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All-you-can-eat crawfish
on tap at benefit cook-off

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

On Saturday the fourth annual St. Charles Parish
First Responders Crawfish Cook-Off will offer live mu-
sic, family fun and a plethora of boiled crawfish.

The event is born from inspiration sparked by the

event’s beneficiaries.

“Being an ER nurse, in the middle of everything

where all the departments have to come to us ... you
could see the teamwork, the camaraderie and the com-
mitment they have,” Natalie Robert Wright, a commit-
tee chair with the nonprofit organization One Team-
One Fight, said.

Wright said the first year that the event was held was
more of a thrown-together friendly competition than
an actual fundraising event, but because it was so suc-
cessful it got her thinking that it should be an annual
offering to the community and an opportunity to raise
money for worthy organizations.

The event raised more than $7,500 in its first year,
$15,000 in its second year and $18,000 in its third year.

“It’s going up in the right direction,” Wright said.
“From the feedback we've had, people love the area
because it’s all on grass and there’s plenty of shade. It’s
a very family friendly environment and it’s just a great
event for people to relax and unwind ... especially for
this year to get back to some normalcy.’

CRAWFISH on 5A

Photo courtesy KennyN Productions Photography
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Booster clubs
merge into 4

TURN to 4A

Off the canvas:
businessman’s
art fuels
comeback story

TURN to 4A

Netflix movie films at
Harry Hurst Middle School

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Many local Taylor Lautner fans
were surprised last week when the
actor posted an Instagram photo
of himself in front of a very famil-
iar background - the Harry Hurst
Middle School football field.

Lautner is just one of many actors
who will star in the upcoming Netflix
movie “Home Team,” which will
tackle the locally well-known story of
Sean Payton and bountygate.

Payton, who is vetting the proj-
ect himself and has already read the

MOVIE on 7A

Drumsticks or
Boneln
Chicken Thighs

Family Pack

991

Actor Taylor Lautner poses on the Harry Hurst football field.

COVID frontline worker
receives unexpected gift

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

A little more than two months ago,
Peter Woullard took his first steps in
approximately a year after being hos-
pitalized for months by a severe case
of COVID-19 early in the pandemic,
and while that news was good, he still
had - and has - much work ahead of
him.

As he continues to make progress,
he and his family have had to continue
to adjust to the realities of his current
situation. One such example came
earlier this year when his wife Patricia

COVID on 7A

THIS WEEK’S HOT BUYS!

We're Family Owned &
Operated Since 1964

Fresh French Bread
and Pistolettes
Baked Daily

L 3

/ SUPERMARKET

DEALS OF THE WEEK FOR JUNE 3 - 8, 2021 13413 Hwy. 90 - Boutte

Hot or Cold Grab and Go Meal Solutions Now Available!

Check us out online at
majoriasgrocery.com

Open: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm « Closed Sunday « (985) 785-2431 - www.majoriasgrocery.com

Peter Woullard rehabs after a severe case of COVID-19.

Crown Royal

Cocktails
3 Types
4 Pack

*12.99
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Louissa Skaikay passed away in April after battling an extremely rare brain disease.

Rare brain cancer claims
life of Destrehan woman

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

For well over a year, Louissa
Skaikay of Destrehan bravely bat-
tled against an extremely rare
brain disease.

On April 26, that fight ended in
tragedy. Skaikay passed away af-
ter it was found earlier this year
that the tumor in her brain had
grown, slightly but enough to put
pressure on nerves that caused

her to begin losing functions. She
was placed under hospice care
for two weeks before the illness
claimed her life.

Skaikay was diagnosed with
Diffuse Pontine Giloma (DPG) in
November of 2019, after endur-
ing bouts of neck pain for almost

CANCER on 7A

Des Allemands woman finds unexpected
bloom of ‘century’ cactus

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Fourteen years after she first planted it in
the front yard of her Des Allemands home,
Shannon Brooks walked outside of her home
on Good Friday and saw her Agave americana
- or “century plant” - in a way she never ex-
pected to see it.

It was beginning to bloom.

The evergreen perennial cactus plant draws
its nickname from the fact that it blooms just
once in its lifespan, and it can take an exceed-
ingly long time to bloom. The plant typically
lives between 10 and 30 years and the bloom

CACTUS on 8A

The“century plant”blooms just once in its lifespan, and lives between 10 to 30 years.
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USDA Boneless Center Cut
Pork Chops
Family Pack

$2.49/1b

Boneless
Shoulder Roast

$3.99/1b

La Select, Paul Piazza, or
Big Easy Gulf Shrimp
70t0 90 Count-11b

$6.99

Coke Sanderson Farm Bryan
Products Boneless Breast All Meat Wieners
2 Liters Family Pack 120z

3/$3.00 §$1.99/1bl 4/$5.00

French Market
Coffee
Bags or Cans

$3.99

Mountain King US Rotel Blue Bell
#1 Russet Potatoes Tomatoes Ice Cream
101b bag 100z Assorted Pints

$2.99 | 99¢ J255.00

Farm Fresh
Extra Large
Green Bell Peppers

2/$1.00

Renuzit Food Club
Air Fresheners Jumbo Biscuits
3 Ibs - All Types Assorted 8 Count

$9.99 99¢ 99¢
Hot Grab & Go Meals!

