along 
its West line of the subdivision side to 
a point; thence measuring 116.40 feet 
along its Longview Drive side to the 
point of origination. All in accordance 
with the survey of Stephen P. Flynn, 
PLS, dated Ap1il 23, 2004.
Which has the address of 310 Made-
wood Drive, Destrehan, LA 70047
And from the proceeds of said sale to 
pay petitioner by preference over all 
other claims, the sum of:
ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-ONE 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FOUR AND 25 / 100 
($181,954.25) DOLLARS, along 
with interest and attorney’s fees and all 
other costs including my own costs and 
charges.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF 
A CASHIER’S CHECK DUE BY 
2:00 P.M. DAY OF THE SALE.
GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF 
&
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLISH ON: July 27, 2023
August 24, 2023
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Penny M. Daigrepont
3510 N. Causeway Blvd, Suite 600
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-7726
SCSO-CIV-209-0402
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