
Doc Pilotte’s son, Th omas, was overwhelmed with ex-
citement when he saw the cars rolling down the street.

“He was having trouble dealing with his quarantine 
birthday plans and this made his day,” Pilotte said. “We 
are so appreciative of how thoughtful our neighbors 
were … we are a very close neighborhood and always 
seem to rally together.” 

Th omas’ birthday parade was organized largely in 
part by Mandy Leach Young, who stumbled upon a 
video on Facebook of a birthday parade in a diff erent 
state.

“With school closed and children unable to have 
parties due to the quarantine, their neighborhood 
organized drive-by parades to help children cele-
brate their special day,” Young said. “Th e birthday 
boy was ecstatic that he got his own birthday pa-
rade, and it made me wonder if there were children 
in our own neighborhood who may appreciate a 
drive by parade of their own.”

Young, who lives in Luling’s Willowdale 
Subdivision, and Breanne Hudson posted to a 
few neighborhood Facebook pages to see if any-
one would be interested in the parade idea. Families 
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In what he calls “one 
of the most interesting 
endurance battles” of his 
life, Luling native Jarvis 
Lewis is home resting 
from weeks of sickness 
and a four-day hospital 
stay due to coronavirus.

“I’ve been able to trace 
the symptoms back to 
around March 20,” the 
former St. Charles Parish 
councilman said this 
week. “It began with some 
headaches.”

Headaches are com-
mon for Lewis, so he 

initially overlooked them. 
When they lasted multi-
ple days, however, Lewis 
called his primary care 

physician. Because of 
high pollen counts and 
the location of the head-
aches, Lewis received a 
sinus-related diagnosis 
and medication. 

When symptoms be-
came unbearable and 
breathing had become 
complicated on March 
23, Lewis drove himself to 
a coronavirus testing site. 
With his car’s air condi-
tioner set to 69 degrees, 
Lewis said he started to 

Leigh Landry remembers her step-
brother Troy Champion as perhaps the 
most laid back person she’d ever known, 
but also someone she could count on to 
be there for her in any time of need — be 
it major or minor. 

It’s why she can’t help but become emo-
tional when she speaks about who he 
was. Champion, a Paradis native, passed 
away late last month at the age of 34 due 
to complications from coronavirus. 

Champion lived in Paradis his entire 
life until moving to New Orleans in 2013, 
where he bartended for a living. He felt 
a kinship with the city, Landry said, and 

Former council member 
recovering from coronavirus

34-year-old remembered after 
passing away from coronavirus
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Jarvis Lewis recovers at home.
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Birthday parades 
bring joy to kids 
in quarantine

Ensley Dyess celebrates Jessica Schayot’s birthday 
during a recent birthday parade.
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Hahnville High School head football coach Nick 
Saltaformaggio has resigned from his position, as he 
has accepted the open head football coaching posi-
tion at Holy Cross.

Saltaformaggio, a Holy Cross alumnus, has headed 
the Hahnville program for the past six seasons, having 
led the Tigers to two district championships and one 
state runner-up finish, the Tigers reaching the Class 
5A state championship game in 2017.

His departure marks the second of the parish’s two 
prep head football coaches to move on and comes one 
week after the St. Charles Parish school district tabbed 

After navigating the turbulent, uncer-
tain waters wrought by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, St. Charles Parish Public 
Schools will be able to continue supply-
ing free meals for its students following a 
pair of interruptions. 

Originally structured as a daily pickup 
service to ensure food security for stu-
dents during the ongoing statewide clo-
sure of schools, the district’s Grab and 
Go meals program will now be held each 

Classes at Tiger Rock Martial 
Arts gym in Destrehan may 
not be able to assemble as 
usual, but school is in session 
nonetheless. 

Social distancing measures 
have all but halted most ath-
letic pursuits, as well as nu-
merous hobbies outside of 
the sports world. But with a 
boost from modern technol-
ogy — and a well-timed sugges-
tion from a University of New 
Orleans professor with insight 
into the matter — the martial 
arts students at the Destrehan 
gym are still refining their 

discipline.
Virtual classes have been 

held for much of the past 
month online, via the video-
conferencing app Zoom, which 
utilizes video conferencing al-
lowing students to see their 
instructors, and just as im-
portantly, instructors to see 
their students and hear their 
feedback.

William Cothren began 
his martial arts training in 
1987 and owns Tiger Rock in 
Destrehan, as well as locations 

Hahnville head football coach resigns

Free meals program resumes 
for once a week pickup

Destrehan martial arts  
school turns to technology  
to provide normalcy

Students and instructors use Zoom to connect at Tiger Rock Martial Arts gym.

Nick Saltaformaggio talks to his team during the season.

Dr. Ken Oertling assits with food distribution.
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A 47-year-old woman was arrested 
this week on suspicion that she set fire 
to her Luling home before the blaze 
subsequently spread to neighboring 
residences. 

T a m m y 
Veillon, of 107 
Gassen St., 
was arrested 
Sunday March 
29 on charges 
of aggravated 
arson and 
possession of 
methamphet-
amine. The fire 
is under in-
vestigation by 
the Louisiana 
State Fire Marshal.

According to the St. Charles Parish 
Sheriff ’s Office, one of the two neighbor-
ing residences that caught fire was occu-
pied, but those inside were able to safely 
escape. 

The incident took place just before 
2:45 a.m. Sunday according to the Fire 
Marshal’s Office, which also noted the 
two occupants who escaped without 
harm were 69 and 70 years old, respec-
tively. Fire Marshal deputies determined 
the fire began in Veillon’s home near her 
living room couch, and that the fire was 
intentionally set. A witness told investi-
gators one of the occupants of one of the 
other affected homes unsuccessfully at-
tempted to stop the fire from spreading 
to their home. 

Veillon admitted to setting the couch 
on fire, according to the Fire Marshal’s 
Office, as well as other items in and out-
side of her home. She said she did so out 
of anger that she did not have electricity, 
according to the Fire Marshal. 

Veillon was treated at a medical facil-
ity for burns suffered during the incident 
prior to her booking. 

