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Norco woman searching

for kidney donor

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

After her doctor strongly
suggested she find a living
kidney donor, Sharon Robert
had a simple response.

“That’s easier said than
done”

And, of course, it isn't easy,
but it is extremely necessary
for the Norco woman, 57,
who suffers from Autosomal
Dominant Polycystic Kidney
Disease, or genetic PKD. It’s
an illness that has hit her
family hard and has been un-
relenting. Those with PKD
stand a 50 percent chance of
passing it on to a child, but
despite that statistic, Robert
and each of her four siblings
had it passed down from
their father, who lost his life
to the illness.

“It’'s unique. All five of us
have it, and that’s not at all

usual with this;” Robert said.
“Every time we tell our doc-
tors, all in different cities,
they're perplexed at that”

The positive for Robert,
however, is two of her sib-
lings have gone through suc-
cessful transplants, her sister
now 10 years past the sur-
gery. But there is some sense
of urgency to find a donor as
soon as possible, as Robert is
in Stage 4 of PKD. Stage 5 ne-
cessitates dialysis, and that
is not a route Robert is com-
fortable with.

“My father and his sib-
lings don’t have a good his-
tory with dialysis ... I saw my
father on dialysis, and there
are so many problems and
complications. The quality of

DONOR on 8A

Sharon Robert, right, with her niece and granddaughter.
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DHS teacher, son turn into

construction crew to rebuild home

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Destrehan High School

teacher

Meagan Stock knew she needed a plan
after Hurricane Ida caused extensive

damage to her home.

“We lost everything ... basically every-
thing, she said. “The kitchen was spared,
but the rest of everything was gone”’

Stock said she was faced with an un-
settling reality after assessing her insur-

ance policies.

“Unfortunately when I bought the

home it was a foreclosure, so the cover-
age was so low;” she said. “T refinanced
during COVID and they didn’t do a walk
through and up coverage. My contents

REBUILD on 10A

Blue Bell
Ice Cream
1/2 Gallon

*5.59

Meagan and Kael Stock are rebuilding their home after

Hurricane Ida.

Local singer who went viral releases
new song after friend’s death

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Homegrown singer and song-
writer Will Dempsey had quite
the 2021, and hes kicking off
2022 with the release of a new
original song on Jan. 21.

Last year the Ama native and
resident released new songs, had
a previously released original
song go viral and appeared on
Access Hollywood and TODAY - where
he played on the national television
show. His song “Best Parts of Me” rose
quickly on iTunes charts, reaching No.
2 on the country chart and No. 5 on the
all-genre chart.

Dempsey first became an instant in-
ternet sensation in 2019 after his wife

THIS WEEK’S HOT BUYS!

We're Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964

e 3

7/ SUPERMARKET

Fresh French Bread DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR JANUARY 20 - 25, 2022 13413 Hwy. 90 - Boutte

and Pistolettes

Check us out online at

Baked Daily Hot or Cold Grab and Go Meal Solutions Now Available!  majoriasgrocery.com

Open: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm « Closed Sunday « (985) 785-2431 - www.majoriasgrocery.com

Will Dempsey’s new single will drop this week.

Tiffany posted a video on Facebook that
showcased Will and their son Weston
playing guitar and singing together. The
video went viral and launched Will's
pastime of singing into something
more.

SINGER on 10A

Majoria’s Qwn
Hogs Head
Cheese

*6.591b
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Doctor who served
community for decades
hangs up white coat

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Dr. Vadakkipalayam Devarajan, af-
fectionately known as Dr. Raj to his pa-
tients and colleagues, hung up his white
coat this month after serving the St.
Charles Parish community for over four
decades.

Destrehan friends

now each showcased in

Mississippi boutique

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

What started as a way for a local
mother and daughter duo to spend
time together after Hurricane Ida has
blossomed into something far beyond

the imagination of two local women.
Destrehan resident Ellen Huguenel

Windmann said

“When somebody lives - maybe some she’s always
people, maybe more people - have a loved and partic-
memory of you,” he said. “I only wish ipated in art.
that I've been good to leave some good “With the

memories ... that’s my wish””

Dr. Raj was born in India and moved
to the New Orleans area in 1976 to at-
tend Tulane University. He moved to St.
Charles Parish a couple years later.

“Iraised my family here and have been
working here from 1978 to now; he said.
“Icame here and I'm glad I did. The com-
munity has been such a warm, support-
ive community ... just so gracious.”

After working in different capacities
and networks, Dr. Raj has spent the
last decade of his career working as an
Access Health Louisiana nephrologist
helping patients with dialysis options,
kidney stones treatment and chronic
kidney disease and failure.

The 76-year-old doctor said retire-
ment was more of his family’s idea.

Dr.Vadakkipalayam Devarajan, known as Dr. Raj, retired this
month after serving in the medical field for over 40 years.

said. “Thad open heart surgery two years
ago and took some time off then. But
my wife wants to move to Florida to be
closer to our daughter and grandchil-
dren. I have to support the person who

storm and not
having power or
internet  there
was really noth-
ing to do, but we
had fence boards
that were down
in our yard so
I picked some
that we had and
started  paint-
ing them with
my  daughter]
Windmann said.
“I made a cou-
ple for the neigh-
bors just as little
pick me up and
one for a friend

was like therapy”

Windmann said she and her 9-year-
old daughter Bailey had fun designing
the boards together and delivering

ARTIST on 13A

“They want me to smell the roses and in St. Rose ... it

I'm going to respect their wishes,” he RETIREMENT on 12A

Vicki Johnson-Cain is one local vendor who will now sell merchandise in Mississippi.

A NEW HOM

Luling writer spreads positive
message through children’s tale
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\ A Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Alberta Helms Dunn credits her son
with the push that spurred her into
action.

“He said, “Youve been talking about
writing books ever since I've been alive,
and you haven't done one yet,” Dunn
recalled. “And I knew he was right. How
can I expect my kids to follow their
dreams if I'm not following mine?”

Since that conversation, the Luling
woman has penned not just one,
but three children’s books, the latest
“Grandma’s Hands,” which was released

. CH S . g in October. It’s something of a departure
Find out why Regina’s dients love dealing with her! o g0 o eparire
“The sale of my house was the easiest | have ever experienced. Thank you Regina for a job well

done.”— Ira & Audrey Devillier WRITER on 13A

Alberta Helms Dunn.
“Mrs. Regina was very patient and helpful throughout our entire process and even after closing. We

couldn’t be happier with all she has done. She seemed genuinely excited for us as if she were

buying the home for herself.” — Michael & Whitney Guillory

“Regina was a joy fo work with. She Was very efficient and helpful. Went out of her way many
times to help me as | was living out of town. | would highly recommend her to anyone buying or
selling their home. Thank you so much for everything you did for me Regina.” — Sylvia Navvaro
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Zatarain’s
Parboiled Rice
21b

$1.99

Crystal Light
On The Go
Assorted

2/94.00

Simply Done
Aluminum Foil
18 inch - 75 ft

$3.99

Cartozzo’s
French Bread
24 in

$2.69

Mosaic
Disinfectant Wipes
140 count

$5.99

Boston Butt
Pork Roast
(2 Per Vac Bag) - As Is

$1.49/ib

Wright’s Stack Pack
Bacon
1.5 Ibs - Hickory or Applewood

$7.99

Southern Deli Reserve
White American Cheese
(Store Sliced)

$6 99/Ib

Oscar Mayer
Wieners
16 0z - Bun Size, Meat, or Turkey

2/$5.00

Hillshire Farms
Thin Sliced Ham or Turkey
Tubs - 7 & 9 0z - Assorted

3.99

Lean

We're Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964

SUPERMARKET

DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR Come in and see
and Pistolettes Baked Daily JANUARY 20 - 25, 2022

our unadvertised
Limits may apply. Not all items will be available. No rainchecks. Due to some limited availability and fluctuations in our supply chain, we may experience shortages.

Propane
Exchange

Now
Available

—_—

sale items
Supplies are based on availability. Thank you for understanding. Not responsible for typographical errors.

Pork
Steaks
Family Pack

$1.591

Fryer
Leg Quarters
101b bag

$4.90

Coke
Products
6 Pack - Half Liters

3/$9.00

Carrol Shelby’s Viva
Chili Multi Surface Cloths

Kit 6 Rolls

2/ $3000 $7099

Food Club
Drinking Water
24 Pack

2/$5.00

USDA Food Club USDA Select Farm Fresh

Boneless
Rump Roast

Beef Burger Boneless Sirloin
2lbs Steak - Family Pack

$9.99 B$4.991

Iceberg
Lettuce

$1.49

Ground Beef
Family Pack - 3 Ibs or more

$2.99/lb

$4.99

BoneIn
Center Cut
Pork Roast

$2.49/lb

Food Club
Chunk Cheeses
8oz

3/$5.00

Sweet Juicy
Clementines
3lbbag

$3.99

Guidry’s
Creole Seasoning
1lb

$2099

13413 Hwy. 90 - Boutte

OPEN: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday

(985) 785-2431 - www.majoriasgrocery.com

e (1
@ ,,N;,,\,Us VISA

Blue Bonnet
Spread

Manda
Smoked Sausage
17 0z 3 Ib box - All Types 45 0z Bowl

$1.99 § $9.99 § $1.99
Hot Grab & Go Meals!

