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8-week-old diagnhosed
with coronavirus
on road to recovery

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Luling hospital
stocked with
supplies

Elizabeth Gravois’ intuition as a
mother may have saved the life of her in-
fant daughter Olivia.

“Tknew something was wrong with her;
the Destrehan resident said. “T could just
tell in her eyes something was wrong””

Because Olivia seemed more tired
than normal, was not cooing or smiling
and was drinking her bottles extremely
fast - due to what Gravois now knows
was dehydration — Gravois decided she
needed to closely monitor her baby’s
temperature.

When she initially took Olivia's temper-
ature it was 99.2, a temperature their pe-
diatrician said was fine. Gravois figured
Olivia was having stomach issues due
to formula, but out of an abundance of

BABY on 5A

TURN to 10A

Mother pens
powerful obit
after son killed

TURN to 2A

COVID-19 creates added anxiety
for those more vulnerable

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Local restaurants striving
to stay afloat during pandemic

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

For the average person, COVID-19

The coronavirus pandemic
has changed the way people
shop, work and receive their
education. More recently, it
has changed something many
Louisiana residents hold dear
- the way they eat.

On March 16 Louisiana Gov.
John Bel Edwards changed the
way the whole state could eat
when he limited restaurants
to delivery, take out and drive-
through orders only in an effort to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19.

The move by Edwards, however
necessary, has forced many restau-
rant owners to cut staff and create

Dominique Doherty, of Taste of Tokyo in Destrehan, hands over a food order.

new systems for take-out and deliv-
ery services. The River Parish Tourist
Commission website features a list

RESTAURANTS on 6A

has affected just about every aspect of
day-to-day decision making, from the
biggest actions to the smallest. In these
times, most would rather not be wrong.

Some cannot afford to be.

The most severe cases of COVID-19
are often reported with something of
a disclaimer that the patient possesses
other significant health issues. Some
who fit into that category are especially
at risk, battling conditions that leave
their immune system compromised
and vulnerable. For those people, these
can be especially scary times.

“I know my overall immune system is
weak,” said Megan Hammitt, who was
diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the

age of 8. “Things that you see regularly,
a common cold or sickness, it can hit

VULNERABLE on 5A
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Teddy bear hunts bring neighborhoods
together while keeping people apart

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

A growing number of St.
Charles Parish residents
have found a new, creative
way to cope with social
distancing.

Theyre going hunting
- just not in the way that’s
typical for the outdoorsy
community.

“Bear hunts” are gain-
ing popularity as locals are
putting stuffed bears in the
windows or on the porches
of their home for families to
find - similar to an Easter
egg hunt, but with appro-
priate distancing. The ac-
tivity allows families to
go for car rides and walks
in their respective neigh-
borhoods in order to spot
the bears, and parents are
saying it's been boosting
morale, especially among
children.

The activity has been
coordinated over social media between
residents of several neighborhoods,
and participation seems to beget more
participation.

In Destrehan’s Ormond Estates neigh-
borhood, Nicole Smith of Destrehan is a
mother of two who lives across the street
from her sister, a mother of two, and a bit

Bear hunts are gaining popularity as locals are putting stuffed bears in windows and
on porches for children to find.

down the street from her brother, a father
of two. Smith’s siblings are each classified
as essential workers, so Smith, a teacher
at home during the state’s suspension of
school activities, watches all six children.
She learned of the bear hunt in her
neighborhood and said it seemed like a
BEAR HUNT on 7A

St. Rose mother pens powerful
obituary after her only child dies

from gun violence

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Deborah Wells sat down days af-
ter learning of her only child’s death
and penned an obituary that gives a
gut wrenching view on the lifestyle her
son chose to live and the violent way in
which his short life ended.

She hesitated to publish it, afraid she
may receive backlash for an obituary so
honest and non-typical. But if it could
reach just one person and give them mo-
tivation to change their life, she told her-
self, any backlash would be worth it.

Robert was murdered in February,
gunned down in the 2100 block of
Generes Drive in Harahan. According
to the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office,
he was sitting in a car in front of a house
where hed been living when he was shot
multiple times.

“His life ended almost instantly at 22
years old, alone in a car under a barrage

Deborah Wells with her son, Robert.

of gunfire,” Deborah wrote in her son’s
obituary. “All the fast money, cars and
‘things’ that seemingly were of impor-
tance to him, meant nothing at his
crossing.’

No arrests have been made in the case.

“Robert’s girlfriend called to tell me
GUN VIOLENCE on 7A

Crawfish prices tumble

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Crawfish prices had dropped to the
floor already this season - or at least
what was thought to be the case.

Things have changed greatly in the
past few weeks due to COVID-19, and
those prices have dropped again.

An abundance of crawfish likely
caused by an extended period of warmer
weather led to a low price point for the
consumer, with supply and demand in

the latter’s favor.
CRAWFISH on 6A
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Obituaries

Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy
publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Boatright

Travis Snell Boatright,
73, a native of Camden,
AR and a resident of
Paradis, LA passed away
on Tuesday, March 10,
2020 at home surrounded
by family and friends.

A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.

He is survived by his
wife, Pauline Halder-Boatright; step sons, Darrin
Mouton and Daniel Mouton (Sherry); step grandchil-
dren, Railey, lan and Mason and best friend, Luke
Jurisch.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Travis W.
and Jane Boatright.

Falgout Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Champagne
Retta Troxler

Champagne, 90 a native
of Hahnville, La., resi-
dent of Edgard, La. for
33 years, and resident of
Luling, La. for the past 36
years. Passed away on
Friday, March 27, 2020.