Luling woman  
arrested for arson 
after fire set to 
home spreads to 
two others
Ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

Tammy Veillon

Easter Sunday will be completely dif-
ferent this year for most people, with 
coronavirus social distancing protocol 
prohibiting church services and large 
family gatherings. In the absence of tra-
ditional events, one local church is or-
ganizing a unique way to experience the 
message of Easter.

 St. Charles United Methodist Church 
member and leader Susan Meyer re-
cently had an idea for the community 
to celebrate Easter collectively even 
though no one can gather in their re-
spective churches. 

“We want to invite the whole commu-
nity, regardless of church or denomina-
tion, to join us in making homemade ‘He 
is Risen’ signs to blanket the area with 
the Good News on Easter Sunday morn-
ing,” Rev. Michelle Harris said. “The idea 
is to create your sign, take pics of you 
making it, post it online or invite friends 
through email and we all put our signs 
out together on Easter Sunday when we 
wake up.”

The idea is similar to the teddy bear 
and Easter Egg hunts neighborhoods 
have been having, Harris said, where 
people can view things from their car or 
by walking around.

“In a time of despair, we can still know 
the power of Jesus, even when we can’t 
worship in the same building,” Meyer 
said. “Easter is this celebration, because 

He is risen.”
Harris thinks the signs will be a way to 

share the gospel in a fun way for people 
of all ages, and said she hopes families 
have something new and encouraging to 
experience through this event.  

“We envision people of all ages and 
families of all sizes taking a stroll, riding 
bikes and walking the dogs while being 
surrounded by an Easter art show of en-
couragement and hope,” she said.  

Organizers said they’d love for the 
idea to catch on and take off across St. 
Charles Parish and beyond. 

“It’s important now more than ever for 
people to know they are not alone and 
for all of us to find hope in these diffi-
cult and scary times,” Harris said. “With 
such limited options for entertainment 
and variety, having a special project can 
give us a sense of purpose and meaning 
… even more than that, connecting with 
others throughout our neighborhoods 
during this time of isolation can give us 
all that sense of community that we all 
long for these days.”  

Church member Shandi Anderson 
agrees. 

“It means a lot to our family to share 
the best news of all - Jesus lives,” she said. 
“It is especially important at this point 
in history to remember that Jesus is here 
and we are not alone.”

Community asked to  
celebrate Easter with 
special signs 

Thomas Kokemore is ready to place his sign in his yard.

Susan Meyer holds up her sign.

Monique Roth Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

(L-R) Alyssa, Brock, Alexis, Cameron and Joe Fonte.
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Mini-Storage

Norco 
Self Storage

THREE LOCATIONS

(504) 463-3363
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American Idol is keeping our Faith.
This week, Destrehan native Faith 

Becnel secured a spot as a top 20 con-
testant on American Idol, which means 
she’ll advance into the next round of the 
singing competition show. 

“Apart from what is shown on TV, liv-
ing and experiencing this incredible 
journey is something a girl can dream 
of and something I will always remem-
ber,” Becnel posted to her Facebook page 
Monday. “I cannot wait for my journey to 
continue in top 20 … I hope I make you 
all proud.”

A previously taped show aired last 
week in which Becnel performed in front 
of a live crowd in Hawaii. Becnel, 20, 
sang “Ain’t Nobody” by Chaka and Rufus 
Khan.

Becnel appeared in front of musical 
star judges Luke Bryan, Katy Perry and 
Lionel Richie in the episode to learn 
whether she would be advancing in the 
show. 

“I was definitely concerned, but it 
was an exciting and thrilling moment to 
have a chat with the judges face to face,” 
Becnel said in an interview this week. “I 
did feel confident and comfortable with 
how I performed … I knew I was in my 
element with the band and the crowd.”

Becnel said she was excited to get the 
judges feedback on her performance.

“The reason why we’re so invested in 
you is you’re intriguing, fun, you reel us 
in with that personality … you’re in our 
top 20,” Bryan told Becnel on screen. 

Becnel said she feels blessed to be fea-
tured on this season of the show, which 
has been modified because of the cur-
rent coronavirus pandemic. The net-
work is working on alternative plans 
for the show’s upcoming live telecasts, 
which are traditionally taped in front of 
a large studio audience.

“I feel blessed to be going through it 
right now … it’s super cool to be a part 
of a unique time on American Idol,” she 
said. “It’s much different than how the 
show usually is … there’s more people 
watching and more people involved … I 
appreciate the support and can’t wait to 
continue.”

A two-part special, “American Idol: 
This Is Me,” will air at 7 p.m. Sunday, 
April 12 and Sunday, April 19. Faith said 
the special episodes will give the audi-
ence a deeper look at each contestant, 
as well as feature past Idol performances 
not previously aired. 
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American Idol top 20 contestant
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FaithBecnel performs on American Idol.
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Obituaries
Send your obituary announcements to obits@heraldguide.com for speedy 
publication in the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s print and Internet editions.

Howes 
Joseph Edwin Howes passed away peacefully at his 

home in Luling, on March 24, 2020 at the age of 90. 
He was born on December 10, 1929 in Ponchatoula, 
LA to his parents; Henry and Katie Boyce Howes. He 
was the devoted husband of Peggy Adams Howes 
just shy of 69 years, together they created a loving 
family with five children. Father of Sharon K. Howes 
(late Dean Hagen), Wade E. Howes (Peggy), June H. 
Polivick (Stan), Billy J. Howes (Theresa) and Regina 
H. Allemand (Norbert). Grandfather of Bryan, Brad, 
Bruce, Bart, Glenn and Beth Howes, Brian Dufrene, 
Matthew and Andrew Allemand, Katie H. Jacobson and 
Tina H. Nelson. Great-grandfather of Parker, Logan, 
Ciara, Shelby, Kolby, Cullen, Emily, Braden, Samantha, 
Brianna, Brennon, the late Logan, Alyssa, Conner, 
Gracin, Mila, Alexis, Elizabeth and Joseph. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents and his siblings; Richard 
Howes and Hallie “Sis” Perrin. 