MONDAY Red Beans and Rice with Sausage
TUESDAY Hamburger Steak and Mac & Cheese
WEDNESDAY ..Italian

THURSDAY.......Fried Chicken

FRIDAY Fried Seafood

Manda
Smoked Sausage

No sales to dealers

Quantity rights reserved on sale items

Food Club
Drinking Water
24 pack

4/58.00

Watermaid or Mahatma

Rice
31b

$2.99

Food Club
Crackers
Salted or Unsalted - 16 oz

2/$3.00

Food Club
Evaporated Milk
120z

99¢

Pictsweet

Seasoning Blend
24 0z

2/54.00

Boneless Center Cut
Pork Loin Roast
(In VacBag)

$2 19/1b

USDA Boneless

Shoulder Steaks
Family Pack

$4.99/1b

Oscar Mayer Deli Fresh
Turkey, Chicken, or Ham

90z

$2.99

Bryan Deli Classics

Cotto Salami
(Store Sliced)

$3 99/Ib

Southern Deli Reserve

Swiss Cheese
(Store Sliced)

$6.99/1b

Jimmy Dean Pre-Cooked

Turkey Sausage Patties or

Links -9.6 0z

2/$7.00

Jimmy Dean Sliced Bacon

12 oz - Hickory or
Apple Wood Smoked

$3.99

Food Club

Half And Half
320z

$2.49

Ocean Mist
Crisp Romaine Hearts
3 pack

$2.99

13413 Hwy. 90 - Boutte

OPEN: Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday

(985) 785-2431 - www.majoriasgrocery.com
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Parish’s past front and center
through new history exhibit

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

St. Charles Parish has a rich
history, and for anyone interested
in learning more about what
came before, there’s a wide-open
window into that past at the St.
Charles Parish East Regional
Library.

A St. Charles Parish history
exhibit is on display at the
library, taking visitors on a
voyage through yesteryear via
old photographs, written articles
and other items showcasing the
events from which the parish
grew from. The exhibit depicts St.
Charles Parish life from 1807, when
it originally became a parish, to 1957.
The photos are grouped into categories
including travel, religious life, school,
business and social life.

The display comes via Destrehan
Plantation, which showcased the ex-
hibit at its recent Heritage Weekend
event. It is expected to remain at least
through the end of June and though it

The library exhibit depitcs the parish’s history from 1807 - 1957.

has only been up for a few days so far,
it's already garnered some significant
attention.

“It really catches your eye when
you walk in,” said Lauren Campo-Pitz,
assistant director of the St. Charles
Parish Library. “A number of people
have stopped by already and have been
really spending some time looking at

HISTORY on 7A

Parish’s seven booster clubs

merge into four

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

St. Charles Parish’s seven booster
clubs will consolidate down into four
going forward, as per a recent vote
by the parish’s Parks and Recreation
Department and Organized Team
Sports Committee.

The new clubs are divided evenly
with two on the parish’s East Bank
and two on its West Bank. The idea
behind the move is to bolster overall
participation, according to Parks and
Recreation Director Duane Foret.

The plan goes as follows: Norco,
Montz and New Sarpy residents will
be in the Norco Booster Club district.
Destrehan and St. Rose will fall under
the Destrehan Booster Club. On the
West Bank, Hahnville, Ama and Old
Luling residents will be in the Luling
Booster Club, while those hailing

BOOSTER CLUBS on 8A

The new clubs are divided evenly with two on the East Bank and
two on the West Bank.

GERMAN COAST
Farmers Market

Our German Coast Farmers’ Market will have it's 18th Anniversary Celebration on June
19th from 8 AM to 12 Noon at Ormond Plantation, 13786 River Road, Destrehan. We
will have face painting, a balloon twister, woodcarvers, a honey extraction by our vendor
Bees Are My Business, a cooking demonstration by Chef Richard Kiral, and a performance by
musician Kevin Gullage in addition to our market vendors. A variety of our food/produce
vendors accept SNAP benefits (see Market Match Program) and we also sell gift certificates.

Kevin

Gullage
SATURDAY | WEDNESDAY German Coast
8am-12noon | 1pm-6pm [Farmers’ Market
Ormond Plantation | West Bank Bridge Park is supported by and |
Destrehan Luling EROETR(ITANId R ig T United Way of St. Charles

Mason Dupre built a million-dollar clothing company, but after suffering a severe onset of bipolar disorder he dove into art.

Former businessman
finds self again through art

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

After climbing to the top of the world,
Mason Dupre lost almost everything.

By the age of 25, Dupre had built a
thriving, million-dollar clothing com-
pany, Woolly Threads. The Hahnville
High School alumnus and Bayou
Gauche native had a knack for busi-
ness and a vision for marketing, and in
a matter of a year a company that gen-
erated $24,000 in 2014 grew to $1.2 mil-
lion in 2015.

But what people didn’'t know when
they saw the outgoing Dupre was he
was going through a personal mental
health struggle, a severe onset of bi-
polar disorder, that ultimately drove
him away from the business world and,
in his own words, cost him just about
everything.

It was a hard fall, but it didn't break
him - and in the end, it may have
helped him find himself. Dupre has
left the business world to become
an artist, and today marks the open-
ing of his first major exhibition, to be
held through June 20 at 3701 Magazine
Street.

The theme of the show centers
around rebirth, breaking through a
dark patch and coming out of it on the
other side, “and feeling life again,” he
said. He hopes to use his new platform
to speak about his battle with mental
health and be an example of someone
who did not let it conquer him, and
emerged with a renewed hunger for
life.