A private Mass of
Christian Burial will be
celebrated at Holy Rosary
Catholic Church with burial in Holy Rosary Cemetery.

Retta is survived by her children, RJ. Champagne,
Il, James E. Champagne, Sr. (Carla Williams),
Charlotte Champagne, Audrey (Benny) Raziano
and Tracy Rousselle (Jody Buras); daughter-in-law,
Michelle Champagne; 12 grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.

Retta was preceded in death by her husband,
Francis X. “Frankie” Champagne, Sr.; son, Francis
X. “Frankie, Jr.” Champagne, Jr.; brothers, Clifford,
Leonard, Merlin and Leander Troxler; sisters, Hilda
Brown and Elva Donnaud.

Retta was “MaMa Retta” to over 30 children who
she babysat for over the years.

A special thanks to Luling Living Center, Passages
Hospice and caregivers, Anna Zeller Thomassie,
Dianne Massey and Christine Dejean.

Falgout Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Estay

Carolyn Gisclair Estay,
79, a native of Westwego
and a resident of Paradis,
passed away on Monday,
March 23, 2020.

Private visitation will
be from 10:00 am until
11:00 am on Friday, March
27,2020 at Falgout
Funeral Home, Raceland,

LA. Religious services will be celebrated at 11:00
a.m. with burial to follow in Holy Savior Cemetery.

She is survived by her son, Alvin Estay, Jr. (Darlene);
daughters, Natalie Estay Gonzalez (Antonio) and Heidi
Lasserre (Robert); brother, Walter Gisclair; sisters,
Dorothy G. Santini, Geraldine Comardelle, Janet
Boudreaux, Judy Prewitt and Cynthia Trinks; grandchil-
dren, Byron, Chase and Joshua Estay, Antonio Jr., Jada
and Logan Gonzalez, Jonathan, Stacy and Brianna
Lasserre and great grandchildren, Byron Jr., Camron,
Landon, Amelia, Fisher, Ronald “Rae”, Alec, Alijah,
Logan Jr., Cambry, Antonio Ill, Sadie, Abigail, Autumn,
Harper, Bennett, Alexa, Teddy and one on the way,
Maeve.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Alvin J.
Estay, Sr.; children. Wanda and Phyllis Estay; parents,
Sidney and Edith Gisclair; brother, Earl Gisclair, Sr.;
sister, Stella Prejeant and grandson, Robert “R.J.”
Lasserre, Jr.

Falgout Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Robertson
Randy Paul Robertson,
a resident of Reserve,
passed away on Sunday,
March 15, 2020 at the
age of 44,
He is survived by his
wife, Kelly Robertson;
children, Bryce, Carolyn,
Brooklyn and Jordyn
Robertson; parents, Kevin
Robertson (Vanessa)
and Kathleen Bossier (Mike); sister, Kristy Robertson
Jones (Bruce); step-brothers, Brandon Breaud (Ginger)
and Clint Breaud; godchild, Kalleigh Jones; nephew,
Payton Jones and numerous nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his grandparents, Vance
and Beverly Robertson and George and Josephine
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Karrer; step-sister, Terilyn Poche; and nephew, Brett
Robertson.

Randy was a wonderful husband, father, son,
brother, uncle and friend. He loved with his whole
heart. He never met a stranger. He enjoyed serving
his community by working for St. John the Baptist
Parish Government the past 15 years. Randy was an
avid hunter, fisherman and shrimper. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

A visitation will be held for immediate family only.

In lieu of flowers please consider donations to the
family.

Rose Lynn Funeral Services has been entrusted in
handling his arrangements.

Somme’

Louis Eugene Somme’
I, a United States Air
Force veteran, passed
away peacefully at home
on Thursday, March 12,
2020 at the age of 69.
He was the son of the late
Julie Odile Picard Somme’
and Louis Eugene
Somme’ Jr. Survived by
son Brent Somme’, daughter Kandi Matherne (Kurt),
three grandchildren Brent Somme’ Jr., Briann and
Braden Matherne. Sister Catherine Dunlap (Scott),
brothers Peter Somme’, and John David Somme’,
two nieces Carson Hotard (Lance), Jessie Somme’
and one nephew Scott Dunlap (Christa). Preceded
in death by his parents and two grandsons Kurt
Matherne Jr. and Kaleb Matherne.

Funeral services will be announced at a later date.

St. Rose
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BABY from 1A

caution she spent that night checking her baby’s tempera-
ture every three hours.

By midnight, Olivia’s fever had reached 102.5.

“We packed up the bags and rushed to the hospital,” she
said. “By the time we made it to the hospital, she wasn't re-
sponding much and had a white foam around her mouth”

The family spent five hours in the emergency room, where
Olivia was given fluids and medication. A barrage of things
happened next, and Gravois described March 20 as the
worst night of her life: a blood draw, chest X-ray, spinal tap
and tests to rule out the flu, RSV and coronavirus were all
performed on Olivia.

As tests started to come back negative, Gravois was told
Olivia's chest X-ray was indicative of a viral infection. As
Olivia’s temperature started to respond to medication and
she was considered stable, she was admitted into the hospi-
tal, where she stayed under observation for 48 hours.

“Every time I tried to put her down she would scream
bloody murder,” Gravois said. “I have never seen this baby
act like this”

Gravois and her husband Brad were never able to be in
Olivia’s hospital room at the same time, but instead had to
take turns visiting their sick daughter.

During the hospitalization, Olivia remained extremely
congested.

“There were several times her breathing became so shal-
low that I would shake her to make sure she was still respon-
sive;” Gravois said. “It took about 24 hours for her fever to
come down and within 48 hours I was able to put her down
without her screaming’”

When Olivias coronavirus test came back positive,
Gravois said her family immediately self-quarantined. She
remains uncertain of where or when Olivia was exposed
to the virus, as all immediate contacts to her baby remain
healthy and asymptomatic.