Joe’s ability to make you laugh and his loving nature 
will be missed by all of those who knew and love him.

He was a long time resident of Luling.  A founding pa-
rishioner of Holy Family Catholic Church where he was known as the singing Usher. 
Joe was a Third degree knight of KC Council 9933 of which he enjoyed being of 
service to others. He was a member of the Busy Bees.  

Joe had a ball bowling with the St. Charles Senior Bowling league. As part of the 
Crazy Pins team, they won many awards, but he mostly treasured the friendships. 

A running score tab was kept between Joe and his Bride of a perpetual card 
game.  He enjoyed the rivalry with her and anyone else who might drop by for a 
round of cards.  He enjoyed trips to the casino and the crab buffets.  He was a 
farmer at heart.  He raised cattle and chickens for years - and kept a garden until 
now.  Joe was proud of his harvest, he enjoyed sharing with family, friends and his 
wonderful neighbors.

Joe loved to dance.  He had many moves that his children and grandchildren im-
itate often.  But clear the way to the dance floor when his favorite song “Blueberry 
Hill” came on, he and his wife were first ones there.      

He proudly served in the United States Coast Guard from 1950 till 1953.
Joseph had many accomplishments in his life, but he was most proud of his fam-

ily and the love they all shared. 
Due to the pandemic, the family had a private Mass of Christian Burial on 

Monday, March 30, 2020 at Holy Family Catholic Church. 
Family & Friends were encouraged to join them for a “Live Stream” of the service 

to honor Joe’s life.  
 In lieu of flowers, Donations can be made in Joseph Howes’ name to:  Holy 

Family Life Center Building Fund. www.holyfamilychurchluling.com
 Enjoy a link to Joe’s 90th Birthday celebration @ 
 https://allemandent-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/matt/

ETfZdyC1_hlOu5umwbNvLLMBZMyOjNShAlHWh1iROsSKIQ?e=v8QyUd
 To leave a shared memory for the family, visit www.HCAlexander.com.

birthdays from 1A

immediately started responding.
So far, six children’s birthdays have 

been celebrated in four different pa-
rades within the neighborhood. 

Young said parade riders met in a 
parking lot before caravanning out to 
the birthday child’s house. To ensure 
the safety of everyone, participants 
were asked to stay in their vehicle be-
fore the parade. 

Some parade riders decorated their 
cars with balloons, while others made 
homemade signs. 
Around 20 cars have 
participated in each 
parade.

“As we passed by the 
birthday child’s house, 
we honked, waved 
signs and shouted 
our birthday wishes,” 
Young said. “The 
birthday child initially 
looked a little shocked 
and confused, but it 
didn’t take them long 
to figure out that this 
long line of cars was 
there just for them 
… we saw enormous 
smiles.”

Andi Knox’s triplets 
– Kallen, Emma and 
Ava – were three chil-
dren one of the birth-
day parades celebrated. Knox said the 
parade was the highlight of their day.

Melissa Brezinsky agreed. She said 
her daughter, Jessica, was so surprised 
and excited to see a huge parade just 
for her.

“Our community really came to-
gether in this trying time,” Brezinsky 
said, “and we will never forget.”

Young said she hopes her own chil-
dren – Max, Ben and Lucy – learn some 
important life lessons through the pro-
cess of organizing the parades.

“I think in a busy world it is easy to 
forget how small, unexpected gestures 
can mean so much to those around us,” 
Young said. “I want my children to real-
ize it’s important to take care of those 
around you, and this was an easy way 
for them to participate in caring for 
those in our community.” 

Christina Verrette and her family are 
new to the neighborhood, and her son 
Ethan had a parade to celebrate his 
birthday.

“It literally made my heart smile,” 
Verrette said. “I loved seeing his reac-
tion and it was amazing that people we 
didn’t even really know were putting 
forth the effort to show up and make 
our boy’s day as special as they could.”

Verrette said the parade gave her a 
renewed sense of hope in humanity 

and community. 
“His reaction both during and af-

terward was something we will never 
forget … absolutely priceless,” she said. 
“It was a truly priceless moment and 
memory he will always have.”

Verrette said the parade is the part 
of this year she hopes Ethan always 
remembers, “not that there was a 
scary virus, or that we were all stuck at 
home, or that his birthday and Easter 
family gatherings were canceled ... 
but that he had friends and neighbors 
show up to support him and that he 
was safe, loved and celebrated no mat-
ter what.” 

Young said she would plan more 
parades if needed, and that she was 
overwhelmed with how many people 
jumped on board to make the parades 
happen.

Ethan Verrette during his birthday parade.
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saltaformaggio from 2A

Marcus Scott, formerly head coach of 
John Ehret, to fill the shoes of the retiring 
Stephen Robicheaux at Destrehan.

“It came together in about 48 hours,” 
said Saltaformaggio. “It was just too 
much to pass up. I love Holy Cross and I 
love Hahnville. I was torn, but this was a 
family decision I had to make.”

Saltaformaggio said proximity to home 
and the chance to see his grandsons grow 
up, potentially as future Crusader stu-
dents, weighed heavily.

“For 39 years, every coaching decision 
I’ve made was for myself first and my 
family second,” he said. “This time, it was 
time for me to put (his wife) Sharon, my 
grandsons, my family first.”

Hahnville went 55-23 in 
Saltaformaggio’s tenure, including a 9-3 
mark last season. The Tigers started 
2019 8-0, won a share of the District 7-5A 
championship and won a first round 
playoff game against Chalmette, where 
Saltaformaggio served as head coach in 
the early 2000s.

The Tigers’ run last season ended in 
round two at the hands of Zachary, a 21-
19 loss on the road that came in agoniz-
ing – and controversial – fashion, when 
an apparent game-winning field goal by 
Hahnville’s Tate White was negated by a 
holding penalty on what was thought to 
be the game’s final snap. A second field 
goal attempt fell no good.