MONDAY Red Beans and Rice with Sausage
TUESDAY Hamburger Steak and Mac & Cheese
WEDNESDAY Italian

THURSDAY... Fried Chicken

FRIDAY Fried Seafood

Zatarain’s
Creole Seasoning

No sales to dealers
Quantity rights reserved on sale items
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Annual MLK
Day March and
Ceremony

After a one-year hiatus due to COVID 19, the an-
nual Martin Luther King Day march in St. Charles
Parish returned to celebrate the life and teachings of
the legendary activist.

The annual event, coordinated by the Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemorative Organization, was
held Monday. The march began at the Westbank
Bridge Park in Luling with a commemorative cere-
mony following at Eual J. Landry Middle School.

The MLK Commemorative Organization was es-
tablished 37 years ago. Dwayne LaGrange, a member
of the group, said its founders have ensured King’s
memory stays at the forefront.

“I tip my cap to them, because they’ve been here
since the inception of it, and they've kept the fire
burning LaGrange said. “Theyre the heroes, and
they make this journey such a pleasure to be a part

of”
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Program keeps students ‘on the run’

both physically and mentally

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

While named “Girls on the Run,’ rac-
ing to the finish line is only one aspect
of this positive youth development pro-
gram that expanded into St. Charles
Parish in 2019.

The goal, above all else, is to inspire
young girls in third through eighth grade
to be joyful and confident while also giv-
ing the opportunity to have fun, make
friends, increase physical activity levels
and learn important life skills. The pro-
gram culminates with all area teams
participating in a celebratory 5K event
to be held in May.

The non-profit organization, which fa-
cilitates trained coaches who lead girls
through interactive lessons and run-
ning activities at school and community
sites through Terrebonne, Lafourche, St.
Mary and St. Charles parishes, will open
registration Jan. 24 for girls on a first
come, first served basis. Spring season
opens Feb. 24.

“The biggest message of the program
is instilling that every girl can do it said
Aimee Johnson, council director for
Girls on the Run. “In our 5K, we don’t
care whether you jump, skip or crawl
with us, just finish the race and cross
that finish-line”

The 10-week program sees groups of
12 to 15 girls meet with their coaches

at their designated site, usually twice
a week. Each coach establishes a les-
son plan that teaches about subjects
like self-awareness and team-building.
That’s done at the beginning of each ses-
sion — at the end, the running begins.

This program is accessible to all girls
regardless of athletic ability or fitness
level. Sessions usually last between 75
and 90 minutes and aim to teach critical
life skills and behaviors such as how to
manage emotions, help others, make in-
tentional decisions, and resolve conflict.

Johnson notes she joined the Girls on
the Run team after her daughter signed
up and had a positive experience, and
she believes in the impact the program
has for the better.

“(Louisiana) is the No. 3 ranked state
in terms of childhood obesity, inactivity
... I think this is a great program for our
state to have,” Johnson said. “It’s about
positivity, being confident in yourself ...
Ilove what it teaches the girls”

The program expanded to St. Charles
Parish in 2019, and Albert Cammon
Middle School has hosted as the local
site. That connection came via Cammon
teacher Sally Gaglione, who reached out
to inquire about starting a team - and
thus, the ACM Heart and Sole team was
born, with Gaglione serving as coach.

“She was very passionate about the
program and she reached out (about
starting a team locally). Now she’s on our
board, and she’s one of our greatest help-
ers, Johnson said.

The program is not limited to schools,
however - a fitness center, community
park or many other sites can serve as
a host site. Johnson said she hopes to
see some other teams sprout up in St.
Charles Parish to join Cammonss.

“You just have to have the coaches and
the site approved, and then you have 12-
15 girls take part,” Johnson said.

The program’s momentum was
stunted by the COVID-19 pandemic,
which caused a shutdown for a
season, and registration num-
bers to decline. It was feared an-
other season would be cancelled
following Hurricane Ida, but not
only was it held, 125 girls regis-
tered, all in person, signifying a
bounce-back.

“We're hoping this spring will
be even bigger,” Johnson said.

To find out more information
or apply as a coach, or for exist-
ing program sites and schools to
register for the new season, one
may visit https://www.gotrbay-
ouregion.org.

Girls on the Run participants at Albert Cammon Middle School.
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Norco family in limbo
as home destroyed,
relief funds denied

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

It sounds like a simple request, but the
reality is that it’s been anything but for
Norcos Alia Gonzales.

“I just want to rebuild my life]
Gonzales said.

Gonzales, her husband and their
13-year-old son recently watched as
their home was demolished, part of that
rebuilding process after Hurricane Ida
rendered the residence - one the fam-
ily had just renovated after purchasing
a few years ago - a total loss. Three trees
fell atop the house, their limbs through
everyroom in the home. While Gonzales
says she is grateful the family was able
to evacuate and avoid unthinkable
harm had they stayed, months of stress
have accumulated due to what’s been a
mostly futile attempt to garner financial
aid.

“T got on the phone with FEMA right
away, and they said, ‘Oh, we can send
you to Dallas,” Gonzales recounted of
the days following the storm. “Well, we
can’'t do that. We have to stay here — my
husband has to work and I have to get
started on insurance and everything else
... 'Well, we can’t help you.”

With nowhere to go, the family
stayed with a neighbor for two weeks.
Attempts to secure a trailer to live in
via FEMA dragged, and the couple

made the decision to purchase a trailer
themselves.

“I knew (their neighbor) wanted her
house back. So, it’s like, how long are
we going to wait? We need a roof over
our head, and we can't stay here much
longer”

That temporarily solution secured,
other problems needed to be addressed.
The family’s home insurance would pay
what the home was worth, but that gar-
nered approximately half of what the
cost would be to demolish and rebuild
the home, and it was not a cost they
could afford.

That left them with more pleas to
FEMA, but Gonzales said she’s gotten
the runaround for months.

“They deny, deny, deny; Gonzales said.
“Finally, they told me, “Well, you'll need
a FEMA inspector to come out. And
yes, please, that’s what we've wanted for
weeks and weeks”

She said the inspector came out and,
after two hours, told them the high like-
lihood was they would be denied as-
sistance, but to continue appealing.
According to Gonzales, FEMA said the
issue at hand is it will not duplicate in-
surance benefits. She added that con-
trasts with paperwork she received from
the inspector, which stated one may be
eligible for FEMA assistance if their in-
surance settlement does not cover all
of their disaster needs, but said FEMA
claimed that paperwork was not official
via the agency.

Thus far, Gonzales said the family has
not received a dime of FEMA assistance.

Months of lobbying in vain led the
family to go public with their grievance.
After a segment highlighting their plight
was featured on FOX8, a FEMA agent
in Washington, D.C. reached out to her
and indicated assistance could be possi-
ble, but she would have to make a stron-
ger case and specifically prove that the
home needed to be demolished.

“So, the damage report, your inspec-
tor, none of that is enough to prove we
needed to have it demolished?” Gonzales
said. “They said they can’t go by pictures.
So, what was the point of the inspector?

Post-Ida damage inflicted upon the home of Alia Gonzales and her family.

We had three trees on top of our roof, in
front of the house. If that house comes
down, then the tree is coming down
there right by the trailer.

“I'm trying to give them what they
want. But they ask for the same things,
over and over and over. Appeal letter, in-
surance settlement letter, copy of check.
This is what I have. This is it. I've done
it five times already ... the information
doesn’t change”

She said she was also asked why the
family elected to demolish the home so
soon.

“We're almost five months later,” she
said.

Gonzales said she is waiting to hear
back about an SBA loan, and believes
that will come through. But she added
the family will be in for some tough
times ahead, regardless.

“Were gonna struggle ... were not

rich said Gonzales, a teacher in
Jefferson Parish, while her husband is
a delivery driver. “We bought a house
we could afford. We can’t afford to pay
$300,000 for a house, and it’s not that
easy to just pick up and go somewhere
else”

The Gonzales family set up a
GoFundMe (titled “Help the Gonzales
family rebuild our home”) in hopes of
finding some financial relief.