Olivia continues to show improvement at home, and
Gravois said she is thankful for the exceptional care her
daughter received at the Ochsner Main Campus Hospital.

Olivia continues to show improvement at home.

Gravois shared her frightening story on her Facebook
page of how just how rapidly and intensely COVID-19 can
affect babies. The post, which has been shared over 700
times, serves as a cautionary tale.

“I know it’s hard to stay home quarantined, but we have
to protect our weakest parts of society ... our infants, those
immunocompromised, pregnant ladies, and especially the
elderly; she said. “Please take this seriously and stay home”

Gravois said she would encourage parents to closely mon-
itor their baby’s temperature and if something doesn’t seem
right to listen to your parental instincts and seek help.

“I'm so glad I did and didn’t wait until the next day to go
to the doctor;” she said. “All I can say is God is good and I am
so thankful”

VULNERABLE from 1A

you a little bit worse, but it also lengthens recovery time. So
my anxiety’s up.”

The Luling woman called herself lucky to be able to work
from home for the time being. She works as a patient and
provider advocate with Ochsner Health, and given her risk-
factor, her supervisors actually went to her first about it.

Type 1 diabetes is more severe than Type 2 diabetes, the
latter the far more common case. Type 1 cases mean the
body creates little to no insulin. It can make it very difficult
for the body to fight off even minor infections.

“I don’t chance it Hammitt said. “I stay at home, and my
husband goes to the grocery ... the kids may want to go out-
side or go with their friends, but I have to tell them ‘No, you
can't be around them because you don’'t know what they've
been around. There are a lot of what ifs”

That not knowing is perhaps the toughest thing to cope
with.

“You don't know when you'll get the OK.” she said. “When
can you start going back to normal life? Everyone is kind of
waiting for that ... but then, how safe is safe?”

For Rachel Giammolva, the anxiety comes from the fact
her son Luke, 7, could be at heightened risk. Like Hammitt,
Luke battles Type 1 diabetes.

Giammolva said Luke stays indoors and “is doing a lot
more schoolwork than hed like, probably;” while playing a lot
of Minecraft.

But it doesn’t mean it’s easy for her to keep peace of mind.
Her biggest fear is bringing the virus into her home after a
workday. That said, she’s taken an already cautious routine
up a few levels.

“I think I'm kind of already on more heightened alert than
almost anyone else would be. I've just been going to work
and coming home,” she said. “I've always been really careful,
but I'm even more diligent now. There hasn’t been any hug-
ging in the house, so that’s been kind of sad.

“It’s kind of strange for me in that when I go to work, I feel
that’s almost more normal for me now than when I'm at
home. At home, I start to panic sometimes ... did I wash ev-
erything from last night, things like that. But you just have to
keep it together and keep going”’
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RESTAURANTS from 1A

of all River Region restaurants that remain open. The list is
available at www.TasteTheRiverParishes.com, and RPTC
Executive Director Buddy Boe said supporting local eateries
has never been more important.

“These small business owners are the economic lifelines of
our local communities, and we must do everything we can
to provide them with critical financial support during these
challenging times, Boe said. “Whether it’s placing a curb-side
order, take-out or grabbing a gift card, please support our
small businesses.”

Managers and owners of local restaurants on the east and
west bank of St. Charles Parish said the closure of their din-
ing room is having major impacts on the bottom line of their
business.

Southern Latte Cafe Owner Randy Muller said because the
majority of his shop’s patrons are college students who come
in and study, the forced closure of his dining room meant a
significant financial loss.

“With most of our customers not able to come and sit, they
just stopped coming,” Muller said. “I would personally like to
thank our Parish President Matt Jewell for his endless efforts
to keep our parish safe ... Matt Jewell and his staff stopped in
to order take out and check on us”

Muller said he had to make the difficult decision to close
his restaurant until further notice in order to keep his cus-
tomers and employees safe.

Fatty Shack owner and chef Christian DiCarlo.

Herbert DeLeon, manager of Coffee & Norco, said business
has been much slower since the eat-in option has been taken
away.

“We have had to cut staff, add a second phone line for or-
ders and implemented a delivery system,” he said. “We have
had to adapt very quickly”

DeLeon said the eatery is now offering free delivery within
Norco and delivery to Montz, Destrehan and St. Rose for $3.
But even with recent hardships related to the pandemic,
DeLeon said Coffee & Norco has received an outpouring sup-
port from the community.

“Our family is from Destrehan, but Norco has been very
welcoming, and we view it as our second home,” he said.

Another eatery offering delivery is The Fatty Shack in
Luling. Manager Perry DiCarlo said the restaurant facilitates
orders via mobile app Waitr, but that delivery in the area and
to the local refineries, businesses or houses would be avail-
able if needed.

“We miss our daily customers who would come in, sit and

Sabrina DeLeon waits at the drive-through at Coffee & Norco.

enjoy lunch with us;” DiCarlo said. “We were a majority walk-
in style restaurant”’

He said the daily hot lunch specials have been suspended
because of a lag in business, but that all menu items are still
available, and he hopes to continue to remain open and ser-
vice the area.

Rosmarie Gainey, owner of Atchafalaya Seafood in Luling,
said business at her eatery has been greatly affected by the
pandemic. She wants to be able to continue to serve the com-
munity, but at the same time wants to keep her employees
safe.

“We closed for a few days to give our employees some down
time to get their households in order,;” Gainey said. “T would
like the community to be patient with us as we try to maneu-
ver through these unprecedented times.”