“In six years, we managed to win 55 
games, go to the state championship 
game and win two district champion-
ships,” Saltaformaggio said. “I think we 
took a program that was something of a 
sleeping giant and turned things for the 
better. The thing I’ll miss the most is the 
locker room and the kids. I may not have 
always been the most understood guy 
there, but I think the kids did understand 
what we were out to accomplish.”

One of the toughest parts of his depar-
ture was the lack of opportunity to say 
goodbye in person to his players, in light 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

“It was terrible,” Saltaformaggio said. 
“I’ve never been great with technology 
and I guess that came back to bite me ... 
it’s tough on both ends. I probably won’t 
have the opportunity to tell my Hahnville 
family goodbye in person, and I probably 
won’t have the chance until who knows 
when to tell my Holy Cross family hello in 
person. It’s just the time we’re living in, I 

guess.”
He succeeds Guy LeCompte as head 

of the Crusaders program. LeCompte re-
signed from the post in early March after 
going 11-10 in two years with the school, 
going on to accept the head coaching po-
sition at Country Day.

Saltaformaggio graduated from Holy 
Cross in 1977, 14 years after the school’s 
last state football championship.

“I was at their gym for a basketball 
game and I looked up at that banner,” 
Saltaformaggio recalled. “1963. I was star-
ing at it and it dawned on me ... almost 
two generations of people have gone by 
since Holy Cross was at that level. It kind 
of stuck with me and ate at me a little bit. 
And it’s like ... you start thinking, I’m a 
football coach. I’m not a fan in the stands. 
I can do something.”

When Saltaformaggio took the 
Hahnville position six years ago, he said 
it was his dream job. Even as he departed 
Wednesday, he held firm to that.

“I know what I’m leaving behind,” 
Saltaformaggio said. “I know I have great 
assistant coaches at Hahnville and a 
great support system there. I hope in my 
six years there I represented it well.”

There was only one job, he says, he’d 
have ever left for.

“It was the only one,” Saltaformaggio 
said. “The only one. Every year it seems 
like someone says I’m going somewhere. 
But this was the one.”

Saltaformaggio left HHS to coach Holy Cross.

martial arts from 2A

in Houma and Thibodaux. 
“It’s really nice to have something to focus on outside of all the craziness 

happening right now,” Cothren said. “That’s the biggest reason I wanted to do 
this. It adds some normalcy into these kids lives.”

Cothren said the thought of closing down operations left him “kind of de-
pressed.” His wife Gianna, a longtime professor at UNO, offered a potential 
solution. 

“She said ‘why not use Zoom?’” Cothren said. “She teaches all her classes 
using Zoom. I brought it to corporate and said, ‘hey, this is what we need to 
do.’ We kind of got into it immediately, not long after they started saying you 
can’t gather in big groups, 25 people, then 10, then instructions to stay six 
feet apart. 

“This way, we can reach out to our students and give them a good class, 
but also get their feedback and work with them. We have a signal for them to 
be able to ask questions, and I can turn on their microphone right there. I’ve 
been doing 30 minute individual meetings as well, maybe when someone’s 
having an issue (with a certain lesson point). I’ll work with our 4-5 year old 
students, then ju-
niors, teens and 
adults.”

He said students 
and their parents 
have indicated the 
classes have repre-
sented a welcome 
activity to enjoy on a 
regular basis. 

“It’s given them a 
chance to take part 
in something, after 
being inside all day, 
to  look forward to,” 
Cothren said. “These 
kids really look for-
ward to it. I think their parents do too. One thing I’ve noticed is the parents 
are actively participating with them, helping them out when they run into a 
trouble spot and helping them hone their skills. So they’ve been part of the 
discipline too, and that’s a really positive thing.”

For Cothren himself, it’s just as welcome. He recalls a conversation he had 
with his wife more than 20 years ago, when he saw the passion she had for 
her work. Cothren worked for Entergy at the time, but his passion was mar-
tial arts – it was all he talked about, he said. She suggested he go all in and 
leave his position at the time to open up a school. After some convincing, he 
did just that. 

The chance to continue teaching during the coronavirus pandemic is 
something he’s cherished. Like his students, it allows him to feel like things 
are normal.

“I come into my school every day, clean it, do my paperwork and then wait 
to conduct my classes,” he said. “My schedule hasn’t really changed.”

The biggest adjustment, he says, has been not having the true “hands on” 
experience of having students right there with him – in terms of maintaining 
structure and discipline, a home environment can be a bit more relaxed – 
students prone to cutting up at the gym site are more prone to doing so at 
home in many cases.

“I try to not let that interfere with the way I want my class to go, but it’s 
probably the biggest adjustment,” he said. 

But he’s thrilled to have the chance to make those adjustments at all. 
“Whether it’s one student or 30, I’m conducting my class, and they’re get-

ting the attention each of them deserve,” he said. 

Students, and even their parents, have become involved in the online classes.

sweat profusely on the ride to the site. When the per-
son administering the test took Lewis’ temperature, it 
clocked in at 102. 

His symptoms progressed all week. Lewis made ad-
ditional telemed visits with nurses and doctors, all the 
while awaiting his official diagnosis from the testing 
site.

On March 26, Lewis went to get a chest x-ray at the 
urging of his primary care practitioner. Because the 
x-ray site and his doctor are different health networks, 
getting the x-ray’s results to his doctor became an issue. 
As his symptoms continued to worsen, Lewis talked to 
an ER doctor who was able view the x-ray.  

The x-ray was clear. 
“The doctor told me it would blow over,” Lewis said of 

his persistent symptoms.
As he continued to reach out for help, Lewis talked to 

another doctor who urged him to go to a hospital.
“He said not to wait through the night,” Lewis said. “I 

live on the fifth floor of my apartment building and the 
elevator was out so I was nervous to have to take the 
stairs … I had to walk up the stairs earlier that day and 
it was torture … it almost took me out.” 

By the time he made it into the hospital, Lewis said he 

couldn’t breathe at all. His oxygen levels registered so 
low the nurses wouldn’t let him walk to the bathroom.