It's all been a cumbersome burden
that has followed the family into the new
year after a very trying 2021. Last year,
Gonzales mother passed away, while
her husband nearly lost his mother after
the latter suffered a heart attack. Their
home was destroyed and their lives were
thrown into limbo.

“2021 was an extremely hard year for
us,” Gonzales said.
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SALES | SERVICE | INSTALLATION

Fast, quality, and reliable services for
residential and commercial properties.

We provide a thorough consultation to explain your available
options. With that information, you can choose the scope of work
that’s right for your home or business and for your budget. We offer
financing through Synchrony Bank that can include 0% interest.

We strive to save you both time and money

by combining experience, high-quality parts

and equipment, and exceptional service. We

will stick with the job until you are satisfied.

Electrical Services For Residential and Commercial Properties

We ensure that your home is in good hands! When you hire Craig’s Electrical for all of your
residential needs, we guarantee that you will be more than impressed. We specialize in all
electrical repair, installation, and maintenance. Whether you are looking to replace an outlet
or complete a home addition — we have the trusted service for you. We pride ourselves on
offering clear communication from that first point of contact, give us a call now.

Keep your commercial property in tip-top shape with Craig’s Electrical! Qur commercial
services are guaranteed to offer long-lasting solutions that will keep you pleased for years to
come. Whether you are looking to replace a breaker, install a new circuit, or receive regular
maintenance — we have the solution for you. We are proud to extend a service-backed
guarantee for all of our electrical work. We arrive on time, offer competitive prices, and
prioritize your utmost satisfaction. Call us today!

We are a Power Pro Premier
Generac dealer as well as a
Generac Clean Energy Dealer
offering battery back up power that can be
powered by your homes existing solar panels
which include a 10 year warranty. We are
offering a free 7 year warranty as well as the
first service for free on all of our home and
business standby generators.

We offer Preventative Maintenance Plans

for home stand by generators (any brand),
business back up generators as well as
mobile and industrial generators. We stock
thousands of parts that include batteries, and
generator stands.

1318 24th St Kenner, LA 70062 Sales: 504.677.1023 Service/Repair: 504.677.1062

Use our new hooking tool on: WWW.CRAIGSELECTRICAL.COM
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Luling disaster recovery
center to close permanently

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Lulings FEMA Disaster Recovery
Center will close permanently at 6 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 21.

The center is found at the Edward
Dufresne Community Center Parking
Lot, located 274 Judge Edward Dufresne
Parkway in Luling,

St. Charles Parish residents, and
residents of all parishes affected by

Hurricane Ida, can continue to visit
any open disaster recovery center in
Louisiana. To locate a center, check the
FEMA app, visit www.FEMA.gov/DRC or
call the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362.
All DRC centers follow COVID-19 pre-
cautions, and masks are required for all
visitors, employees and volunteers.

DONOR from 1A

life is not good. He died on dialysis. His
brother died at an early age, I believe his
first time he did dialysis. So, I know, if
possible ... out of the two choices (trans-
plant or dialysis), both have problems,
but the transplant is better. My doctors
all agree on that”

Robert is on the transplant waiting
list, but the timeframe is problematic.
Once a two to four year process, these
days the wait is estimated to be five to
seven years. It's why Robert was advised
to find a living donor on her own.

A kidney is hard to find, and on top of
that, it’s hard to ask, Robert admits.

“(Her doctor) explained to me, ‘You're
depriving somebody who wants to do
something good. So, I started thinking
about that and understanding what he
said,” Robert said.

But others have also helped get her
search started. Her sister’s kidney donor
created a webpage, called “A Kidney for
Sharon,” which explains her situation,
how a living kidney donation works,
while also making himself available to
speak to a potentially interested donor
to share his own experience. Robert’s
niece has been spreading the word on
Facebook.

“I truly appreciate what theyre doing
to help me;” Robert said.

The news she would need a transplant
wasn't a shock for her. With PKD, it’s in-
evitable, she said.

“I knew it was coming at some point,’
Robert said. “So, when I learned that, it
felt more like, “Well, here it is.”

Part of her doctor’s reasoning for
bringing a sense of urgency to the matter

also stems from Robert’s specific kidney
situation - theyre greatly enlarged and
could begin to affect other organs.

“They showed us the images ... my kid-
neys completely take over the front of
my body, and some of the back,” she said.

The illness has taken things from
her. Robert was a teacher’s assistant at
Mimosa Park Elementary School, a po-
sition she took ona position she took
on after helping out and substituting at
St. Charles Borremeo and Sacred Heart,
where her children attended. That expe-
rience made her realize how much she
enjoyed working with the children. She
had to resign from the position due to
her health.

“It was the best experience ever,
Robert said. “The absolute best school,
the best principal, the best co-workers,
and I adore the children”

Getting exercise is also problematic.
Even talking a walk can be a struggle.

“T've taken tests, and it’s never any-
thing respiratory that’s wrong. It’s the
kidneys,” she said.

Through it all, though, she’s kept a pos-
itive attitude in the face of her adversity.
Robert still has to find a donor, and she
knows a transplant will not bring her
struggle to an end, as there will be issues
to manage thereafter.

She expressed no bitterness, but grati-
tude instead.

“It's not a case where, “Well, I'm getting
a transplant, so I'm all good,” Robert
said. “You can develop other problems
afterwards. But it’s still a life-saving pro-
cedure, and I'm extremely grateful to
have that opportunity’”

Sharon Robert with hushand, Troy, and sons, Troy Michael and Regan.
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LANDRY'S

OUTBOARD

MOTORS

&REPAIR 4428 ywy oot 085.758.7948
SERVICE  DES ALLEMANDS LANDRYSMOTORS.COM

2022
LOWE 18’

BAY BOAT
WITH

115 HP MERCURY
PRO XS 4-STROKE

2022 LOWE
RX2070

ROUGHNECK
WITH

115 HP MERCURY
4-STROKE

2022 LOWE
RX1860

ROUGHNECK
WITH

90 HP MERCURY
4-STROKE

"| Landry’s is your premier
Mercury Certified Dealer

in the area!
LOOKING FOR GREAT |
ALUMINUM BOATS? ggargﬁacggensé
LOOK NO FURTHER... enai |
WE HAVE GREAT LOWE BOAT €palrond

DEALS IN STOCK! G I\/\ercury motors.
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REBUILD from 1A

... the policy didn't even cover like one-sixth of my con-
tents. Once I talked to insurance and figured out what
they were giving me, I knew I needed to make it last”

With the hopes of making insurance money stretch
as far as it can, Stock and her 9-year-old son Kael have
become a construction crew of sorts as they have
worked to demo and now rebuild their Destrehan
home. The Stocks are operating under the watchful eye
of their supervisor with whom they share a last name -
and family tree.

“My dad Gerry Stock has worked in construction and
maintenance his whole life,” Stock said. “We wouldn’t
be able to do anything if it wasn’t for him teaching us
along the way. Once he teaches me how to do it it’s
like, ‘Come on Kael’ The other day I learned how to run
ducts in the attic and cut a hole in the ceiling to put in
avent”

Stock said Kael has found his favorite home improve-
ment step.

“He really likes hitting walls;” she said laughing. “He
loves to put holes in the wall”

The three generations of family members have been
working side by side by side as they tackle the home
renovations.

“In the future we'll know how to do it if we ever have
to do it again,” Stock said of she and Kael. “Its teaching
Kael a work ethic and showing him how to take care of

our home ... he’s the man
of our home. I think that
him being able to see me
as a woman do the work
as well ... I think it'll give
him a new appreciation
for what women can do”
The mother and son
duo are currently living
in a trailer in their front
yard. In the days follow-
ing Hurricane Ida, they
moved to an apartment
in Baton Rouge and Stock
enrolled Kael in a school
there so she could com-
mute back and forth to St.
Charles Parish for work.
“There have been a lot of tears and a lot of love,” she
said of the months following Hurricane Ida. “Its amaz-
ing to see how people - some that you don’'t even know
- are just willing to help even though they may have lost
some things and along the way they are still willing to
help people at their lowest point. It says a lot about our
parish and our community. It’s so amazing to see every-
one come together and help each together. Hopefully
this is a lesson the kids can learn and carry on as well”

The Stock’s home received significant
damage in Hurricane Ida, which has led
to an opportunity for Kael Stock (right)
to learn a lot about construction.

SINGER from 1A

Dempsey’s new song releasing this
week for streaming and download is
titled “Beat You There” The song was
written after the death of Audrey Maria
Higgins, a friend of Dempsey’s who was
killed as the result of a July 4, 2020 boat

she was also a big supporter of my mu-
sic,” Dempsey said. “She came to every
one of my shows and even set up one of
the biggest shows I had at the time. So
after she passed away, I wanted to do
something special for her and her family

crash. ... so I wrote this song in her honor”
“Not only was she a good friend, but Dempsey said he’s known Higgins for

Let us help you with your
Money Resolutions for
2022 with Low Loan
Rates and Low Fees!

as long as he can remember.