“I had a mental break (in 2016),
Dupre said. “I was unhealthy. I went
through my onset with bipolar disorder

and it happened to coincide with
me having a very high-stress, high-
functioning job with a lot of moving
parts, employees to manage and the
business end to take care of”

He felt he needed to step back from
his business for the sake of his health.
But after leaving Woolly Threads, and
taking some mental health time, he
said he tried to rebound by returning
to the business world.

“I kind of did what a lot of people
tend to do and threw myself back into
a familiar situation,” he said. “Try to
do something I knew I could do and
jumped into another high-performing,
business atmosphere. That didn’t work
out”

This time, he understood he needed
a change. He admits it wasn’t an easy
process.

“It wasn't an overnight thing, he
said. “T had to take time for myself and
really decide what I wanted to do. It
was a matter of coming to grips with
what happiness and success looks like
for me moving forward. The business
thing didn’t work out, it was too stress-
ful. Thad to reevaluate”

He found that while there were ele-
ments of the business world he had to
get away from, there were also parts of
it he could take with him to another
career avenue: Dupre loves to create
things, and especially things for others
to enjoy.

A little less than two years ago, his
path took him to art, walking some of

ART on 8A
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CRAWFISH from 1A

All proceeds of the cook-off go to support the first responders of St. Charles Parish. The event will offer live music by Ryan Foret and Foret Tradition, along with all-you-can-eat crawfish.

All proceeds of the cook-off will go to support the first
responders of St. Charles Parish. Wright said the money
raised is split into three checks — one for the Sheriff
Office’s Fraternal Order of Police, one for the St. Charles
Parish Firemans Association and the last for the St.
Charles Parish Hospital’'s emergency medical unit.

Wright said this is the first year the event has had a
title sponsor, and thanked G. Smith Motorsports for
their generosity is filling that position.

“Local plants, businesses and political offices have

also been very supportive;” she said. “It’s just amazing
to see the support.

This year’s event will be held Saturday, June 5 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Monsanto Park in Luling. Live music by
Ryan Foret and Foret Tradition will available, as will a
shuttle bus for the public from the Community Center.

With admittance to the event comes all-you-can-eat
crawfish, hamburgers and hot dogs. Tickets at the door
for adults are $25, with children ages 6-12 entering for
$10.

Children under the age of six have free admittance.

Beverages and beer can be purchased, and no
outside food or drinks are allowed. Wright said the
family-friendly event will also feature a petting zoo,
face painting and bloodmobile.

For more information or for information on presale
tickets, contact Wright at 504-559-5643 or email onet-
eam.onefight2017@gmail.com.
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Sheriff’s Reports

Suspects are innocent until proved guilty in a court of law

Arrests

- Chad Ford, 32, of

685 Hooter Road

in Bridge City, was

arrested May 31 and

charged with posses-

sion of heroin, DWI,

possession of drug

paraphernalia, possession with intent
to distribute suboxone, possession
of Schedule Ill and legend drug im-
print (four counts).

* David Dennis, 39, of 22 Grigio Loop in
Laplace, was arrested May 28 and
charged with possession with intent
to distribute marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and speeding.

- Elaina White, 34, of 416 Camelia

Ave. In Laplace, was arrested May
30 and charged with possession of
marijuana — third and subsequent of-
fense, possession of oxycodone and
disturbing the peace.

* Anthony Taylor, 35, of

990 East Hoover St.

In Destrehan, was

arrested May 31 and

charged with neg-

ligent injuring and

aggravated assault

with a firearm. He had an attachment
(two counts).

- Alexis Hamilton, 23, of 57 D Brandon
Hall in Destrehan, was arrested May
30 and charged with domestic abuse
battery/child endangerment (two
counts). She had an attachment.

- Samuel Vinnett, 35, of

1439 L.B. Landry St.

In New Orleans, was

arrested May 31 and

charged with simple

robbery, domestic

abuse battery/se-

rious injury, violation of protective
order (two counts), simple criminal
damage to property, home invasion/
aggravated assault/battery and
domestic abuse battery with child
endangerment.

Paradis
Mini-Storage
Standard & Climate
Controlled
Parking Spaces for
R.V's & Boats

(985) 758-5858

GISCLAIR PROPERTIES

Hoses, Tailers & Trailer Spaces

THREE LOCATIONS

- Joshua Comardelle, 44, of 3942
Highway 90 in East Des Allemands,
was arrested May 28 and charged
with residential contractor fraud. He
had an attachment (four counts).

- Bijan Ebrahimpour, 28, of 228 Gum
Bayou Lane in Kenner, was arrested
May 30 and charged with disturbing
the peace, criminal mischief and sim-
ple burglary.

- Brandon Hogan, 26, of 44 Delores
Drive in Waggaman, was arrested
May 29 and charged with possession
of a firearm by convicted felon, viola-
tion of stop sign and possession of
marijuana.

William Bourgeois Jr.,

32, of 347 Historic

West Garyville, was

arrested May 24

and charged with

resisting an officer,

intentional litter-

ing prohibited and possession of
Schedule Il. He was a fugitive (two
counts).

* Corey Boyd, 31, of 16459 Highway
631 in Des Allemands, was arrested
May 24 and charged with simple
criminal damage to property and sec-
ond-degree battery.

- Justin Hudnall, 34, of 384 Longview
Drive in Destrehan, was arrested May
24 and charged with public intimida-
tion. He was a fugitive.