Another x-ray and a CT scan were ordered at the 
emergency room, and results were completely different 
from the one taken 24 hours before.  

“Every doctor that I spoke to was comfortable to say 
the symptoms I was having was related to the virus,” 
Lewis said. “They had seen enough to look at the x-ray 
and CT scan and say it was coronavirus.”

Lewis said the team of three doctors immediately de-
vised a treatment plan for his symptoms.

“They created a level of comfort that made it easy to 
take their recommendations blindly,” Lewis said. “They 
told me, ‘We can’t let you go home like this’ and I told 
them I wouldn’t argue.”

By the morning of March 28, Lewis was in a hospital 
room. Although he was not able to have visitors at the 
hospital, he had regular communication with family 
and friends the entire time.

“At this point I had been locked in an apartment be-
cause I had been feeling bad and I didn’t want to put 
anyone at risk,” he said. “So I was used to being alone.”

Lewis said Touro’s nursing staff and doctors did ev-
erything they could to make sure he was comfortable 

during his four day stay. 
“I’ve been reminded of the power of positive thinking 

and the importance of keeping the faith,” Lewis said. 
“When people found out I was in the hospital I got a ton 
of calls, text and social media messages.” 

Lewis tried his best to respond to the inquiries with 
photos. 

“I wanted people to see it was me,” he said. “I was 
alert and I was going to fight no matter what happened 
and I wanted people to see that I was smiling and know 
it was genuine.” 

Lewis was able to avoid vent use during his hospi-
talization. He was told to quarantine at home until he 
went seven days without a symptom, and then to use a 
mask for 14 days after that if he did need to go out.

Lewis rested at home for five days after his hospital 
stay before the result of his coronavirus test was ready. 
He laughed when he said the positive test result wasn’t 
surprising. 

“I promised God I’d tell folks this is beatable,” Lewis 
said. “I’ve got no symptoms other than this cough that 
I can’t shake.”

recovering from 1A
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meals from 2A

Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Lafon Performing 
Arts Center in Luling. 
Families will be able to pick 
up breakfast and lunch meal 
kits to last for a full week via 
curbside drive-up. 

The program was sus-
pended twice. The first time 
came after a school district 
employee, who was not di-
rectly involved with the meal 
distribution, reported he or 
she was in hospital quaran-
tine. The district halted services after 
two days to regroup and add more mea-
sures of caution. 

Plans were to resume a week later 
(March 30) but after Louisiana Gov. John 
Bel Edwards issued a stay at home order 
that discouraged non-essential gather-
ings of more than 10 people, organizers 
were forced to improvise again, and con-
solidated a week of distribution into one 
day. 

That turned out to be the prototype for 
the program moving forward after the 
school district confirmed with state offi-
cials that its meal distribution would be 
identified as fitting a “critical” need. 

“The school system wanted to ensure 

it could provide this service while also 
keeping our employees, those involved 
with the distribution and our com-
munity safe,” said Stevie Crovetto, St. 
Charles Parish Public Schools director 
of public information. “We received the 
proper personal protective gear and 
modified to a one day a week distribu-
tion to limit exposure. Families can pick 
up meals for the entire week on this one 
day.”

Meals include a shelf-stable breakfast 
and refrigerated or frozen lunch. An ID 
is not required to pick-up meals and stu-
dents do not need to be present. 

Dr. Ken Oertling, St. Charles Parish 
Public Schools Superintendent, said the 

district is also working with communi-
ty-based organizations to provide meals 
to those families that are unable to pick 
up food from the Lafon Arts Center.

The school district is providing the 
meals through a contracted third party 
vendor. 

The worker who was quarantined 
tested positive for COVID-19, the district 

said through a release last week. The em-
ployee works at both R.K. Smith Middle 
and New Sarpy Elementary schools. The 
district noted the worker had not been 
on either campus since March 9.

The schools’ closure has been ex-
tended through April 30, as per Edwards’ 
recent extension of stay-at-home 
measures. 

Food pickup takes place Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Lafon 
Performing Arts Center in Luling.

coronavirus from 1A

that brought him there. 
“He knew what he wanted, and he 

wanted to be a bartender,” Landry 
said. “He knew he wanted to be in New 
Orleans. He loved it. He was so carefree. 
Troy was definitely a go with the flow 
kind of person.”

Approachable and friendly, Champion 
had numerous friends. The news of his 
passing brought an outpouring of sup-
port on social media, with one friend of 
his posting a video of Champion holding 
court on a night out. Landry said it was 
a brief, wonderful snapshot of who her 
brother truly was. 

“It took me awhile to watch it but … 
just, that was him,” Landry said. “He was 
so funny. When I watch that and read 
the things people wrote about him af-
ter he passed, it comforts me because I 
know I wasn’t the only person who knew 
he was a great person.”

On the week of his death, Champion 
was admitted to the hospital after falling 
ill several days earlier. The week before 

he went to the hospital, he had swelling 
and his liver levels were found to be ab-
normal after undergoing bloodwork. 

“A week later, he couldn’t breathe,” 
Landry said. 

He was tested for COVID-19 at the 
hospital. Two days later, results were in 
and the test was positive. Late that night 
and early the next morning, his situa-
tion worsened, and things became dire. 
Doctors informed the family that his 
kidneys and liver were failing, and his 
heart was starting to fail. He was also 
found to not be a candidate for dialysis. 

His family had to prepare to say 
goodbye, but given the circumstances 
brought by the pandemic, an already 
difficult situation was made that much 
more painful. Just one visitor was per-
mitted in person. That was Champion’s 
father, while his stepmother and others 
close to him said goodbye through the 
video call app FaceTime. 

“It’s hard,” Landry said through tears. 
“There was no closure. We weren’t able 

to see him before they cremated him. 
My stepdad went into self-quarantine 
out of caution … so it’s not like we can 
all mourn or celebrate his life together. 
We’ve all taken it pretty hard. 

“When Troy was around, it was always 
a good time. He’d make a good drink, 
tell you a great joke … to know he’s gone 
now, no holidays, no birthdays … it’s not 
easy.”