“I'm not sure exactly when we met. I
was just a kid at that time,” he said. “We
both grew up in Ama and being such a
small community, you pretty much get
to know everyone around your age. She
was a little older than me, so we didn’t
really hang out all of the time when I was
younger. But as we got older, one of my
best friends, Blake, started dating her
sister and we started doing a lot more
things together and got much closer”

Dempsey said Higgins was a great
friend.

“She was always willing to help out
and never asked for anything in return;’
he said. “She was just a genuinely good
person, and it was impossible not to like
her. She was also a really positive person
and was always looking to have a good
time”

Higgins, Dempsey said, was also a re-
ally big supporter of his music when he
was just starting out.

“She came to every one of my shows
and even set up a show for me at Fat
Boys bar in Luling;” he said. “At the time,
it was the biggest showI'd ever done. The
place was packed ... and I owe it all to
her”

Dempsey began penning the song the
day of Higgins’ death.

“Iwanted to write it for a few different
reasons, he said. “For one, I wanted to
do something special for her - to honor
her and keep her memory alive because
of all the things she had done for me.
Also, I was very close to everyone in that
boat. I saw first-hand all of the hurt and
pain that this family was going through
because of this accident, and I wanted
to do something special for them to
help them cope with her loss and help
give them hope that they would see her
again. Grief makes it pretty easy to write
songs and it also helped me to process
all of the things I was feeling at the time.’

The song, Dempsey said, was all
around a labor of love.

“TI've worked really hard on this one,
he said. “T actually produced and mixed
the song myself ... just me and the guys
in my band in my little home studio. The
great thing about this song is that any-
one whos dealing with losing someone

Will Dempsey and Audrey Higgins (above) were friends who
became closer after the wedding of Dempsey’s friend and
Higgins'sister. His song about her will release this week.

can relate to it. It’s not just meant to be
a sad song about loss ... its meant to give
people hope as well ... hope that they
will see this person again one day.’

Caitlin Higgins Comardelle, Higgins’
sister, said her favorite line of the song
is “We're both headed for the same place
anyway ... I just beat you there”

“The first time I heard the song I just
cried ... from the first strum of the guitar
to the last,” Comardelle said. “It’s after
the second and third time that I listened
to it that I heard how hopeful the song is
and how proud we are to have this song
represent my sister. Audrey wouldn’t
want us to cry. She would want us to pick
ourselves up and keep living our lives
and thanks to this song and the support
we get from our community, from both
people we knew and complete strangers,
we are able to do that on most days.

Comardelle said she hopes the song
will bring happiness and hope to anyone
going through a similar situation.

“The loss of a loved one, especially
as sudden and unexpected as the loss
of Audrey, is one of the hardest expe-
riences people will ever go through,
Comardelle said. “If this song can some-
how put a hand on their shoulders and
tell them that their loved one is OK and
that they’ll see each other again ... then
I think that is all Will or any of us could
ever want.”
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RETIREMENT from 2A

has supported me for so many years. If
left to myself I would work for another
five years, but I'm going to enjoy some
time with the grandchildren”

And even though he feels not quite
ready to retire, Dr. Raj acknowledges
how demanding his job as a physician
has been.

“Being a doctor is challenging ... I
mean being a human being is challeng-
ing enough,” he said laughing. “But the
challenges make life meaningful, right?
I will never forget St. Charles Parish ...
that’ll be always in my memory”

Future plans include writing a book
about his experiences in the medical
profession.

“It’s not just a science ... it's an art,” he
said of his chosen career. “I've already
had some things published, so I've had a
tase of that”

Besides his medical expertise, Dr. Raj
gave back to the St. Charles Parish com-
munity in other ways during his time
here. After Hurricane Katrina he pro-
duced a comical play that he presented
free of charge to the local community.

“Besides medical studies, in high
school and college I was always inter-
ested in drama,” he said. “I have done
many of them in my younger days and
in the 1980s and 1990s in Metairie. I
stopped that for a while but in 2005 com-
ing back from Hurricane Katrina there
was just so much destruction and de-
pression ... everywhere you turned you
just saw people who were unhappy and

I thought, “Why don’t I do something to
cheer up my community?”

He presented the play to a stand-
ing-room only crowd in Luling.

“It was like 400 people;” he said. “It
poured all day, but was so fun. I think
people really enjoyed it. Life should be
fun too”

Claire Landry and her husband have
been patients of Dr. Raj for years, and
she said she’ll never forget the play.

“He’s been such a blessing to the com-
munity”, she said. “I cried when I re-
ceived his letter of retirement”

Landry said one of her favorite things

about Dr. Raj is his sense of humor.
“After my husband Brian and I retired
we began making our doctor appoint-
ments on the same day and same time
and Dr. Raj would walk in the room and
call us the ‘love birds’ every time he saw
us,” she said, adding that during football
season the doctor knew he could talk
about the game with the couple. “Saints
fans love Saints fans. Some visits I'd no-
tice took longer because we all had so
much to say, so sorry to whoever who
was in the next room waiting. Dr. Raj
loved to travel and always encouraged
us to see the world. About six years ago

I began making our appointments for
the last two appointments of the day so
there were no time constraints to dis-
cuss the important things like football
and travel.”

AHLS President and CEO Mark Keiser
said he has had the privilege of knowing
Dr. Raj for almost 40 years.

“He has made a tremendous impact
on thousands of lives,” Keiser said. “He
will be missed, and we wish him well in
his retirement”

Keiser said Dr. Raj may occasionally
fill in during vacation periods for other
AHL doctors throughout AHL service
sites, which means he may occasionally
be back in Luling,

“He plans on making himself avail-
able to consult with his colleagues on
the continuing care for the folks he is
currently serving, which is great news,’
Keiser said. “Dr. Raj has always enjoyed
teaching and will continue to be a re-
source to younger practitioners and an-
cillary employees of Access Health. So,
from those of us here at Access Health,
weTe not saying ‘goodbye’ to Dr. Raj ...
more like ‘see you soon’ And that’s re-
assuring to all of us, and we hope to you
also”

Dr. Raj said that he will look back
fondly at his time serving patients.

“T am very happy, he said. “I was able
to help the community and to live a life
of service. I think I have accomplished
that. I am satisfied with what I have
done with my life”

ANYTIME.
ANYWHERE.
ANY DEVICE.




ST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE - JANUARY 20 - 26, 2022

13A

ARTIST from 2A

them to people. The duo turned their ac-
tivity into a fundraiser for the commu-
nity, where they eventually donated $700
of their proceeds to the River Region
Drama Guild.

Vicki Johnson-Cain of Destrehan
purchased several boards from the
Windmanns and even had Ellen custom
design pieces for her. What started as
business transactions between the two
blossomed into a friendship, and when
Johnson-Cain learned her friend Beth
Bowman was opening a pet boutique in
Bay St. Louis, she knew just who to call.

“Vicki reached out to me and said,
"Hey, I have this friend who is going to
open this boutique in January ... Would
you be interested in selling your art
there?” Windmann remembers. “The
pieces just kind of fell together and
brought me on this new journey I'm on”

Johnson-Cain will also sell items
through the store. She is a seller of DOG
IS GOOD merchandise, which includes
unique apparel and accessories for dogs
and the people who love them.

“This is the first time my stuff will be
in a store,” Johnson-Cain said. “T've just
been doing craft shows and markets and
pop-ups, so I have to set up and take
down all the time and it’s just me so it’s
alot of work”

Johnson-Cain said Three Sisters Pet
Boutique is a woman-owned busi-
ness that will exclusively feature other

Ellen Windmann (left) poses with Beth Bowman, the owner of Three Sister Boutique.

women-owned businesses. It is found on
the third floor of The Shops of Century
Hall, located at 112 Second Street in Bay
St. Louis, Miss.

“It’s a really cool building,” Johnson-
Cain said, adding that in the future she
hopes her collaboration with the bou-
tique will lead to opportunities to part-
ner with several animal charities. “It’s
a really fun opportunity and a unique
store”

Windmann said she has no idea what
to expect as her art goes into a boutique,

WRITER from 2A

brought well-known fairy tale charac-
ters together with her own twists on the
characters: Little Red Meets Goldilocks
and Little Red Meets the Three Pigs, re-
leased in 2017 and 2015, respectively.

Grandma’s Hands, conversely, is about
a young boy who grows up with a grand-
mother very supportive of him, inspiring
him to be the best grandfather he can be
later in life. Her inspiration came from
her own life, as Helms is now a grand-
mother herself.