St. Rose

Mini-Storage

Norco
Self Storage

(504) 463-3363

Obituaries

Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy

publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Johnfroe

Meria Faith Comardelle Johnfroe, age 73, of
Grovetown, GA, native of Des Allemands, Louisiana,
entered into the eternal gates of heaven on April 21,
2021 with her family at her side. She is now dancing
at the feet of Jesus wearing her red high heels for the

first time.

She is preceded in death by her beloved son, Parrish

D’Vonne Johnfroe, Mother Beulah Comardelle, Father
Norris Comardelle, Sr., Sister Sylvia Eschete and
Brother Danny Comardelle, Sr.

Meria is survived by her loving husband of 55 years, Harold A. Johnfroe, Daughter
Crystal (Darrin) Gienger, Houma, LA, Sons Damien (Dawn) Johnfroe, Edgefield, SC
and Evans (Susie) White, Sr., Baxley, GA.

Grandchildren, Harley (Thorton) Sisson, Dalton Johnfroe, Parrish Gienger, Chloe’
Johnfroe, Evans White, Jr., Brandon White and Christina Cohea.

Great-grandchildren Mckenzie Sisson and Raelyn Sisson.

Meria lived up to her name, Faith, because she was a true woman of faith always
striving to please God. She lived by the words “Know ye not that they which run in
a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run that ye may obtain” 1 Corinthians
9:24. She was not able to run in this flesh body, but through her faith in Jesus she
has obtained the prize and runs in the heavens!!

A memorial service to celebrate her life for family and friends in Louisiana will be
held at on Sunday, June 6 at 2:00pm at First Baptist Church of Larose (105 W 16th

St., Larose, LA 70373).

Real Estate
Transactions

* 474 Spruce St. in Norco sold for $242,000 by Mark and Ana Babin to Darrin and

Meghan Post.

- 13323 Hwy. 90 in Boutte sold for $215,000 by A P S Plaza Il Inc. to Hong Vong

Ventures LTD.

- 221 Cove Pointe Drive in Luling sold for $369,505 by Reve Inc. to Jeffren Aviles and

Deborah Bueso.

» 332 Davis Drive in Luling sold for $215,000 by Corey and Lindsey Weeks to Rodney

Barraza.

- 303 Balboa Drive in Luling sold for $237,673 by Chad Strahler to Jennifer Hackett.
- 143 0ak Manor Lane in St. Rose sold for $402,000 by Allen and Laurie Dunn to

Stephen and Tonya Noell.

- 323 Sharon Ave. in Boutte sold for $125,000 by Roy Hu to Myron and Triniece Boyd.
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MOVIE from 1A

script, told ESPN that the movie will
dramatize the aftermath of his suspen-
sion in 2012. NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell suspended Payton as head
coach of the Saints for the entire season
after the team was accused of paying
bounties for injuring players on oppos-
ing teams.

Payton said “Home Team” will be
more about how he became the offen-
sive coach for his son Connor’s sixth
grade football team, the Warriors, dur-
ing that time.

Kevin James of Paul Blart: Mall Cop
and King of Queens fame will play
Payton in the film.

Stevie Crovetto, director of public in-
formation for St. Charles Parish Schools,
said the movie crew prepped the Harry
Hurst field for two days before filming
for one day at the location. At this time,

filming is complete at the site.

“In addition to the movie company
paying a rental fee, usage of school sys-
tem facilities brings a number of movie
industry professionals to the area which
helps to stimulate the local economy
and tax base;” Crovetto said. “We work
in partnership with parish government
and other entities to make St. Charles
Parish an attractive and accommodat-
ing place for movie projects”

Directed by Charles Kinnane and
Daniel Kinnane, “Home Team” will also
star Jackie Sandler, Gary Valentine, Tait
Blum, Maxwell Simkins, Jacob Perez,
Bryant Tardy, Manny Magnus, Liam
Kyle, Christopher Farrar, Merek Mastrov,
Isaiah Mustafa, Christopher Titone,
Ashley D. Kelley, Lavell Crawford, Allen
Covert, Anthony L. Fernandez and Jared
Sandler.

CANCER from 2A

a calendar year. Physicians believed it to
be muscle spasms, a pinched nerve and
minor arthritis at different points over
that span, but none of the treatments
directed to improving those ailments
seemed to land.

But two months before her emergency
room visit, her symptoms became more
intense, including nausea and vomiting,
An MRI did not provide an answer, and
she began physical therapy - she was
two weeks into that when she passed
out.

She underwent successful emergency
surgery to treat the immediate issue, but
days later came the diagnosis of DPG, a
brain cancer that occurs mostly in chil-
dren. There are just 600 cases a year, and
it’s estimated that just 100 of those cases
are in adults. An aggressive tumor was
the cause of Skaikay’s pain, and worse,
its location rendered it inoperable. It
was determined radiation treatment
could prolong her life, but not solve the
issue.

“It happened pretty quick ... I know
their family is pretty devastated, said
David Heymann, a close friend of
Skaikay and her husband, Yousef, who
has known Heymann since high school.
“Obviously, it's never something you
wanted to see happen, but as serious as
her condition was, I think they knew ...
even so, it’s hit everyone hard”

Heymann said hes exploring ways
to help Yousef and the couple’s three
children. In 2019, the family sought help
and treatment from a private clinic in
Houston - Yousef told the Herald-Guide
at the time the clinic was the only place
to that point that had given them hope
that Louissa’s situation was potentially
curable. But because those treatments
were classified as investigatory, it would
not be covered by insurance and all
funds would have to come out of pocket.