Landry said the two hung out with dif-
ferent crowds throughout their lives, but 
it didn’t change the bond they shared 
through it all. 

“He was easy to get along with – except 
when we were younger. Brothers and sis-
ters fight,” she said with a laugh. “When 
he was home and I was coming in from 
somewhere, or vice versa, we’d go sit on 
our porches and whatever went on that 
night, whether it was funny, sad … we’d 
talk about it. He’s heard me cry more 
times than I can count. He was always 
there for me, no matter what I needed … 
whether I was happy, angry, sad, he was 

talking to me and trying to put me in a 
better place.”

On March 29, Landry made a heartfelt 
post to her own Facebook page after his 
death. She called Champion  “an incredi-
ble, lovable soul with the most infectious 
smile.” She warned that COVID-19 “is 
real” and not to downplay or underesti-
mate the virus, as she and her family had 
seen its effects all too closely. 

The post garnered nearly 400 likes and 
200 comments and was shared 40 times. 
Landry said she didn’t expect such a re-
sponse, but hopes the knowledge can 
help someone. 

“If one person saw what I wrote and 
said, ‘Hey, I know him,’ … and under-
stands this is serious and that if it hap-
pens, you can’t be there with your family 
and that you can’t afford to play around 
with this, then I at least know Troy didn’t 
die in vain,” Landry said. 

A digital history website
capturing 300 years
of St. Charles Parish

If you enjoyed our book!

Visit
SCPHistory.org

Partners preserving our history

ST. CHARLES
Museum and Historical Association
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While not much these days seem to be the same as it 
was even a few weeks ago, among things still just about 
certain to hold true: Justin Jeff erson is about to realize 
a dream, one that seemed rather distant not too long 
ago. 

Jeff erson is projected by several draft analysts to be 
selected in the fi rst round of the NFL Draft. ESPN re-
cently had him pegged to go 21st overall, which would 
make the LSU wide receiver and former Destrehan 
High star St. Charles Parish’s highest drafted player 
since Hahnville High alum LaRon Landry, who went 
sixth overall in 2007. 

Jeff erson reeled in 111 receptions for 1,540 yards and 
18 touchdowns in his fi nal season at LSU, highlighted 
by a record shattering 14 catch, 227 yard, four touch-
down performance in LSU’s national semifi nal victory 
over Oklahoma. 

Longtime NFL Draft analyst and publisher of the an-
nual Mike Detillier’s NFL Draft Report, Mike Detillier 
has watched Jeff erson since his days at Destrehan. He 
said he expects Jeff erson to be selected as the fourth 
wide receiver off  the board later this month and within 
the top 22 selections of the fi rst round.

“In critical situations, Joe Burrow looked his way. 
Joe trusted he’d run the right route and he’d be open,” 
Detillier said. “Late in the game against Texas, third 
and long, Burrow had a lot of pressure on him. Justin 
wasn’t the primary receiver on that play, but he races 
across the fi eld, makes the catch then outraces the de-
fensive back to the endzone.

“He was Joe Burrow’s security blanket. When he got 
in trouble, it was Justin. I think Joe was very comfort-
able that he’d fi nd way to get open.”

Jeff erson especially created headaches for opposing 
defenses as an inside receiver.

“I think he’s underrated for two things … fi rst, his 
ability to set you up and get separation downfi eld. 
Secondly, run after the catch. He has a knack for it,” 
Detillier said. “I thought last year he was the best slot 
receiver in college football, and I don’t think it’s much 
of a debate.

“He’s a mentally tough guy, a great competitor. He 
catches the ball so smoothly, out with his hands and 
not against his body ... and he plays with so much 
confi dence.”

While his ascent was rapid - Jeff erson was a relatively 
unheralded, two-star recruit upon his arrival at LSU - 
Detillier said Tigers coach Ed Orgeron wasn’t surprised. 

“Ed thought off  the bat, ‘this guy could have an im-
pact.’. He talked about that when they signed Justin ...  
he saw all the intangibles with him, as a leader, a tough 
guy, as the guy to throw that block downfi eld, who can 
make a play … he saw it early,” Detillier said.

Jefferson projected to be 
St. Charles’ highest drafted 
player since 2007
ryan Arena Editor
ryana@heraldguide.com

TODAY’S
CAR CARE

NOW PROVIDING

COLLISION REPAIR SERVICES

985-785-9510

CALL NOW TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
THE TEAM YOU CAN TRUST

TODAYSCARCARE.COM

•STATE-OF-THE-ART PAINT BOOTH
•PAINT MIXING SYSTEM TO ACCURATELY MATCH COLORS
•FRAME & SUSPENSION REPAIR SYSTEM

COMPLETE 
AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICES

MECHANICAL, 
ELECTRICAL, 

BODY & 
COLLISION 

REPAIR
90 MIMOSA AVE AT HWY. 90

St. Charles’ highest drafted 
player since 2007

“in critical 
situations, Joe 
Burrow looked 
his way ... he was 
(Burrow’s) security 
blanket. When he 
got into trouble,
it was Justin.”

Courtesy Photo
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REGINA H.
ALLEMAND
a REALTOR who cares

13371 HWY 90 - B - BOUTTE • (985)785-0336

Licensed in state of Louisiana

VISIT MY WEBSITE:
ReginaAllemand.com

STAY WELL MY FRIENDS! BE KIND TO EACH OTHER!

Beautifully cared for with superb amenities! Impressive openness - Grand 
kitchen with island. Fabulous Counter space for guests to sit as this area 
becomes ideal for entertaining, Laundry rm sports utility sink and cabinets. 
Large double garage plus Detached single garage. Screened patio. $390,000

Gassen Street Gem! Well maintained - newer HVAC system. Nice sized 
rooms. Inside laundry - double attached garage. Beautiful lot for great 
outdoor entertaining. Lot next door is for sale at $49,500 - can only 
be purchased with house OR once the house has sold. $186,900

On nice lot sits this 3 bedroom, 2 bath mobile home on Elm St. Master 
bath has garden tub & separate stand up shower. 12 years young - 
well cared for. Open den, kitchen and dining. Kitchen has an island for 
extra work space. Two storage buildings on property. 