“Little Red was a girl, and so I wanted
a little boy character here because I have
two grandsons,” Dunn said. “The char-
acters are bi-racial, because that’s how
my family is. I wanted this book to have
the message that no matter what color,
shape or size you are, as long as you treat
people with respect and are treated with
respect, that’s what matters”

It would be difficult to look at Helms
as anything but an inspiration. Growing
up in a low-income environment, she of-
ten turned to writing as an outlet. Her
father bought her a typewriter when she
was 9, and she immediately began writ-
ing stories for her friends all over her
neighborhood.

She long yearned to write a book
and ultimately decided to make it a
reality. Surrounded by children daily
as she worked at the library of Norco
Elementary School, she thought it might
be nice to make it a fairy tale.

“I wanted to feature characters who
looked like me, African American char-
acters in my fairy tales because I didn’t
have that growing up,” Dunn said. “That
was a big thing that prompted me to
write these books. And I grew up with
Little Red Riding Hood as one of my
favorites.”

Thus, a story merging two classic fairy
tales into a modern story with African-
American characters began to develop
in her mind. The tale would be set in the
woods of Luling, and those who meet
Little Red’s acquaintance are not limited
to those notes in the titles of her books:
after all, when it comes to the woods, a
very Big Bad Wolf'is known to lurk.

She made the characters relatable —
they rap, they sing, and they use local
slang. Actually, as Dunn notes, the local
flavor of the dialogue is another unique
combination in itself, terms and phrases
popular in Louisiana and Kentucky,
where Dunn originally hails from.

After a year of writing and perfecting
her tale, she moved forward with the
project. She could not afford an illustra-
tor at the time, so she took on the task
herself.

“They weren't the best, but I wanted
to make this happen, and they told the
story, she said.

That first book was published orig-
inally by independent publisher
AuthorHouse. Today, all three books
are available on Amazon.com and
BarnesandNoble.com.

Like the fairy tales, the characters in
Grandma’s Hands are set in Luling as
well.

Dunn hopes her story can inspire oth-
ers to pursue their passions.

“My thing with children is, if they can
dream it, they can achieve it,” Dunn said.
“People thought I was kind of goofy, writ-
ing all the time, but my parents gave
me that confidence to carry with me
through life. You have to work hard, be-
lieve in yourself and go do it. And you
can.

but that she is happy she went with her
gut instinct to step outside of her com-
fort zone and participate in the new
business.

“It’s just a good feeling to create things
that people are treasuring,” she said. “I
always liked art, but it was something
that kind of faded out when I became a
mom because I started focusing more on
my kids. It’s funny because it kind of died
off due to my daughter and was kind of
reborn thanks to my daughter. It’s excit-
ing ... it's a fun journey to be on for sure”

Windmann said without Johnson-
Cain buying boards from her, she more
than likely would have never ventured
into selling art to more than family and
friends.

“T would have never connected with
Beth and this opportunity would have
never happened,;, Windmann said.
“Vicki is a big piece of the puzzle for me”
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Obituaries

Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy
publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Dufrene

Marguerite “March” S. Dufrene, 97, a na-
tive and resident of Des Allemands, passed
away on Sunday, January 9, 2022.

Visitation will be held at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church, in Paradis, on
Wednesday, January 19th from 9 am until
service time. A Mass of Christian burial will
be celebrated at 11 am with burial to follow
in St. Gertrude Cemetery, Des Allemands.

March is survived by her sons, Curtis P
Dufrene (Linda), Dwight D. Dufrene; daughter, Juanita Luquette Hebert
(Eddie); 8 grandchildren; 17 great grandchildren and 4 great-great
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Daniel E. Dufrene; par-
ents, Edward and Elizabeth C. Schaubhut; brothers, Mickey, Eddie and
Tony Schaubhut; sisters, Joyce S. Donnaud, Deane Folse and Iris Lunk;
grandchildren, Corey Dufrene, Cory Dufrene and great grandchild, Cole
Dufrene.

In lieu of flowers, Masses preferred.

Falgout Funeral Home is entrusted with arrangements.

St.Charles
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Due to Hurricane Ida,
our office is temporarily located.
Please call 985-758-2795 or 985-758-7217
fo make an appoinfment.
Monday - Thursday 8am - 4pm

Registration now open
for St. Charles Parish

spring sports

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

The St. Charles Parish Department of
Parks and Recreation has announced
that spring sports registration for base-
ball (ages 7-14), softball (ages 7-14),
t-ball (ages 5-6) and track and field (ages
8-16) is now open.

Registration must be completed on-
line and is open until Feb. 14.

Except for girls’ softball and track and
field, all registrations must occur with
the individual’s affiliated booster club.
Information submitted incorrectly, or
registering with the wrong booster club,

could cause a child to be placed on the
incorrect team and could cause a delay
in the registrant’s uniform order.

Officials said registration fees will only
be refunded if a uniform has not been or-
dered. Once the uniform order is placed,
arefund cannot be issued.

For more information or to register
for a sport, contact the Department of
Parks and Recreation at 985-783-5090 or
visit its website at www.scpparksandrec.
com.
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Sports

Jai Thomas of Destrehan sizes up the defense.

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

In year one under
head coach Troy Green,
Destrehan learned his
way of doing things on the
basketball court.

In year two, the
Wildcats have made a
leap.

As Destrehan (18-4)
prepares for a key District
7-5A showdown at home
Friday night with East St.
John, it’s already made
quite a statement to the
prep basketball land-
scape. The Wildcats have
been ranked as high as
No. 3 in Class 5A power
points, and headed into
Tuesday nights game
against a  powerful
Madison Prep squad, the
team stood at No. 9.

Though Madison cap-
tured the win there,
what was a struggling
Destrehan program

has turned completely
around under Green,
who guided his alma
mater White Castle to
a pair of state champi-
onships prior to his ar-
rival at DHS. Destrehan
won 13 straight games

Davonne Wells of Destrehan.

at one point this season,
and the loss on Tuesday
snapped what was a four-
game win streak over
H.L. Bourgeois, Central
Lafourche, Terrebonne
and Northside.

The latter of those, a

Photos by Ryan Arena/Herald Guide
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Photos by Ryan Arena/Herald Guide

61-60 victory on Monday
in Lake Charles, saw the
Wildcats fight back from
an 18-point deficit to
lead by as many as nine
in the fourth quarter.
DHS held off Northside’s
own rally to earn the one-
point win, and it’s hardly
the first time Destrehan
has shown an ability to
fight back into a game
after falling behind sig-
nificantly - the Wildcats
made a similar comeback
against Hahnville earlier
this month before the
Tigers regrouped to nail
down the win.

“We made a run ... we
kept plugging away in the
third quarter and in the
fourth quarter, and we
made a run,” Green said
of the Northside win. “To
be down 18 at halftime,
we came out and pulled
it out. We didn't panic.
We just continued to play

90 MIMOSA AVE
AT HWY. 90

985-785-9510
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Wildcats showing to be a force,
set for key matchup with ESJ

Rematch with Hahnville looms next week to kick off second round of district play

defense and chugged
away, chugged away.

The win showcased the
confidence this team has
been playing with, a con-
fidence that continues to
grow as the wins pile up.

“The main thing was
trying to change our men-
tality as far as defending,’
Green said of the team’s

for us”

Chris Moore has been
coming on strong in re-
cent games, Green said.
Devin Fourcha and Daniel
Blood have also played
consistently well on a ros-
ter full of contributors.

While Destrehan has
learned to win again on
the basketball court,

“Do the little things correctly ...
play defense, share the ball, be
on time ... those things add up ...
We hang our hat on defense.”

— DHS head coach Troy Green

improvement this sea-
son. “Playing team bas-
ketball. It isn't going to go
our way all the time, but
if you do the little things
correctly - play defense,
share the ball, be on time,
take charges, just do what
youre supposed to do
- those things add up.
And if you don’t do those
things, it comes back to
hurt you in crucial games.
We hang out hat on de-
fense. You shot won't al-
ways fall, but the defense
can always be there”

Thatfirst point, defense,
is what the Wildcats hang
their hat on. A deep and
athletic roster that sees
10 players earn signifi-
cant playing time night to
night allows the Wildcats
to go all out with their
press, that defense often
turns into points at the
other end off of turnovers.

Calvin Bullock has
been a go-to player for
Destrehan. The forward/
center has been leading
the team in scoring and
keys the Wildcats’ in-
side-out philosophy on
offense.

“We try to go through
him,” Green said. “We
look to go inside first. He's
been playing real steady

Green said this is hardly
a team that doesn’t know
how to handle success.