Yousef made a GoFundMe page (titled
Louissas battle against brain cancer)
at the time to help offset the cost, and
nearly 200 people donated to the family’s
cause.

“I'm not sure what direction to go in,’
Heymann said. “I'm sure the GoFundMe
is still up. But I just ... he’s such a good
guy. I know their family well and they’re
all great people. It's going to be hard
enough for him with three kids and I
want to do something to help, but I'm
not sure what. Maybe if people know
their story, someone could point me in
the right direction. I want to do some-
thing for him”

Heymann said it seemed Louissa’s
condition was improving last year, but
never to the point of remission.

“The tumor had gotten a bit smaller,
but it wasn't enough to make a signifi-
cant impact,” he said.

HISTORY from 4A

it. The photos can tell you so much and
there’s articles on a wide variety of top-
ics. So, we'e really happy to be able to
host it and share it with everyone”

Pitz said the partnership with
Destrehan Plantation came via the
library’s participation at Heritage
Weekend, where the library was promot-
ing its available resources to research
one’s family history.

“Rachel Allemand (Destrehan
Plantation’s heritage education coor-
dinator) said when the event was over,
it would be great to have the display
in one of our branches. People can get
historical information, see it through
pictures ... one thing I've learned from
working here is our community in St.
Charles Parish really loves local history.
Anything historic in this area, people
want to learn more about.

“(The  library and  Destrehan

Plantation) have a shared interest in
sharing that history with the people here
and making sure it’s easily accessible to
everyone.

The two also collaborated on the cre-
ation of the exhibit, as the library was
one site local residents could drop pho-
tos off to be included in the project.
Earlier this year, Destrehan Plantation
asked the public to participate by con-
tributing any photographs of people,
places and events in St. Charles Parish
that date prior to 1960.

It's the latest joint venture the li-
brary has entered into in order to share
the area’s history more widely and ef-
fectively. Last year, the library part-
nered with the St. Charles Museum and
Historical Association to promote the
launch of SCPHistory.org, a website
serving as a virtual museum showcasing
St. Charles Parish history.

COVID from 1A

posted a GoFundMe page
aimed at raising money
to renovate the bathroom
in their home to make
it more accessible for
Woullard - specifically to
install a walk-in shower
because he could not step
into their current tub.

Well, not so current,
as it turns out - a Good
Samaritan stepped in to
make that a reality for the
Woullard family. Larry
Closs, the CEO of Max
Home, became aware
of Woullard’s plight and
stepped in to help, offer-
ing to build the walk-in
shower completely free of
charge.

“They came by and (Closs) told me
he wanted to help. They did the bath-
room right there, that same day, said
Woullard. “Oh, I was real surprised. I
wasn't expecting any of that. They came
in and got it all done and finished, all in
aday’s work”

Woullard called it one of the high-
lights he’s experienced since being dis-
charged from the hospital.

“Besides walking and being able to
start doing some personal things on
my own, it was definitely one of the
best moments. I was so happy and ex-
cited,” Woullard said. “It felt really good
that someone stepped up to help me
like that. They didn’t have to. Just ...
I really just want to thank everyone
that’s stepped up to help us so much”

Last year, Woullard, 53, and his wife
were two of the many healthcare work-
ers to face what was an unknown,
scary situation on a daily basis — both
worked at St. Charles Parish Hospital,
Peter as a behavioral health unit tech-
nician and Patricia as an operating
room assistant. As such, both were reg-
ularly at risk to COVID exposure.

During a shift one afternoon, he fell
ill suddenly - and unexpectedly, as
Woullard arrived for work that day and
recorded a normal temperature upon
admission. But about two hours after
wrapping up work with a patient, he
began shivering. His temperature shot

Before and after photos of the newly renovated bathroom.

upward, and he was suffering from a
high-grade fever with a recording of
103.

It ultimately caused him to spend
nearly 30 days on a ventilator and
the better part of five months receiv-
ing care in different medical facilities.
Though he lived through the ordeal,
he lost function in his extremities and
had to relearn several day-to-day tasks
— the ability to talk, to eat on his own,
and has been in the process of learning
to walk again. He suffered nerve dam-
age throughout his body during his
COVID fight and recovery.

Through hours and hours of phys-
ical and occupational therapy, he’s
made steady improvements. He can
now stand without assistance, and he
says the focus right now is to regain his
strength.

“I'm working a lot on my upper body
strength with my arms as well,” he said.
“Everything’s progressing well. It’s tak-
ing a little time. Everything takes time”

His story got national attention, in-
cluding a feature on CNN. He said he
hopes his story has and will help others
understand the danger of COVID and
the importance of being vaccinated.

But, more than anything, he is
grateful.

“Thank God I wasn't one of the ones
who passed away, because I could
easily have been. I don't want people
to go through what I went through,
Woullard said.
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CACTUS from 2A

marks the end ofits life, so while it doesn't quite take 100 years,
a potential three-decade wait inspired its century moniker.

“I'was spending the day with family, and I came outside later
to start cleaning up when I saw this chute coming up the mid-
dle of it Brooks said. “I thought, ‘hey, wait a minute, that’s not
your normal chute’ and realized it was blooming. So now, it’s
probably 30 feet up, with all these little limbs and pods coming
off of it”

Brooks is quick to note she isn’'t a gardener - “T only plant
stuff I can't kill ... T don’t have a green thumb by any stretch,”
- and learned about the unique qualities of the plant through
the internet.