Work from home in Contemporary Luxury!  First story has Full kitchen - office - bed-
room - storage and full bath and stunning views!  Indoor passenger Elevator or steps 
to the glorious second story - Open the door of your private balcony, Enjoy fabulous 
Sunsets - 3 bdrms -2 baths- Full kitchen with custom Downsview Canadian cabinetry. 
Private boat launch is yours & ready for boat house w/ bulkhead  $869,000.

RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL MOTIVATED SELLER!

610 DIANE DR • LULING 1102 GASSEN ST • LULING 150 ELM ST • HAHNVILLE 118 KERRY’S POINTE WEST • DES ALLEMANDS

Valero Energy Corporation and the Valero Energy 
Foundation are committing $300,000 to support New 
Orleans area organizations on the front lines of the cor-
onavirus pandemic response. Of that, $225,000 will di-
rectly impact St. Charles Parish.

Taryn Rogers, Valero public affairs manager, said the 
support is part of an overall $1.8 million commitment 
to help people who need it most, primarily in cities 
where the company operates. 

“We are fortunate to have great industry partners in 
our parish such as Valero and appreciate their generos-
ity during this uncertain time,” said St. Charles Parish 
President Matthew Jewell. 

In addition, Valero is providing gas cards to selected 
charitable organizations to provide access to essential 
fuels and products for their operations.

“Valero and the Valero Energy Foundation want to 
make sure organizations on the front lines have the re-
sources they need to be able to continue to provide vi-
tal services,” Valero St. Charles Refinery Vice President 
and General Manager Jerry Stumbo said. “We appreci-
ate these organizations and others for continuing to 
take care of our community.”

Several organizations that serve St. Charles Parish 

will receive funding, including Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Greater New Orleans and Acadiana. 
The food bank will receive $100,000 to increase food 
packaging and distribution efforts for all 23 par-
ishes it serves, including St. Charles Parish where 
Valero has an operation. Second Harvest also will 
receive $10,000 worth of fuel gas cards that will be 
used to distribute meals.

“This donation will be made on behalf of our em-
ployees who live in many of the 23 parishes,” Rogers 
said. 

St. Charles Parish Public Schools will receive 
$40,000 for Google Chromebooks for students who are 
working from home. The school system will also imple-
ment a program that will provide a means for teachers 
to reach out to parents of students working from home. 
St. Charles Parish Public Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Ken Oertling said the school system has had a 
long-standing relationship with Valero - St. Charles 
Operations. 

“Valero has been a constant supporter of our school 
system and community at large,” Oertling said. “Valero 
recognizes the value of a strong public school sys-
tem and how it contributes to the quality of life in our 

community.”
Oertling said the 

Chromebooks will help close 
the learning and achieve-
ment gap and provide sup-
port to students as the dis-
trict shifts to remote learning.

“During this time of need 
and uncertainty, one thing 
for certain is Valero’s com-
mitment to assisting its com-
munity and making a differ-
ence,” he said. 

Matthew 25:35 Ministries’ 
Food Pantry in St. Charles 

Parish will receive $25,000 from Valero to purchase 
a new refrigerator, additional food for distribution 
and bags to package food for local residents. Catholic 
Charities in St. Charles Parish will receive $25,000 to as-
sist with its emergency fund, which is used to help fam-
ilies in need during times of crisis.

St. Charles Council on Aging will receive $20,000 to 
increase efforts and sustain the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram delivering food to homebound seniors. In addi-
tion, the organization will receive $5,000 in fuel cards.

“The health and the safety of our employees, our fam-
ilies and our communities are critically important,” 
Valero Chairman and CEO Joe Gorder said. “We are 
blessed to be able to continue supporting our commu-
nity partners as we all work together to overcome this 
extraordinary situation.”

In addition to the monetary donations, Rogers said 
Valero is proud to support Ochsner Health.

“Last week, Valero purchased meals for their respi-
ratory ICU team working night shift,” Rogers said. “We 
cannot thank them enough for working hard to serve 
our community, especially during time of uncertainty 
… we are all in this together.”

Rogers said this week 300 VooDoo BBQ meals will be 
delivered to Ochsner Health’s Luling location, which 
is Valero’s way of supporting healthcare workers and 
helping a local business in St. Charles Parish.

Valero commits $300,000, provides 
meals to local organizations waged 

in coronavirus fight

Monique Roth Lifestyles Editor
moniquer@heraldguide.com

Right: Valero’s support of health care workers includes providing meals for them. Below: Valero is providing gas 
cards to selected charitable organizations to provide access to essential fuels and products for their operations.
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Emily, Breelynn and Joseph enjoy the beautiful weather. Quinn had lots of fun in the water.

Clare, Cody, Corynn and Charlea Kluttz with 
cousins Holden and Blaise Jacob.

Charlee Cortez celebrated her second birthday. Luke Compton soaks up some sun. Oliver supervising the splash pad for Hayden and Quinn.

Kylie and Ethan had fun with water balloons.
James and Aubrey Johnson practiced social 
distancing while visiting the Easter Bunny.

Maci and Cooper help demo a bathroom.

Cousins Jayce Smith and Olivia Hodge visit the drive by Easter Bunny. Brock celebrates a very memorable birthday with his brothers and sisters. Korbin learns how to make dirt cake while quarantined.

Alexis Breaux fi shes at the hunting camp.

Dreux paints a bird house with his Paw Paw Marion.

Brandon Williams took this photo while sitting on the levee to 
escape from reality for a while.

Charlee Rawls soaks up the great weather on 
her swing.

Margaret Mire makes pizza from her Rotolo’s kit.