“When you think about
it, the majority of our
team is used to having
success in football,” Green
said. “So I don’t think it
was that hard to get those
guys to understand how
to win. And when you
win, they realize, ‘Hey, we
can play too. We just have
to go out there and exe-
cute, and not get too high
or too low”

East St. John presents a
major test and challenge
on Friday. ES] brings a
record of 21-5 along with
them to Destrehan, and
more importantly for this
particular battle, is an un-
beaten 5-0 in district play.

Destrehan is 3-1 in dis-
trict play thus far, so this
game carries a lot of im-
portance for DHS: a sec-
ond district loss could
render them on the out-
side looking in in regards
to the the district cham-
pionship race.

“Theyre in the top 10
in 5A) said Green. “That’s
a very talented team and
theyre doing a good job
over there. Hopefully we
can go out, play well and
protect our home court”

TobAYSCARCARE.cOM
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST

CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
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Hahnville bests Destrehan
to keep surge going

Victory over rival continues to cement breakthrough season for Tigers

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Hahnville hoped to get off to a fast start
in its district matchup with Destrehan —
Ethan Maher ensured the Tigers got just
that.

Mabher’s goal with just 15 seconds
elapsed in Friday’s match set the tone
in what became a 5-1 Hahnville victory,
spurring the Tigers' record to 9-6-3 in
what’s been a breakout season for the
team. Maher’s goal was his first of two
on the night. Owen Fontenot also scored
two goals while Allen Dugas added an-
other. Each also garnered an assist on
the night.

“This game, for us, was all about team
effort and heart,” said Maher. “We come
out here and hustle our butts off. We
struggled a little in the second half and
needed to step it back up, and we did
that”

Maher and Chad Breaux are the lone
seniors on this Tigers team, which has
taken a large step forward after a 2020
season that began promising before a
swoon late in the season. This year, the
team began 4-0-1, and though it hit a
lull after that, Hahnville has regained
its form and is unbeaten in its past six
matches - 4-0-2.

“I think we're playing great ... there are
alot of young guys playing, and a couple
of freshmen really stepping up,” Maher
said. “Chad and I are the seniors and
weve been trying to really step up our
leadership”

Itwas one of those freshmen, Fontenot,
who took the ball once play began and
raced up the sideline and sent a cross to
Mabher, who lofted the ball high and into
the net to give his team a 1-0 lead.

“I got the ball right after kickoff, went
up the sideline and played it inside ...
(Maher) put it in the back of the net. That
was a huge adreneline rush,” Fontenot
said. “We wanted to start fast and attack
them quick and we went for it right off
the kickoff”

Fontenot doubled the lead with ascore
of his own to make it 2-0, then added a
third goal with four minutes remaining
in the first half.

For a freshman experiencing his first

Brendan Kenney of Hahnville and Max Laumann of Destrehan battle for the ball.

Hahnville/Destrehan rivalry clash, it was
as strong a start as one could imagine.

“It was really big, to play in this one
and score a couple;” Fontenot said. “T
think we have a lot of guys here who
have been playing together for awhile.
Good friendships, staying positive with
our teammates ... theres just a good
chemistry between players.

Dugas earned a free kick in the ox,

which he booted through to make it a
4-0 advantage.

That score held until late in the second
half, when Destrehan’s Max Laumann
scored off a rebound in the box to cut the
lead to 4-1. But the Tigers turned back
two other golden opportunities to score
for the Wildcats, who earned two sepa-
rate free kicks in the box that Hahnville
defended well and cleared out.

Just before time expired, Maher fin-
ished the night with the Tigers’ fifth and
final goal.

Hahnville head coach Matt Oubre
called Maher’s goal to start the match a
huge momentum boost, and likewise the
score to cap the match off a strong way
to finish after the team had lost a little
footing midway through the second half.

“I think we kept the pressure on from
there, didn’t let up the whole half,” Oubre

“We wanted to start
fast and attack them
quick ... we went for it
right off the kickoff.”

— Hahnville’s Owen Fontenot

said. “In the second half a little way in,
we made some silly mistakes, some
fouls, let Destrehan back into the game.
So, it was good to see us finish with that
goal. We had a lot of quality chances to-
night and that was the difference”

Oubre said the team’s downturn after
its hot start — the Tigers lost four straight
and five of six after an unbeaten start —
was concerning, but that the team has
answered the bell and is discovering it-
self as the season unfolds.

“Were figuring out who we exactly
are. We're starting to see that when guys
can play with speed and intensity, were
doing well with that. We still have some
tests coming up,” Oubre said.

For Destrehan, 2021 has been a re-
building season. A team heavy on fresh-
men and sophomores has gone winless
thus far, though the Wildcats showed
their willingness to keep battling hard
even when trailing significantly on
Friday.

“We have an inexperienced team

... but we fight. We don’t give up,
said Destrehan head coach Jhovanny
Santamaria. “That’s all I can ask, all I
want from them. We've been down all
year, but these guys never give up. They
counter attack. Theyre trying to score
.. we had three chances tonight, two
on dead balls. We're still learning to put
those balls in the net ... but they keep
battling and playing”

DAVE MILLET

INSURANCE AGENCY

Metairie ® Boutte ® Destrehan e Marrero
Slidell * Hammond ¢ Gonzales ¢ LaPlace © Springfield

DAVE MILLET

INSURANCE AGENCY
Serving Main Street Since 1958

PA 504.556.0809

|
PROFESSIONAL

e DAVEMILLETINSAGENCY.COM

AGENTS
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SCPPS’ Learn With Us Bus
rolls through town with
new opportunities for
families

Monique Roth Lifestyles Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

The Learn With Us Bus is on the move once again, and
with a visit to the vehicle comes new and unique ways of
learning for St. Charles Parish families.
The bus is a joint project between the United Way of St. Charles
and St. Charles Parish Public Schools.
“The Learn With Us Bus started during the 2019-2020 school year,” District

The SCPPS Learn With Us Bus s a
mobile family education resource
for parents, similar to the ele-

Title I Coordinator Lacey Powers said. “Last school year it made stops in mentary school Family Centers.
our community handing out early literacy materials, and this school year It provides books, toys, games,

we are back in the community hosting playgroups focusing on kindergarten internet access and information.
readiness.”

Completion of the bus includes the work and coordination of various
school system departments, including the Satellite Center’s digital media
class, Hahnville High School’s art class and carpentry department and the
district’s transportation department.

The bus is a mobile family education resource for parents, similar to the el-
ementary school Family Centers. The bus provides books, toys and games for
children of preschool age through second grade, internet access for parents
to access school forms and information and information about additional
community resources available to St. Charles Parish residents.

“Our goal is to engage families of young children in St. Charles Parish
with fun and exciting kindergarten readiness lessons,” Powers said. “We
want each visit on the bus to be a learning experience for both the adults
and the children. We hope to introduce skills that are necessary for kinder-
garten readiness and give families tools they can use to help teach their lit-
tle ones at home. The Learn With Us Bus has knowledgeable teachers and
staff that are ready to help answer questions and get your little ones ready for
kindergarten”

The bus also has Chromebooks and internet access for families to use.

To learn more about the Learn With Us Bus or to view the bus schedule,
visit the St. Charles Parish Public Schools’ Facebook page or www.stcharles.
kl12.]a.us.

L

EL PASO MEXICAN GRILL
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Who let the dinos out?!

AAAHHHH!!! Dinosaurs are loose in our school! PreK students at Allemands Elementary School learned about dinosaurs!

St. Charles Art Guild January
2022 Artists of the Month

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Tammy Simmons Gerry Gieseler Ann Clement
“Tuscany” “Zinnia" “Sour Grapes”
Watercolor Watercolor watercolor

Artwork on display at the East Bank Regional Library for the month of January.

ReciINA H.
ALLEMAND

Licensed in state of Louisiana

A REALTOR wHo cares

CALL TODAY!  CELL:
985.785.0336  504.495.2452

13371 HWY 90 * STE B » BOUTTE

Visit My Website: ReginaAllemand.com

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT

19 MICHAEL DR 330 ST NICHOLAS ST
LULING LULING

4 bdrms - 2.5 baths - Move-in S-P-RE-AD out!!! Lots of Room! 3 bedrooms
Ready in Willowdale. Huge Den and with wood floors in main house - 3 additional
separate wood-floored Living & bedrooms in upstairs auxiliary unit. Large
Dining Room. Fabulous windows open living space - 2 dens!! Relaxing back
throughout with great natural light. yard and patio area. Double carport and
$399,900 oversized double garage. Rare find with this

type of living options! $444,000
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Evelyn Henry checks out her float in the
Paul and Rachel Mire at Houmas House. Lilyin Jurassic Park. Ricky Escobar celebrates his 39th birthday. Krewe of Isis.