“I looked for pictures online and then started researching,’
she said. “Once I did that, I saw the bloom like the one this
plant has. But I never really thought I would see it with mine.
It was amazing to me. I thought it could take another 30 or 40
years.”

The plant forms large rosettes of green leaves that grow up to
six feet tall and 10 feet in diameter. Near the end of the century
plant’s life, the rosettes shoot a stout flowering stalk branched
near the top and up to 30 feet tall.

While the americana in its name refers to where the species
was first discovered, Brooks actually made her own discovery
of it while on a trip to Israel with a friend.

“When we got off the plane there, they were everywhere.
They're native to that climate;” Brooks said. “Two weeks after
we came home, (Brooks’ friend) showed up at my door and
had one for me. It was only about two feet high at the time. I
planted it and it’s been there ever since”

It has been something of a milestone marker for Brooks
at her Mitchell Lane home, as while she is a lifelong Des
Allemands resident and native, the plant has been at this resi-
dence almost as long as she has, as she planted it not long after
moving in.

That might seem somewhat bittersweet, then, that her time
with the plant displayed in her yard is coming to an end soon.
But actually, she said, it’s not all that heartbreaking - it is, after
all, a cactus.

“T actually thought at times about pulling it up, because it’s
so high-maintenance,” Brooks said. “It has these big spikes on
it, and they're razor sharp, big pointy needle spikes. So, when
the kids are playing, or we'e cutting the grass, wed always get
nicked. So, in a way I'm not sorry to see it go. I don’t think I'll
plant another, but it’s been a blessing to kind of experience the
whole journey with it and see it through”

That process isn't over. It will likely take another few weeks
to reach full bloom, Brooks said. Already, she said the bloom
has eclipsed any of the ones she saw in Israel.

“Ididn’t see any that were this size. Some of them had maybe
a 15-20-foot bloom coming up,” she said. “For this one, it
should take a bit longer to fully bloom ... from the pictures I
see, and the bushes that form on top of it, it looks like a whole
other tree up there. It’s such a strange, unusual plant”

BOOSTER CLUBS from 4A

from Paradis, Bayou Gauche and Des Allemands will be in the
Mimosa Booster Club district.

“The consolidation of the booster club structure will only
strengthen our programs, allowing our youth an opportunity
to participate in sports that they love. The St. Charles Parish
Department of Parks and Recreation’s mission is to provide
quality recreation programs, activities, parks, and facilities
that allow all residents to enhance their quality of life;” said
Foret.

Foret said the move has been discussed for a number of
years.

“We've talked about merging so we could be more consis-
tent in some of the areas of the parish where there isn't a lot
of growth going on,” Foret said. “Sometimes, that’s led to kids
being left out and left behind. We didn’t want that to happen.
This gives us the ability to make more teams and for all kids to
have a chance to participate, which is our ultimate goal”

The new structure will allow for more flexibility within each
area, to create more teams and therefore opportunities, Foret
said.

“You've had occasions where, if there’s not enough spots at a
club, other clubs and select teams may be too late or far along
in the process to bring in those kids and get them on their
teams, Foret said. “I know our administration wants to avoid
that scenario any way we can and allow as many kids as possi-
ble to be involved.”

He added the new process should help streamline the regis-
tration process for each club, and could boost clubs that have
been struggling by offering the opportunity to pull children
from different areas and expand their number of teams.

ART from 4A

Mason Dupre has found a way to express
himself concerning his mental health
struggle through art.

the same footsteps his mother
has as an artist herself. He
began creating new work and
developing different concepts
and techniques.

Through art, he found a
means to express himself
concerning  his mental
health struggle. While
communicating his thoughts
and feelings was rarely
difficult for him in most
respects throughout his life,
this was different. He found it
hard to verbalize his feelings,
and he said part of that came
down to fearing it would
become alabel upon him.

“It was something I
struggled with from the
beginning ... that if I let
people know what I was
going through, they were going to be looking for
it anytime things weren't going well. And that
wasn't a good thing. For a lot of people, they
had no idea what was happening, and because 1
have a lot of traits that go down the lines of what
a manic person looks like, being high energy
and things like that, they had no idea what was
happening until it was too late;” Dupre said. “It
doesn’t always look like sadness.

“Art became a very natural outlet for me. I think
I always had the capabilities, but it wasn't some-
thing I had really explored”’

It's something he explored in a roundabout way
when he was still with Woolly Threads, where he
would look through old magazines for advertise-
ments run by successful companies, going back
as far as the 1960s and 70s, and try to capture the
smaller elements of what made those ads suc-
cessful, be it a specific typeface or font shared
among several.

This feels right for him.

“Making people think and making people laugh
are my two highest priorities;” said Dupre, who
said his upcoming show has been in the works
for the past year, with cementing the venue rep-
resenting what was the final major hurdle. “It’s
something I think will be a totally immersive ex-
perience. For it to be here in New Orleans, just
a couple blocks from my home and close to my

friends and neighbors here, it’s really nice. To
have a chance to make a mark in my community
is something I'm really thankful for”

Dupre spoke with pride on one of the works
he'll be displaying, depicting what it is like to
wake up in a bad place and break through into a
good day.