Photos submitted by fans of the St. Charles Herald-Guide’s Facebook page. 
Find us at www.facebook.com/heraldguide
Sponsored by

         acebook  
MEMORIES

13386 US-90 • Boutte, LA • 985-785-8411THE ONLY LOCAL BANK IN ST. CHARLES PARISH

Herald-Guide FREE CHECKING • FREE CHECKS • FREE GIFT
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Classified Ad Deadline is 10:00 am Monday • CALL: 985-758-2795 • Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Classified Ads: To submit your classified, contact Yvette Dunn at ydunn@lasmag.comCommercial Classified Advertising Rate: Word Ads - 50¢ per word

SERVICE, MERCHANDISE, 
EMPLOYMENT, GARAGE SALE, 
NOTICES, PET NOTICES, 
LOST & FOUND ADS!

Services ServicesServices Services

Prayers Prayers
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Graduate of 
The Juilliard School 
See results after the first lesson

985-722-0778

Voice Lessons Bush Hogging 
(up to 100 acres)

•  Industrial Plant Maintenance
•  Concrete Crack & Haul
•  Lots cleared & maintained
•  Bobcat Service - debris haul
•  Tree-removal-fenceline clearing
•  Licensed Chemical Spray 

Applicator

Industrial-Commercial 
Residential

Steve 504-554-9570

Patio Covers
Roofing
Concrete
Renovations

Windows
Siding
Additions

985-785-0568

R.B. HYMEL

CONSTRUCTION

Roofing, Patio Covers
& Gutters

FREE Estimates/Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

(985) 758-2996
(504) 415-6988

Mike Dunn

MIKE’S
ROOFING 

& REPAIRS

Place Your  
Service, 

Employment, 
Boat, Car, 

Garage Sale  
Ad Here

985-758-2795
Place Your

Service Ad Here
985-758-2795

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
FOR LESS THAN 
YOU THINK For more information 

Contact Yvette Dunn 
985-758-2795 
or ydunn@lasmag.com

Apple of God’s Eyes

My little children that I have created, you 
are the apple of my eyes. I created you for 

My Glory. Let the Glory of My love be your 
joy & strength. So, I’m with you always. Let 
your light shine before you, that they may 
see the good works through my Beloved 

son whom I have given you to shine through 
you, so my children can come to Me for rest 
throughout eternity. My eyes are upon you 
always. Please come & sup with Me & Me 

with you. My Heaven of rest for your weary 
soul is in Me through Jesus Christ & the 

Holy Spirit. Follow Me & I will give you rest, 
“Saith God.”

Amen

Edna Matherne

EmploymentMerchandise

AVON BOTTLES FOR SALE:  
985-758-2363

ACTIVE LAW FIRM IN HAHN-
VILLE, LA  Announces an open-
ing for a long term, motivated, ad-
ministrative assistant/bookkeeper. 
We offer competitive compensation 
based on experience, with room to 
grow, in addition to offering a 401K 
profit sharing plant after 3 years. 
Please email your resume, salary 
expectation, availability and cover 
letter to jennifer@lemmonlawfirm.
com

SUBSCRIBE
NOW!

Keeping the people of St. Charles Parish connected, since 1873

Your subscription to the St. Charles Herald-Guide 
brings you MORE news and information about 
your parish than ever before!

www.HeraldGuide.com
or toll free 1.866.282.1498

Siding, Seamless Gutters,
Carpentry, Electrical,

 Roofing, Concrete, Brick & Stucco
We do it all from the 

ground up.
Full home maintenance.
Licensed and Insured! 

For Estimates Call
504-812-8629
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Legal notice deadline is Thursday at 3 p.m. for the 
following issue. To place a legal notice, call 985-758-2795
or by email legals@heraldguide.com

APRIL 2 - 8, 2020
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Nicky Dufrene
Councilman, District IV

985-783-5000
ndufrene@stcharlesgov.net

Marilyn B. Bellock
Councilwoman, District V

504-360-2025
mbellock@stcharlesgov.net

Holly Fonseca
Councilwoman-At-Large,

Division B
985-783-5000

hfonseca@stcharlesgov.net

Julia Fisher-Perrier
Councilwoman, District VII

985-308-0366
jperrier@stcharlesgov.net

Bob Fisher
Councilman, District VI

985-783-5000
b� sher@stcharlesgov.net

Dick Gibbs
Councilman, District III

985-307-0182
dgibbs@stcharlesgov.net

Wendy Benedetto
Councilwoman-At-Large, 

Division A
985-307-0350

wbenedetto@stcharlesgov.net

La Sandra Darensbourg 
Gordon

Councilwoman, District I
985-783-5000

lgordon@stcharlesgov.net

Matthew Jewell
Parish President
985-783-5000

president@stcharlesgov.net

Mary K. Clulee
Councilwoman, District II

985-308-1690
mclulee@stcharlesgov.net

Public NoticePublic Notice

Public Notice

Publish April 9, 2020

Public Notice

Publish March 19 & 26 , 2020
CORRECTED COPY: March 12, 26 & April 9, 2020

Public Notice

Publish April 9, 2020

Legal notice deadline
is  every Thursday

at 3pm for the following week
legals@heraldguide.com

Public Notice

I,  Dwayne J. Detillier, have been con-
victed of  Indecent Behavior with Juve-
niles,  Date of Conviction: 02/03/2006. 
My address is: 14865 Old Spanish Trail, 
Paradis, Louisiana 70080. 

RACE: White 
SEX: Male 
DOB: 09/06/1960 
HGT: 5’10”
WGT: 165
HAIR COLOR: Brown
EYE COLOR: Brown

PUBLISH: April 9 & 16, 2020
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What Do You Get? 
•  Immediate, daily access to our news, features, sports 
and lifestyles stories

•  Years of archived content at your � ngertips
•  St. Charles Herald-Guide delivered to your mailbox weekly
•  Customize the news you want delivered to your inbox, 
whether it’s the latest features about your neighbors, crime 
updates or Hahnville and Destrehan athletics

•  Digital edition delivered to your inbox every Thursday 
morning

Your subscription to the St. Charles Herald-Guide 
brings you MORE news and information about 
your parish than ever before!

BECOME A
MEMBER!

VISIT: WWW.HERALDGUIDE.COM/SUBSCRIBE

PER
MONTH$2.99