Viet Nguyen, owner of Cajun Kitchen Seafood & Poboys in
Boutte, said his restaurant has taken a huge financial hit with
the dining room closure.

While Nguyen said he is extremely grateful that the com-
munity is continuing to support the restaurant any way they
can, he is taking it day by day as to how long he can stay open.

“I'm not staying open for just myself, but really doing it for
my employees so that they can have a job,” he said. “There is
a very thin line that were straddling to either stay open or
forced to close’

He said the restaurant is offering a discount to essential
workers such as nurses, doctors, first responders, police, fire-
fighters and military, all of whom he called “true heroes.”

Taste of Tokyo Destrehan Manager April Ball said general
sales at the sushi restaurant have decreased, but that loyal
customers and a Lenten-related boost in Friday sales have
helped to keep the restaurant in business for the last two
weeks.

Ball said the restaurant has implemented safeguards for
staff and customers, such as only allowing one customer in
the restaurant at a time to pick up an order.

“Everyone has been great about it and completely coopera-
tive,” Ball said. “The management and staff want to thank our
community for their support during these scary and trying
times.”

Boe said in the weeks and months to come as life returns
to normal, it will be crucial that small businesses, especially
restaurants, have survived and can serve the community dur-
ing the recovery.

“Supporting restaurants now keeps people employed, bills
paid and ensures our favorite flavors are still around for gen-
erations to come,” he said. “The food of the River Parishes
smells just as good from six feet away, so take out, pick up and
eatlocal”

CRAWFISH from 2A

Live crawfish at The Seafood Pot in
Destrehan priced for $2.79 a pound live
and $4.25 boiled earlier this month,
down from respective marks of $2.99
and $4.79 in January, when Seafood Pot
manager Erik Donnaud called those
marks the lowest hed seen in 15 years
for that point in a crawfish season. For
those in the business, the trend was a
predictable one entering 2020, and one
expected to perhaps stretch the season
out longer than usual.

“I didn’t see this one coming, though,’
said Donnaud.

With the public exercising caution
and practicing social distancing mea-
sures, the price has been affected, drop-
ping significantly: at the Seafood Pot, the
price of live crawfish is down to $1.99 a
pound, while boiled is $3.99. For orders
of 10 pounds boiled, the price drops to
$3.50 a pound.

“I can remember it getting to $1.99 be-
fore, but always at the end of the season,
never this early into it. Especially this
early into Lent season,” Donnaud said.
“It usually comes down after Easter, and
I think it may bottom out even more at
that point”

Donnaud said demand “got shaky”
for a brief time with so much uncer-
tainty surrounding the ongoing virus
pandemic.

“It got to the point where if fishermen
wanted to fish, they had to come down
(on price) and help,” Donnaud said.
“And it’s helped a lot. We're not selling as
much, but we're still doing pretty good
for not letting people in the door”

Donnaud was referring to his store’s
safety measures in place, including curb-
side pickup (for boiled crawfish) and
drive through accommodations.

“(Drive through) was backed up to
River Road. We'e still trying to set up a
point of sale outside;” Donnaud said. “It’s
abig change. This is uncharted territory.”

The $3.50 sale price for 10 pounds or
more, Donnaud said, is as low as he can
ever remember for boiled crawfish.

The store has begun to see demand
tick upward again.

“Dropping the price was the right
thing to do,” he said. “I think people love
their crawfish and they want to enjoy
that by any means.”
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GUN VIOLENCE from 2A

he was shot, but still alive,;” Deborah said. “Within
minutes of the call while I was talking to the EMS, he
passed away.’

She had grown distant from her son over the past
year because of his lifestyle, and said most of their
conversations ended in an argument.

“I'would not allow him to move home while he was
living the way he was,” she said. “He refused rehab or
any counseling to help himself.’

All love was never lost between the two, however.

“Shortly before his murder, he had my name tat-
tooed on his arm,” Deborah said. “I never did see it,
but his girlfriend sent me a short video of it”

Several years ago, Deborah had Robert’s initials
tattooed across her heart.

She described Robert as a happy kid who got along
well with other children.

“Robert was a very sweet boy, Deborah said.
“Always obedient and eager to please us ... He loved
to draw, was very creative, and a great student””

The Wells family moved to St. Rose, where Deborah
still lives, after Hurricane Katrina. Deborah and
Robert’s father eventually divorced, and Robert
attended Albert Cammon Middle School and
Destrehan High School.

“After he began at Cammon, and our divorce,
Robert began to play us against one another]; she
said of herself and her ex-husband. “He began getting
in trouble and not doing what he was supposed to do
in the ninth grade ... I couldn’t trust him and he be-
gan stealing from me and taking my vehicle.”

In his obituary, Deborah wrote that her son “was
a wonderful, funny, intelligent, talented and com-
passionate young man until the false desires of fast
money and instant gratification lured him away from
the morals and ethics instilled in him from a young
age”

If she could speak to her son today, Deborah said
she would say “the same thing I always did - I love
you with all my heart son, but I don’t accept your life-
style. 'm always here to help you do the right thing,
whenever you're ready”

Robert’s obituary reads as follows:

“Robert Wells, III was born in St. Bernard Parish,
October 9, 1997 to Robert Wells, Jr. and Deborah
Wells.

He spent the years after Hurricane Katrina in the
St. Charles Parish area until his murder on Sunday,
February 16, 2020. As loving parents, we were not
prepared for the untimely, tragic death of our young
son.

He was a wonderful, funny, intelligent, talented
and compassionate young man until the false de-
sires of fast money and instant gratification lured
him away from the morals and ethics instilled in him
from a young age.