“That’s the basis of the show; he said. “To break
out into that other side, have that rebirth and feel
life again - and to know you can be happy. That
it's something you not only deserve, but it’s possi-
ble. Those things all come into question through
your journey ... will this ever happen again, and
how is it going to be?”

He's broken away from the bad side and now
upon his very best day in awhile as he debuts his
show.

“It was tough,” he said. “I won’t say I wish it hap-
pened, but in a way it’s a blessing. It’s allowed me
to come to this place where 'm supposed to be.

Admission is free from 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and $10 per person on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights. Admission
is charged on the weekends to ensure social dis-
tancing guidelines and proceeds will go toward
the National Alliance on Mental Illness and lo-
cal mental health initiatives, including We Help
NOLA.



Sports

Destrehan alumnus Landon Marceaux has established himself atop the LSU rotation - and squarely in the sight of MLB executives.

LSU ace Marceaux leads
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Tigers into NCAA Tournament

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

As LSU prepares to be-
gin NCAA Tournament
play at the Eugene,
Oregon regional on
Friday, Landon Marceaux
will garner the same role
he was accustomed to
just a few years ago with
the Destrehan Wildcats:
staff ace.

If the Tigers are to send
retiring head coach Paul
Mainieri off in style this
season, with a deep post-
season run, theres little
doubt Marceaux will be a
critical ingredient toward
making it happen. LSU
has the second youngest
roster in the Southeastern
Conference, and its
pitching staff has been
damaged by injury, but
Marceaux has been a rock
for the team all season
long and among a group
of standouts who willed
the Tigers into the NCAA
tourney field as one of the
last at-large selections.

To reach the Super
Regionals, LSU must win
at least three games over

the next few days. The
Tigers begin play against
Gonzaga Friday at 9 p.m.
after going 34-22 this
season.

Regardless of what
happens in Oregon, how-
ever, 2021 will go down as
Marceaux’s signature sea-
son with the Tigers.

The right-handed ju-
nior emerged as the te-
am’s ace, finishing fourth
in the Southeastern
Conference in ERA (2.26)
while leading the league
in innings pitched (91.2)
and placing fifth in strike-
outs (107). At one point
this season, he went 33.2
innings without allow-
ing an earned run. He's
posted a WHIP of 1.09
and has a 6-5 record on
the mound.

At 60 and 179 lbs., it’s
not his size that’s impos-
ing on the mound, but
his competitiveness and
command over a deep ar-
senal of pitches — and like-
wise, it's why Marceaux
is a hot prospect for the

“A student of the game,
Marceaux understands how
to tunnel sequences to keep
hitters off balance ... exudes
pitchability ... (fastball) plays
up because of running action
and his ability to command it.”
— MLB.com draft outlook

MLB Draft.

At Destrehan,
Marceaux was a terror
for opposing lineups. His
ERA was just a shade over
1.00 for his career at the
school. The was named
District 7-5A Pitcher of
the Year after a dominat-
ing senior campaign. As a
junior, he posted a micro-
scopic WHIP (walks and
hits per inning pitched) of
0.76, and an ERA of 1.56.
He was a two-time All-
State selection. As a soph-
omore, he set the school’s
all-time record for ERA in
a season with a mark of
0.64in 2016.

His final numbers at
Destrehan saw him go
18-3 with three saves, 239
strikeouts, 31 walks and a
1.17 ERA in 168.1 innings
of play.

Marceaux also earned
a gold medal as a mem-
ber of the Team USA 18U
National Team.

He was drafted in the
37th round of the 2018
MLB Draft but elected to
fulfill his commitment to
LSU. Next time around,
that selection is expected
to be much higher.

THEY SAID IT

Destrehan head

baseball coach Chris Mire,
following Marceaux’s
signing with LSU during
his senior year: “I asked
someone where he was
going and they told me he
was headed to Destrehan.
I said, “Thank good-
ness .. It’s rare to see a
guy who can do what he
does at such a high level
at a young age. He came
into high school with a
ridiculous  understand-
ing of what it took to be a
pitcher at this level”

MLB.com draft out-
look: “One of the more
advanced high school
arms in the 2018 high
school class ... three years
later, he still exudes pitch-
ability (though) he lacks
‘wow’ velocity, and this
time around he should go
around the third or fourth
round.

“Best pitch s still asolid
upper 70s curveball with
downhill break ... he’s
added tick or two of veloc-
ity to his fastball, which
sits around 92 miles per

hour, touches 94, plays
up because of running
action and his ability to
command it .. he also
has a low 80s slider that’s
sometimes more effective
than his curve and a fad-
ing changeup with similar
velocity ... A student of
the game, Marceaux un-
derstands how to tunnel
sequences to keep hitters
off balance.”

Marceaux to
LSUSports.net on who in-
spires him: “T've done so
much research on Pedro
(Martinez) on how explo-
sive he was, how power-
ful he was. That was very,
very interesting to me.
We have similar bodies.
I'm not quite as explo-
sive as him. But, a lot of
my pitch grips mimic his.
That'’s where the studying
of the game was really fas-
cinating to me. Maddux
was more the mental
side. It was the mindset of
command over velocity,
changing speeds, keeping
hitters off balance”
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e STATE-OF-THE-ART PAINT BOOTH
e PAINT MIXING SYSTEM TO ACCURATELY MATCH COLORS
* FRAME & SUSPENSION REPAIR SYSTEM
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THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST

CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
90 MIMOSA AVE AT HWY. 90
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— - Library branches are dec-
orated and programming
[ ] is mapped out for this
summer’s library reading
kicks off summer reading

program.
Monique Roth Lifestyles Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

In-person events for all ages and twice weekly outdoor story time are just two
of the offerings of the St. Charles Parish Library’s 2021 summer reading program.