Easton at his birthday party. Tristan Comardelle and Josiah Hebert on vacation  Ethan was Star Student this week! Jordanis 5 and Atlee s 2!
inTennessee.

Herald-Guide EREECHECKINGIIEREH{CHECKSHIEREEGI Y

acebook

MEMORIES

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH 13386 US-90 - Boutte, LA - 985-785-8411

Rhett Cortez at 8 Seconds to Glory in Houma. Luke Compton as Elvis Presley.

Paisley has fun swinging in her back yard. Layton and Mason are ready to celebrate Mason’s
8th birthday.

Neo enjoys foster life and puppuccinos . Joseph celebrates his birthday.

Maverick and Alaina Ward. The SCB Royals at the American All Star dance competition. Carter Breaux enjoys her toast bread.
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Thinking of Buying
or Selling?

Contact Wendy Benedetto for all your real estate needs!

@WWW% e~
M- oﬁ{@c[m« gﬁﬁw/

1970 ORMOND BLVD - STE B - DESTREHAN

(NEXT TO PIZZA HUT)

BENEDETTO/

504.382.7492
WENDYBENEDET TO.COM
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Classified

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE,
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE,
NOTICES, PET NOTICES,

LOST & FOUND ADS!
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Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday - CALL: 985-758-2795 - Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Commercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word |

Real Estate

WE BUY HOUSES!
Any Price, Any Condition

Call/Text (504)756-6425
brocatohomebuyers.com
Fast Close/No Commission

Place Your
Real Estate

& Rental Ads Here
985-758-2795

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,
Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco

We do it all from the

ground up.

Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured!

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.com

Uvice Lessons

Graduate of
The Juilliard School

See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Bush Hoggin
(up to 100 acres

« Industrial Plant Maintenance

« Concrete Crack & Haul

« Lots cleared & maintained

« Bobcat Service - debris haul

« Tree-removal-fenceline clearing

« Licensed Chemical Spray
Applicator

Industrial-Commercial
Residential

Steve 504-554-9570

PLACEYOUR
SERVICE AD HERE
985-758-2795

MIKE’S

ROOFING
& REPAIRS

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996

(504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Place Your Service, Employment,
Boat, Car, Garage Sale Ad Here.
985-758-2795

PLACEYOUR
CLASSIFIEDAD
FORLESSTHAN

YOUTHINK

AVON BOTTLES FOR SALE:
985-758-2363 Summer Infant Manchester
..................................................... 4_in_1 Lifetime
Convertible Crib
Place Your Auburn - Like
Merchandise Ad Here New $125Wooden PortaCrib -$50
985-758-2795 504-782-0960

| Prayers | Prayers |
Y, L

“Don’t Have to Beg”

We don’t have to beg Christ for His love &
attention, all we have to do is ask & believe.
He will never turn a deaf ear to us. He is
waiting for us to call on Him. If we do that
He will turn our life around & we become a
new creature in Christ Jesus. We will never
be the same again. Old things will pass away
& behold new things will become ours. Liv-
ing waters will flow out of our body, soul
& spirit. We will be a well of living water.
Christ will dwell within us. The hope of
glory will be ours. We will be born again &
on our way to Heaven.

Jesus is our answer, our only answer.
Just call, we don’t have to beg
Amen

Edna Matherne

A 7

For more information
Contact Yvette Dunn
985-758-2795

or ydunn@lasmag.com

HEi“‘iALD.ﬂﬂGumE
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What Do You Get?
- Immediate, daily access
to our news, features, sports
and lifestyles stories
« Years of archived content

at your fingertips
« St. Charles Herald-Guide
delivered to your mailbox weekly
- Digital edition delivered to your
‘ inbox every Thursday morning

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

St.Charles

HERALDMGUlDE
www.HeraldGuide.com or toll free 1.866.282.1498



or by email legals@heraldguide.com

Leg

ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal notice deadline is Friday at 3 p.m. for the
following issue.To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
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Matthew Jewell La Sandra Darenshourg Mary K. Clulee Dick Gibbs
Parish President Gordon Councilwoman, District Il Councilman, District lll
985-783-5000 Councilwoman, District | 504-330-3237 504-330-4262
president@stcharlesgov.net 985-240-0213 mclulee@stcharlesgov.net  dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net
Igordon@stcharlesgov.net
Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI
985-240-0172
bfisher@stcharlesgov.net

Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV
504-512-3355
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, DistrictV
504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Public Notice

Julia Fisher-Perrier
Councilwoman, District VIl
985-308-0366
jperrier@stcharlesgov.net

Beth Billings
Councilwoman, Division A
985-603-4068
bbillings@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,
Division B
985-240-0031
hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Public Notice

I, Daniel Deese, DOC# 590240, have
applied for clemency for my conviction
of Manslaughter. If you have any com-
ments, contact the Board of Pardons @
(225) 342-5421.

Publish: January 20, 27 and February 3,
2022

Public Notice

I, Earl Dorsey, have been convicted
of Forcible Rape (Attempted), Date of
Conviction: 11/29/1994. My address is:
353 S. Kinler St., Boutte, La. 70039

RACE: Black

SEX: Male

DOB: 09/02/1964
HGT:59”

WGT: 165

HAIR COLOR: Black
EYE COLOR: Black

PUBLISH: January 13 & 20, 2022

Public Notice

Public Notice

Publish on: January 20 & 27,2022

I, Ryan M Lindley, have been con-
victed of Indecent Behavior with Juve-
niles, Date of Conviction: 11/08/2021.
My address is: 207 E. Club Drive,, St.
Rose, Louisiana 70087

RACE: White

SEX: Male

DOB: 03/27/1993
HGT:58"

WGT: 160

HAIR COLOR: Brown
EYE COLOR: Blue

PUBLISH: January 20 and 27, 2022
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Public Notice

Publish on: January 20, 2022

Public Notice

Publish on: January 20,2022

Public Notice

Sheriff’s Sale

SHERIFF'S SALE
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Suit No: (45) 82684-E
Date: Thursday, January 6, 2022
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC
\S
GINADIAZ,ET AL
GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
PO.Box 426
HAHNVILLE, LA 70057
Parish of St. Charles
29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana
By virtue of and in obedience toa
Writ of FIERI FACIAS directed to me
by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT inand for the
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State
of Louisiana, dated: WEDNESDAY,
JULY 31,2019, in the above entitled
and numbered cause, I shall proceed
to sell at public auction at the principal
front door of the Courthouse of which
the Civil District Court of the Parish of
St. Charles is held on WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 23,2022, at 10:00 A.M., to
the last and highest bidder for cash, the
following described property; to wit:
A CERTAIN PIECE OR PORTION
OF GROUND, together with all the
buildings and improvements thereon,
and all of the rights, ways, privileges,
servitudes, appurtenances and
advantages thereunto belonging on in
anywise appertaining, situated in the
State of Louisiana, Parish of St. Charles,
in ORMOND COUNTRY CLUB
ESTATES, SECTIONYY, in square
bounded by Carriage Lane, Dunleiih
Drive, Parcel 10 and Stanton Hall Drive,
designated as Lot 7; said lot commences
354.17 feet from the corner of Carriage
Lane and Dunleith Drive, and measure
thence 56.27 feet front on Carriage
Lane, with a width in the rear of 92.98
feet, and a depth on its opposite sideline
near to Dunleith Drive of 189.99 feet,
and a depth on its opposite sideline
0f 172.11 feet; all in accordance with
& survey by Mandle Surveying, Inc.,
dated September 24, 1980, last redated
August 18,1983, copy of which in
annexed to Act No. 83902
And from the proceeds of said sale to
pay petitioner by preference overall
other claims, the sum of: TWO HUN-
DRED FORTY-SEVEN THOU-
SAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE
AND 28/ 100 ($247,651.28)
DOLLARS, along with interest and
attorneys fees and all other costs includ-
ing my own costs and charges.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF A
CASHIER'S CHECK DUE BY 2:00
PM. DAY OF THE SALE.
GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF &
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLISH ON: January 20, 2022
February 17,2022
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Jason R. Smith
1505 North 19gh Street
PO.Box 2867
Monroe, LA 71207-2867
318-388-1440
SCSO-CIV-209-0402

Sheriff’s Sale

SHERIFFS SALE
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Suit No: (45) 87655-E
Date: Friday, December 10,2021
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Vs
AMBROSE ESTAY
GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
PO.BOX 426
HAHNVILLE, LA. 70057
Parish of St. Charles
29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana

By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDI-
CIALDISTRICT COURT in and for
the PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State
of Louisiana, dated: WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 4, 2020, in the above entitled
and numbered cause, I shall proceed
to sell at public auction at the principal
front door of the Courthouse of which
the Civil District Court of the Parish of
St. Charles is held on WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 23,2022, at 10:00 A.M., to
the last and highest bidder for cash, the
following described property, to wit:

A CERTAIN LOT OF GROUND,
together with all the buildings and
improvements thereon, and all of the
rights, ways, servitudes, appurtenances
and advantages thereunto belonging
or in anywise appertaining, situated

in the Parish of St. Charles, State of
Louisiana, located in a portion of
Section 24, Township 13 South, Range
12 East, West of the Mississippi river, in
accordance with survey made by Adloe
Orr, Jr, CE, dated July 10, 1953,*said
lotis situated in that subdivision known
as LULING HEIGHTS SUBDIVI-
SION, SECTION A, St. Charles Parish,
Louisiana, part of the Lone Star Plan-
tation, and in accordance therewith
salid Luling Heights Subdivision is
bounded by River Road, adjacent to
the Mississippi River; the right of way
of the Texas and Pacific Railroad and
the southern boundary, the property of
T'T. Moore on its eastern boundary line
and the property of Louis Badalamenti
on ts western boundary line and in
accordance with said survey; said lot is
designated and measures as follows:
LOT NO. 28 is situated in the square
bounded by Barton Avenue, Celia
Drive, the right of way of the Texas and
Pacific Railroad, and the easterly edge
of the subdivision, said lot commences
ata distance of 165 feet from the corner
of Barton Avenue and Celia Drive,
measures thence 60 feet front on Celia
Drive, same width in the rear, by a
depth of 120 feet between equal and
parallel lines. All more fully shown by
survey of Ronald P. Bernard, Surveyor,
dated December 9, 1983. All as more
tully shown on the survey by Gilbert,
Kelly & Couturie, Inc., dated August 25,
1989; subject to restrictions, servitudes,
rights-of-way and outstanding mineral
rights of record affecting the propertv.
And from the proceeds of said sale

to pay petitioner by preference over

all other claims, the sum of: ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY-SEVEN
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
THIRTY-SEVEN AND 68/100
($127,837.68) DOLLARS, along

with interest and attorneys fees and all
other costs including my own costs and
charges.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF A
CASHIER'S CHECK DUE BY 2:00
PM, DAY OF THE SALE.

GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF &
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
ST. CHARLES PARISH

PUBLISH ON: January 20, 2022
February 17,2022

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFEF:
Candace A Courteau

1505 North 19th St. PO. Box 2867
Monroe, LA 71207-2867

(318) 388-1440
SCSO-CIV-209-0402

Sheriff’s Sale

SHERIFF'S SALE
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Suit No: (45) 89755-C
Date: Thursday, January 6, 2022
NATIONSTARMORTGAGELLC
D/B/A CHAMPION
MORTGAGE COMPANY
\'S
THE UNOPENED SUCCESSION
OF CLAUDIA
BROOKS MCGEE, (A/K/A CLAU-
DIA BROOKS,
CLAUDIA MCGEE)
GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
PO. Box 426
HAHNVILLE, LA 70057
Parish of St. Charles
29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana
By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT inand for the
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State of
Louisiana, dated: FRIDAY, NOVEM-
BER 5,2021, in the above entitled and
numbered cause, I shall proceed to sell
at public auction at the principal front
door of the Courthouse of which the
Civil District Court of the Parish of
St. Charles is held on WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 23,2022, at 10:00 A.M., to
the lastand highest bidder for cash, the
following described property to wit: %
"That certain piece or portion of
ground, together with all buildings
and improvements thereon, and all of
the rights, ways, privileges, servi-
tudes, appurtenances and advantages

thereunto belonging or in anywise
appertaining, situated in the Parish of
St. Charles, State of Louisiana, in that
subdivision known as Charlestown,
being a resubdivision of a portion of
Section 40, Lots X, 1, 2,3 & 18, Almedia
Plantation, Township 12 South, Range
9 East. According to a plan of subdivi-
sion prepared by J.J. Krebs & Sons, Inc,,
dated 4/12/71 and given final Parish
approval on 2/14/72, recorded in Map
File 7, records of St. Charles, Louisiana,
said piece or portion of ground is more
tully described as follows, to-wit:

Lot 40, all as more fully shown on
survey by J.J. Krebs & Sons, Inc., dated
3/10/72.

Which has the address of 101 West
Club Drive, St. Rose, LA 70087

And from the proceeds of said sale

to pay petitioner by preference over

all other claims, the sum of: ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY-NINE
THOUSAND FIVEHUNDRED
ELEVEN AND 39/100 ($129,511.39)
DOLLARS, along with interest and
attorneys fees and all other costs includ-
ing my own costs and

charges.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
SALE: CASH IN THE FORM OF A
CASHIER'S CHECK DUE BY 2:00
PM. DAY OF THE SALE.

GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF &
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
ST. CHARLES PARISH

PUBLISH ON: January 20, 2022
February 17,2022

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Penny M. Daigrepont

3510 N. Causeway Blvd, Suite 600
Metairie, LA 70002 504-831-7726
SCSO-CIV-209-0402



ST. CHARLES HERALD-GUIDE - JANUARY 20 - 26, 2022

3C

Public Notice

We are applying to the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff's Office for a permit to conduct
The 40th Annual Little Red Church
Food & Fun Festival at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Church in Destrehan, Louisiana
on April 29,30 and May 1, 2022 in the
Parish of St. Charles. We will be selling
beer and wine at this event. The times of
the festival are:

Friday, April 29th, 6:00 pm. till 10:00
pm.
Saturday, April 30th, 11:00 a.m. till 10:00
p.m.
Sunday, May 1st, 11:00 a.m. till 9:00 p.m.

Publish on: January 13 & 20,2022

Sheriff’s Sale

SHERIFFS SALE
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
Suit No: (45) 83077-D
Date: Thursday, December 2,2021
STANDARD MORTGAGE CORPO-
RATION
\S
JAMES DAVID MANCHESTER
GREG CHAMPAGNE, SHERIFF
PO. Box 426
HAHNVILLE, LA 70057
Parish of St. Charles
29th Judicial District Court
State of Louisiana
By virtue of and in obedience to a Writ
of SEIZURE AND SALE directed to
me by the Honorable 29TH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT inand for the
PARISH OF ST. CHARLES, State of
Louisiana, dated: TUESDAY, JULY
23,2019, in the above entitled and
numbered cause, I shall proceed to sell
at public auction at the principal front
door of the Courthouse of which the
Civil District Court of the Parish of
St. Charles is held on WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 26,2022, at 10:00 A.M., to
the last and highest bidder for cash, the
following described property; to wit:
ONE CERTAIN LOT OF GROUND,
together with all the buildings and
improvements thereon, situated in the
Parish of St, Charles, State of Louisiana,
in Square No, 31 of Ormond Country
Club Estates, Section 5, bounded by
Oakland Drive, Parlange Drive (on
three sides), and Waverly Place (side),
designated as Lot No. 1203, on a. survey
made by Gilbert, Kelly & Couturie, Inc.,
Surveyors, dated October 7, 1982 and
according thereto said lot commences
ata distance of 230 feet from the corner
of Oakland Drive and Parlange Drive,
measures thence 7 5 feet front on Oak-
land Drive, same width in the rear, by
adepth of 110 feet between equal and
parallel lines. All as more fully shown
onsurvey by Dading, Marques and
Associates, Inc., dated June 2, 1992.
And from the proceeds of said sale to
pay petitioner by preference over all
other claims, the sum of: ONE HUN-
DRED SEVENTY-NINE THOU-
SAND SIX HUNDRED EIGHTY-
ONEAND 26/100 ($179,681.26)
DOLLARS, along with interest and
attorneys fees and all other costs includ-
ing my own costs and charges.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
SALE. CASH IN THE FORM OF A
CASHIER'S CHECK DUE BY 2:00
PM. DAY OF THE SALE.
GREG CHAMPAGNE-SHERIFF &
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLISH ON: December 23, 2021
January 20, 2022
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
Fred]. Daigle
639 Loyola Ave, Ste 1800
New Orleans, LA 70113
504-522-8256
SCSO-CIV-209-0402

Public Notice
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Publish on: January 20,2022
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Publish on: January 20,2022

Public Notice
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Public Notice

Publish on: January 20,2022

Public Notice

Publish on: January 20,2022

Public Notice

Publish on: January 20,2022

Public Notice

We're the Heart of St. Charles Parish

To subscribe, call 985.758.2795 or visit www.heraldguide.com

- News - Local Contests
- Lifestyles - Sheriff Sales

- People - Real Estate

- Classifieds - Sports