Tough love did not deter his mindset to stay in-
volved in the streets. We always hoped that one day
his parents’ love and commitment to him would pre-
vail and he would abandon that life. It did not.

His life ended almost instantly at 22 years old,
alone in a car under a barrage of gunfire. All the fast
money, cars and ‘things’ that seemingly were of im-
portance to him, meant nothing at his crossing.

We hope and pray that Robert never bestowed
this kind of senseless violence upon anyone else’s
child, and if this obituary can offer the opportunity
for another young person to realize the streets offer
nothing but heartache, pain, and ultimately death,
Robert’s life will not have been in vain. His pained
soul is now set free from all worldly desires.

Dear God, please take our son, the most precious
gift you could bestow upon us at his birth, back once
again as your Heavenly son. Lord, keep him in your
loving arms for eternity and, forgive us.

Robert was predeceased by his grandparents
Robert and Bertha Wells, Sr. and George H. Dupard,
Sr., Ingeborg Thurston (Richard). He leaves behind a
brother, Antonio, girlfriend Hailey, and many loving
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. There
will be no service for Robert. Instead we kindly ask
you to make a small donation in his name to any at-
risk youth programs. Until we meet again Son, you'll
forever be in our hearts.”

BEAR HUNT from 2A

great way to get out the house and
change of a potentially stale routine.

“The kids have all enjoyed it,” said
Smith, noting their ages range from
4 to 16. “The youngest loves to ride
on someone’s shoulders and scream
out, ‘bear!” The older ones enjoy
looking for bears and just being out-
side with one another. It breaks up
the monotony and gives us a pur-
pose and a bit of structure for our
outside time.”

Smith said her mother wanted
to participate but said she had no
bears in her house. The family found
some bear prints on the internet
and now she’s involved as well.

Bear hunting has a few positive,
unintended side effects.

“Were seeing people driving
slowly in their vehicles as people
look and find the bears. It's slowed
down the speed on our street,” Smith
said.

For  Brittany Hamilton of
Destrehan, her family of four -
and nearly five, as Hamilton is ex-
pecting - is also enjoying the new
experience.

“I was seeing many posts with
bears in the window, so I told our
kids who are 6 years old and 2 years
old to go find some bears to place
in our window; Hamilton said. “We
also have a large teddy bear that we
stuck on our porch bench”

Hamilton said it's represented a
chance for the community to stay
tight knit and get involved while
still maintaining distanced safety
measures.

“Regardless of age ... it gives the
kids something to do, but anyone
can get involved and enjoy them-
selves doing this;” Hamilton said.

Christy Jackson of Norco called
it a chance to push anxieties to the
side, if only for a little while.

“As we drove around looking for
bears, we saw people in their yards
and we waved, Jackson said. “For
some, we even stopped and told
them that we were on a bear hunt.
For older members of the commu-
nity, it is a small way for them to
make a big impact with the younger
community’

Mandy Royal of Norco learned
of the exercise after seeing a child’s
face excitedly pressed against the
window of a car passing by. She
called it a symbol of community
togetherness.

“When something happens in our
parish we tend to all come together,’
Royal said. “And to see that happen
in at least a few parishes still brings
atear to my eye. We may have to stay
six feet apart, but we still all stand
together”

« Immediate, daily access

and lifestyles stories

« Years of archived content
at your fingertips

« St. Charles Herald-Guide

What Do You Get?

to our news, features, sports

delivered to your mailbox weekly
« Digital edition delivered to your
inbox every Thursday morning

SUBSCRIBE
NOW!

Your subscription to the St. Charles Herald-Guide
brings you MORE news and information
about your parish than ever before!
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St. Charles Parish Hospital
treating 20 for coronavirus

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

St. Charles Parish Hospital is currently
treating over 20 patients for coronavirus,
and this week hospital CEO Terrell Neal
spoke candidly and confidently about the
state of affairs at the facility.

Neal said the 20 people being treated
include those who have received posi-
tive coronavirus tests, as well as patients
awaiting test results but who are pre-
sumed to have the virus based on their
symptoms.

“Physicians are treating symptoms, he
said. “The results of the testing provide
guidance on the need to isolate or quaran-
tine the patients”

Any coronavirus test given at St. Charles

There is no shortage of personal protection equipment as St. Charles Parish Hospital.

Parish Hospital is processed at Ochsner’s Jefferson
Parish location. Testing turnaround time has greatly im-
proved, Neal said, with the average test result now ready
in 24-48 hours.

There are no plans for the hospital to begin analyzing
its own tests. As a smaller facility it wouldn't be fiscally
responsible to establish all the processes necessary for it
happen, Neal said.

Additionally, the hospital has not been utilized as an
overflow facility for coronavirus patients from other
parishes, but Neal did not rule out that happening in the
future.

“It would depend on where the need was in the area,’
he said, explaining Ochsner has a regional referral pro-
gram in place which monitors the caseload numbers of
certain illnesses and needs and the capacity of each hos-
pital across the Ochsner system.

As one area or location gets overloaded, patients are
often sent to other facilities.

“Tt goes both ways,” Neal said, explaining patients be-
ing treated in St. Charles can also be sent other places if
there is a need. “We receive patients frequently into our
facility ... this was before the virus as well ... the process
has always been in place”

As far as the emergency room at the Luling hospital,
Neal said things are running as smoothly as possible.

“The team in the emergency room has done a really
good job of screening patients coming in to keep the rest
of our patients as safe as possible; he said. “Just because
this (pandemic) is going on, doesn’t mean other emer-
gencies aren’'t happening”

Patients entering the emergency room who have a
high fever or other tell-tale coronavirus symptoms are
quickly separated from the general waiting room area in
attempts to keep all patients as safe as possible.