This year’s program theme is Tails and Tales, and Library Assistant Director
Lauren Campo Pitz said there will be plenty of animal-related fun all summer.

“All of our branches have really embraced the theme, and we really think when
people come in and they see how we've transformed the libraries it’'ll make them
happy,” she said.

Because decisions regarding summer reading program performers have to be
made months ahead of time, Pitz said that some performers who would typically
draw in a larger crowd will be offered virtually.

But as far as crafts and some speakers go, the library branches’ doors will be
open and employees are ready for in-person summer program fun.

“People will have to register so we can keep the numbers down and make sure
we have enough supplies for everyone,” she said, adding that the library system’s
employees are thrilled to be able to offer in-person programming this year after
the pandemic forced everything to be done virtually last year.

“It feels amazing;” she said of planning and executing this year’s in-person pro-
gramming. “It really feels great for all of us to know that people will be coming
in and coming in for events and coming in to check things out ... it feels like one
more step a little closer to normal. We are excited ... were super happy to see
more people in this summer.

Masks will be required for everyone 3 and older at all indoor events, and the
library branches will still offer Programs To Go - crafts or activities for children,
teens and adults that can be picked up from the library and completed at home
- every other week.

Pitz said readers of all ages are encouraged to sign up for the reading program,
and that prizes will be awarded to readers who complete 360 minutes of reading.
Grand prizes will also be given out.

For information on how to register for summer reading or to view an online
event calendar to register for events, visit www.myscpl.org/summer.
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Emma and Emilee Elizabeth enjoy pool time with
LA Heat are your state champs! Abel, Braxton and Dylan at the dirt car races at Pike County Speedway. their friend, Emersynn.

Emily Escobar enjoys a snoball. Billy Fahrig. Kadin Gaubert getting flags out for Memorial Day.  Gina Fahrig, Kadence Dufrene, Hannah Fahrig and Haize Hood.
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MEMORIES

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH 13386 US-90 - Boutte, LA - 985-785-8411

Peyton, Kieran and Sutton Brasher. Ruth Jurado enjoys some sun. Charlie and Emily outside while crabs and crawfish boil. (hanelle and Colette Duplessis.

Adams family of four. Jayson, Jayden and Adriana enjoy some watermelon. Easton by the bayou.
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BTN BT || St from our precious Savior. Don't disap-
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Matthew Jewell La Sandra Darenshourg Mary K. Clulee Dick Gibbs Nicky Dufrene Marilyn B. Bellock Bob Fisher Julia Fisher-Perrier

Parish President Gordon Councilwoman, District Il Councilman, District lll Councilman, District IV Councilwoman, DistrictV Councilman, District VI Councilwoman, District VIl

985-783-5000 Councilwoman, District | 504-330-3237 504-330-4262 504-512-3355 504-360-2025 985-240-0172 985-308-0366
president@stcharlesgov.net 985-240-0213 mclulee@stcharlesgov.net  dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net  ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net — mbellock@stcharlesgov.net  bfisher@stcharlesgov.net  jperrier@stcharlesgov.net

Igordon@stcharlesgov.net

Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice
Public Notice

Public Notice

Beth Billings Holly Fonseca
Councilman-At-Large, Councilwoman-At-Large,
Division A Division B
985-603-4068 985-240-0031

bbillings@stcharlesgov.net  hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Public Notice

“Anyone with information as to the
whereabouts of Angel Lejon Sharp,
also known as Angel Sharp-Madere,
please contact Jane Chauvin Law Firm,
LLC, 1904 Ormond Blvd, Ste. 203,
Destrehan, La. 70047 985-307-0281.
Important rights involved”

Publish: May 27 & June 3, 2021

Public Notice

“Anyone with information as to the
whereabouts of Tammy R. Veillon or
any heirs, successors, or assigns, contact
Loyd J. Bourgeois, Jr, Attorney 985-
240-9773.  IMPORTANT RIGHTS
INVOLVED!

Publish: May 27 & June 3, 2021

Public Notice

“‘Anyone with information as to the
whereabouts of Alicia M. Brown
please contact Jane Chauvin Law Firm,
LLC, 1904 Ormond Blvd, Ste. 203,
Destrehan, La. 70047 985-307-0281.
Important rights involved”

Publish: May 27 & June 3, 2021

Public Notice

Weare applying to the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff’s Office for a permit to conduct
the 2021 Des Allemands Blessing of
the Fleet Boat Blessing on Saturday,
June 26, 2021 at Bayou Des Allemands
in the Parish of St. Charles.

The times of the Event are:

Saturday, June 26, 2021 from
12:00pm - 3:00pm

Publish on June 3 & 10,2021
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YOUTHINK

HERAI.DAAGUIDE

Legal notice deadline s every
Friday at 3pm for the following week

legals@heraldguide.com

INPRINT
&ONLINE?

Every week we bring
you hometown news
and surrounding areas.

Receive web access on

ALL DEVICES, PLUS a copy
delivered weekly.

The Online Edition includes a page-by-page edition that readers
can subscribe to and access via the website, www.HeraldGuide.com.

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

HERALDMGUIDE
www.HeraldGuide.com or toll free 1.866.282.1498