An extremely positive report coming from the hospital
is there is no shortage of personal protective equipment,
such as masks or gowns.

“We get a daily update and we share that information
with our teams,” Neal said of PPE quantity counts. “We
started sending out daily updates to our teams of the fre-
quently used supplies”

The updates, Neal said, will hopefully ease any appre-
hensions the medical personnel may have about not be-
ing fully protected during shifts.

“Ochsner Health has been amazing with their supply
team to help secure PPE,” he said. “It’s really a blessing
to our hospital to be connected with a program that is
so efficient”

Up to this point, Neal said the Luling hospital has not
loaned, or been asked to loan, out any equipment to any
other site.

“We would look at our current and potential patients
and determine if we would potentially need it,” he said of
loaning out medical equipment. “If we would need it, we
would hold onto it”

Neal said if the hospital would have a low likelihood
of needing the equipment for immediate use, he would
have a hard time not loaning out equipment that could
help someone. He noted any equipment belonging to
the parish would have to be specially considered and a
fair market value would have to be charged.

Throughout the pandemic, Neal said he has seen a tre-
mendous outpouring of support from the community
- from people who have been volunteering to provide
meals and other support for the health care workers to
people offering to mow the lawns of medical personnel.

An outpouring of support is happening withing the
walls of the hospital as well, he said.

“It’s just been amazing to see the commitment and
compassion of our team”, he said. “Were busier now
than we usually are and to see everyone work together
to support each other is amazing ... I'm truly humbled to
be able to work with such an amazing group of people.”



Scott was defensive coordinator for DHS
in 2016-17, led Ehret to state semifinal

Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

The search for
Destrehan’s next head
football coach is over
- and a familiar face
returns.

John Ehret head coach
Marcus Scott was ap-
proved by the St. Charles
Parish School Board at
Wednesday night’s board
meeting as the successor
to the retiring Stephen
Robicheaux.

Scott, who served
as Destrehan’s defen-
sive coordinator under
Robicheaux in 2016 and
2017.Ehret went 20-5 over
Scott’s two years there, in-
cluding a Class 5A state
semifinal appearance.

He was one of nearly 30
applicants for the open
coaching position, in-
cluding several from out-
side the state. The field
was narrowed down after
two rounds of interviews

before the coaching
search committee came
to a decision.

“I am extremely hum-
bled and very excited,
Scott said. “Just think-
ing about so many peo-
ple, the great coaches
who have preceded me
at Destrehan ... I was for-
tunate to work for two
of those guys. Coach
Robicheaux and Coach
(Tim) Rebowe (at Nicholls
State). This is truly a
privilege.

“First and foremost, we
want to produce upstand-
ing members of our com-
munity. As coaches, were
here to help guide these
young men in these for-
mative years.

Robicheaux departed
after leading Destrehan
to the Class 5A cham-
pionship  game  last
season, that marking

Marcus Scott

the program’s fourth
Superdome appearance
during his tenure.

Scott  helped lead
Destrehan to a state semi-
final appearance in 2016
as the team’s defensive
coordinator. The Algiers
native left the Wildcats
to become head coach at
Ehret in 2018. Scott also
served as head coach of
West Jefferson from 2008
to 2013.

During his tenure
at West Jefferson High
School, Coach Scott won

two district titles and had
six playoff appearances.

Scott has also served
as a collegiate assistant,
formerly the defensive
backs coach at Nicholls
State. He previously also
coached at J.S. Clark,
B.F. Terry High School
in Texas and Jesuit High
School.

He moves closer to
home with the move as
well. He resides in St.
Charles Parish with his
wife Jarelle and three
children Jackson, 13,
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“Coach Scott brings a wealth of
football experience and knowl-
edge while also bringing strong
values and a commitment to
helping students succeed on and

off the field.”

— Destrehan High School Principal

Chandler, 9 and Ava, 6.

“We are excited to
have Coach Scott join
St. Charles Parish Public
Schools once again and
look forward to him be-
ing an ambassador for
Destrehan High School
and the community; said
St. Charles public schools
superintendent Dr. Ken
Oertling.

Destrehan  principal
Jason Madere said Scott
brings a special mix of
characteristics to the ta-
ble that appealed strongly
to search committee.

“Throughout this whole
process we were look-
ing for a high character
coach with lots of pas-
sion, high energy and the

Jason Madere

ability to develop student
athletes on and off the
football field; Madere
said. “Coach Scott will
do this while holding all
accountable and carry-
ing on the great tradi-
tions of Destrehan High
School like that those
have walked the sideline
before him, like Coach
(Chipper) Simon, Coach
(Tim) Rebowe and Coach
(Stephen) Robicheaux”
Bringing a stout defen-
sive background along
with him, Scott said he
wants the Wildcats' de-
fense to be one that plays
with great effort, tackles
soundly and creates turn-
overs to provide extra
chances for the offense.

TODAY’S ==

CAR CARE
COLLISION REPAIR SERVICES

oSTATE-OF-THE-ART PAINT BOOTH
*PAINT MIXING SYSTEM TO ACCURATELY MATCH COLORS
*FRAME & SUSPENSION REPAIR SYSTEM

TobAYSCARCARE.CcOM
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST

CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT

90 MIMOSA AVE AT HWY. 90

985-785-9510




Lifestyles

Luling teacher turns
mask production into

family affair

Monique Roth Lifestyles Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

An extensive fabric stash, live-in workforce and clear
schedule due to the coronavirus pandemic - Heather
Skiba already had everything she needed to make a
difference.

When Heather saw a mask pattern posted on
Facebook, she reached out to a neighbor who is a nurse
before she started sewing to make sure the masks were
really needed.

“When she replied to my text, she said she was crying
because when I texted she was in adoration praying for
a solution to the lack of PPE,” Skiba said.

So Skiba, a 3rd-5th grade math instructional coach
at Luling Elementary, started sewing. She enlisted the
help of her husband, Ed Skiba, 16-year-old daughter
Madalyn, 9 year-old-son Joseph and 8-year-old daugh-
ter Marigny.

So far, they've sewn over 290 masks.

“My mom, Kathleen McCrary, sewed her whole life
and she taught me a thing or two,” Heather said. “The
masks are very easy to sew ... although I can sew, I
much prefer cross stitch and embroidery ... I have
joked about monogramming the masks.”

Heather and her family have gifted the masks to a va-
riety of people, with many sent to neighbors and friends
who are essential workers and medical professionals.

“These are the true heroes,” she said. “They are put-
ting their lives at risk to save others and I have the ut-
most respect for not just healthcare professionals but
for all of the workers in the hospitals that help to keep
them running’’

A batch of 50 masks was sent to a Louisiana National

Heather Skiba and her family are making masks for
essential workers and medical professionals.

Guard unit working to distribute supplies in Baton
Rouge, and Heather said she is sending batches of 10
at a time to a nursing home with 200 residents. Some
masks have also gone to friends who are immunocom-
promised and are concerned about going to the store
and leaving their houses.

Skiba said everyone in the family has a job and
pitches in to make the masks.

Her husband Ed cuts the fabric into rectangles and
cuts wire for the top layer. The rectangles are sewn
right sides together by her daughter Marigny, who then
flips the pieces right side out so that they can be ironed.
Daughter Madalyn irons the three creases in the fab-
ric pieces, which assists in sewing the pleats. Heather
then sews the pleats into the two pieces and sews the
back and front layers together attaching the elastic and
across the bottom to form the pocket. Madalyn then
trims the extra threads, and Joseph cuts the elastic the
correct length.

Each mask has four layers of fabric and features a
pocket for placing a filter. Wire is sewn into the top
layer, which helps with molding the mask to the face
and keeping it in place without gapping open.

“The kids are learning many things,” Heather said.
“They know that we will always help anyone when we
can ... and when you have a talent, then you must use it
for good and share with others.”

Heather has been sewing her way through her exten-
sive fabric stash, which is comprised of fabric she has
collected over the years and fabric she inherited after
her mother’s passing.
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“So, as far as fabric goes, I have been well stocked,’
she said. “T have had many donations from friends and
neighbors of elastic and thread”

Some people have donated elastic they had at home,
while others have ordered elastic and shipped it to her.

“Others have given monetary donations that I have
used to purchase elastic,” she said. “This has been the
greatest need because elastic is sold out most places”

She said the masks are made with either 1/4” or 1/8”
elastic.

“This past week when my husband was having shop
class with the kids and showing them how to take apart
an engine, he was talking about standard and met-
ric measurement,” she said. “This gave me the idea to
search for 3mm elastic rather than the 1/8” elastic that
was sold out everywhere online”

In doing so, she found 3mm elastic cord in stock from
a company in Canada.

As for the wire, Ed’s grandfather worked for a furni-
ture company and he had a large roll of picture wire
that he has been saving for many years.

“It was one of those things you keep because you
know you'll find a use for it one day, Heather said.
“Well, we have found its purpose”

Heather said she and her family will continue to
make masks for as long as they are needed.

“T hope that the factories are able to catch up to the
increased need sooner rather than later, but as long as
there is a need I'm happy to help,” she said. “It keeps ev-
eryone busy and many hands make light work”

REGINA H.
ALLEMAND

Licensed in state of Louisiana
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Hayden and Quinn ready for their afternoon stroll. Easton Vollenweider shows off his crab. Emily Escobar is always in pajamas. Arabella’s first time in the pool.

Olivia learns to ride her two wheel bike. Lynli and Luke Dufrene. Margaret Mire takes a walk on the levee. Gavin enjoys the weekend crabbing.

Herald- Guide EREE{GHE CKINGRER EE{GHE CKSBIEREEIGIE
acepook

MEMORIES

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page.
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide

Sponsored by THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH 13386 US-90 - Boutte, LA - 985-785-8411

Liam loves spending time outside during this quarantine. Hayden Rousse enjoys sitting up by himself.

Brentley is ready for some crawfish.

Elijah Schmaltz enjoys a Sunday nap. Kieran Brasher helps his dad build a gate.

Avary, atrue bayou girl, isn't afraid of anything. Mason Adams spreads cheer through art. Aria trying to live her best life by the pool.
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SERVICE, MERCHANDISE,
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE,
NOTICES, PET NOTICES,

LOST & FOUND ADS!
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Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday - CALL: 985-758-2795 - Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Commercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word |

ROBINSON LAWN SERVICE
Cutting, Edging and Trimming.

AVON BOTTLES FOR SALE:
985-758-2363

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.com

ACTIVE LAW FIRM IN HAHN-
VILLE, LA Announces an open-
ing for a long term, motivated, ad-
ministrative assistant/bookkeeper.
We offer competitive compensation

Serving St. Charles Parish. Free Bush HOggin
Quotes 504-717-0478 (up to 100 acres
« Industrial Plant Maintenance
" « Concrete Crack & Haul
Uolce Lessgns « Lots cleared & maintained
« Bobcat Service - debris haul
Graduute Of « Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
HIR « Licensed Chemical Spray
The Juilliard school RN
See results after the first lesson Industrial.C ol
lustrial-Commerci;
985'7 22'07 7 8 Residential
Steve 504-554-9570

MIKE’S

Place Your
Service,
Employment,

based on experience, with room to
grow, in addition to offering a 401K
profit sharing plant after 3 years.
Please email your resume, salary
expectation, availability and cover
letter to jennifer@lemmonlawfirm.
com

Boat, Car,
Garage Sale
Ad Here
985-758-2795

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,
Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco

We do it all from the

ground up.

Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured!

For Estimates Gall
504-812-8629

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ROOFING
& REPAIRS

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996

(504) 415-6988
Mike Dunn

Xterior

Remodeling

« REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS

« PATIO COVERS

« SCREEN ENCLOSURES
+ SUN & GLASS ROOMS
« SEAMLESS GUTTERS

« SIDING & SOFFIT
AND FASCIA

« INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING

« PRESSURE WASHING
« DOOR REPLACEMENT

@

MATTHEW A. FROEBA
DESTREHAN, LA 70047
(504) 388-8273

Place Your Employment Ad Here

985-758-2795

SENIOR CITIZENS
20% DISGOUNT

EVERY THURSDAY

| Prayers il Pravers
|
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Now accepting applications for position of:

Teachers of Primary Grades (PreK-3)
Positions for 2020-2021 School Year at Various Locations

HOly Splrlt Application Deadline: Until positions are filled
View position notice on the school district’s website:
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

Are you satisfied with your Soul and Spirit?

Are you content with your

everyday walk of life? ST. CHARLES PARISH

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of:

If not, ask God to give you a double portion
of His Holy Spirit and he will Baptise you
and take you in. He did it for me and he can
do it for you. You must desire and ask him
for that. After the filling of the Holy spirit he

shall give you more power to witness for him

Teachers of Elementary School
Positions for 2020-2021 School Year at Various Locations

Application Deadline: Until positions are filled

View position notice on the school district’s website:

and to help others as you Work and VVOI‘Shlp www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

him. Don’t be afraid of the works of the
Holy Spirit, it is a Blessing, God will give you

ST. CHARLES PARISH
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Now accepting applications for position of:

gifts of the Spirit to edify his presence in you.

You will never be the same .You will be and

will feel like a new person in Christ Jesus our

Lord. Ask God to Baptise you with his Spirit
and he shall.

Amen

&inamatﬁm”——

Teachers of Middle or High School
Positions for 2020-2021 School Year
at Various Locations and Content Areas

Application Deadline: Until positions are filled

View position notice on the school district’s website:
www.stcharles.k12.la.us or call (985)785-3110

PLACEYOUR
CLASSIFIEDAD
FORLESSTHAN
YOUTHINK

St. Charles Social Concerns

Thrift Shop
1601 Paul Maillard Road, Luling, LA
Open 9 - 3:45 8 Mon - Sat o en

985-758-2795
or ydunn@lasmag.com

HERALDA‘HGUIDE
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Leg

ST. CHARLES PARISH PUBLIC NOTICES

Matthew Jewell La Sandra Darenshourg Mary K. Clulee Dick Gibbs Nicky Dufrene Marilyn B. Bellock Bob Fisher Julia Fisher-Perrier Wendy Benedetto Holly Fonseca
Parish President Gordon Councilwoman, District Il Councilman, District lll Councilman, District IV Councilwoman, DistrictV Councilman, District VI Councilwoman, District VIl Councilwoman-At-Large, Councilwoman-At-Large,
985-783-5000 Councilwoman, District | 985-308-1690 985-307-0182 985-783-5000 504-360-2025 985-783-5000 985-308-0366 Division A Division B
president@stcharlesgov.net 985-783-5000 mclulee@stcharlesgov.net  dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net  ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net — mbellock@stcharlesgov.net  bfisher@stcharlesgov.net  jperrier@stcharlesgov.net 985-307-0350 985-783-5000
Igordon@stcharlesgov.net whenedetto@stcharlesgov.net  hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net
Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice

Publish April 2,2020

Public Notice

Publish April 2,2020

Public Notice

Public Notice

‘ANYONE KNOWING  THE
WHEREABOUTS OF THE HEIRS

OF DIANNE VINNETT A/K/A DI- :
ANEEDMOND VINNETT - PLEASE Legal notice
CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE MR .
SALVATORE G. LOVECCHIO AT- deadline
TORNEY-AT-LAW, IN PERSON: 943 - o
PAUL MAILLARD ROAD, LULING, is every Friday

LOUISIANA, BY MAIL: PO. BOX 423,
BOUTTE, LA 70039 OR PHONE 985-
785-7788. IMPORTANT PROPERTY

at 3pm for the
RIGHT INVOLVED! following week
Publish March 26 & April 2,2020 legals@heraldguide.com
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Public Notice

$2.99 i

Become a member

and get FULLweb access
on all your smart devices
and our monthly

print magazine

IO maG

W

(

VISIT. WWW.LOUISIANASPORTSMAN.COM /SUBSCRIBE
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BECOMEA
VMIEMBER!

Your subscription to the St. Charles Herald-Guide brings you
MORE news and information about your parish than ever before!

f A

What Do You Get?

- Immediate, daily access to our news, features,
sports and lifestyles stories

- Years of archived content at your fingertips

« St. Charles Herald-Guide
delivered to your mailbox weekly

- Customize the news you want delivered to your
inbox, whether it's the latest features about
your neighbors, crime updates or Hahnville and
Destrehan athletics

- Digital edition delivered to your inbox every
Thursday morning

$2 09 9 lli/\E(l)qNTH

VISIT: WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM /SUBSCRIBE




